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«& The“ 2922 e predeftination of e to LIFE, &c. 
cannot be maintained without admitting the“ [ ab/olute] 
< reprobation of lome others to DEATH, „Kc. and all who 
have ſubſcribed the ſaid article” | the XV. II. in a calvintan 
ſenſe] “ are boun id in HONOU * CONSCIENCE, and 
Law to defend” [cz/riman, abſolpte] © reprobation, were 
it only to keep the XVIIth ar licks [ taken in a caluinian 


fone] „ UPON ITS LEGS.” The Rev. Mr. Toplady's 
[lftortc Pr oy of Cai Am, p. 574+ 
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Printed and fold at the New Chapel, City-Road ; and at 
the Rev. Mr. WesSLEvY's Preaching-Loulcs in Town 
and Country. * | 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HEN the Author of Pietas Oxomen/ts 
took his temporary leave of me, in his 
Vinzſhing Stroke, he recommended to the pub— 
lic the book which I am going to anſwer, His 
recommendation runs thus: “ whoſoeyer will 
conſult the Rev, Mr, Toplady's laſt publication, 


antitled, More Work for Mr. J. Wr/ley, Lor, 
A Findtcattion of the Decrees, &c.| will there 
find a full anſwer to all thoſe cavils which 


Papiſts, Socinians, Pelagians, Arminians, and 
Perfectioniſts bring againſt thoſe dofQrines 
commonly called Calviniſt, as if they tended 
to promote licentiouſneſs, or to make God 
cruel, unjuſt, and unmerciſul, and will ſee 


every one of their objections retorted upon 


themſelves in a moſt maſterly manner.” Fin. 


Stroke, page 383. Soon after Mr. Hill had 


thus extolled Mr, Toplady's performance, I 
was informed that many of the Calviniſts ſaid, 
that it was an unanſwerable defence of their 
doctrines. This raiſed in me a deſire to judge 
for myſelf; and when I had ſent for, and read 
this admired book, I was ſo far from being of 
Mr. Hill's ſentiment, that I promiſed my readers 
to demonſtrate, from that very book, the incon— 


clulivenefs of the ſlrongeſt arguments, by which 
Calviniſm is ſupported. Mr. Hill, by unexpett- 


edly entering the liſts again, cauſed me to delay 
the lullilling of my promiſe, But having now 
AS _ completed 


FR 


iv INTRODUCTION. 


completed my anſwer to his fAitious creeds, I 
haſten to complete alſo my Logica Geneven/is. 
Did 1 write a book entitled Charitas Cene— 
bei, I might eaſily ſhew from Mr. Toplady' $ 
performance, that “ the dodrines of grace 
0 called] are cloſely connetted 9 « the 
eottrines of free wrath.” But if that gentie- 
man, in his controverſial heat, has forgotten 
what. he owed to Mr. Weſley and to himſelf, 
this is no reaſun why I ſhould forget the title 


of my book, which calls me to point out 


bad arguments of our opponents, and not their 
1% humour. If I abſurdly ſpent my time in 


"Paſſing a cenſure upon Mr, Toplady's ſpirit, 


he would with reaſon fay, as he does in the [n- 


trodudtion to his Hiſloric proof, page 35, © After 


all, what has my pride or my humility to do 


with- the argument in hand? whether I am 
haughty or meek, is of no more cenſequence 


either to that, or to the public, than whether 


I am tall or ſhort.” Beſides, having again and 


again, Apfel requeſted our opponents not to 
wire-draw the controverſy, by perſonal reflec- 
tions, but to weigh with candour the argu- 
ments which are offered, I ſhould be inex- 
cuſable if 1 did not ſet them the example. 
Stmuld it be ſaid, that Mr. Welley's character, 
which Mr. Toplady has fo ſeveiely attacked, 
is at ſtake, and that I ought purpolely to ſtand 
up in his defence: I reply, that the perſonal 
charges which Mr. Toplady interweaves with 
his arguments, have been already fully an- 


. by Mr. Olivers, and by that theſe 


— 
* 


* Sce A Letter to the Rev. Mr. To/ lady, by Mr. Olivers. 
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INTRODUCTION: » 


charges being chiefly founded upon Mr. Top— 


lady's logical miſtakes; they will, of their own 
accord, fall to the ground, as ſoon as the 
miſtakes on which they reſt ſhall be expoled. 
It Logica Cenevenſs is dilarmed, Charitas 
Genzwenſis will not be able to keep the field. 
If good ſenſe takes the former priſoner, the 
latter will be obliged to ſurrender to good 
nature. Should this be the cale, how great 
a bleſſing wiil our controverſy prove to both 
parties! The conquerors ſhall have the glory 
of vindicaling truth: and the conquered ſhall 
have the profit of retiring from the field, 
with their judgments better informed, and 


their tempers better regulated ! May the God | 


of truth and love gram, that if Mr. Toplady 


has the honour of producing the 5% arguments, 


I | for one | may have the advantage of yielding © 
to them! To be conquered by truth and love, 


is to prove conqueror over our two greateſt 


enemies, error and ſin. 


Badeley, O. 


I 
> 


A3 AN 


T © 


The Rev. Mr. Tor LA DPV Ss © Vindication 
of the Decrees,” &c. 


SECTION I. 


Shewing that, upon the calvinian ſcheme, tt is an in- 
dubitable trut a, that fame men © op be javed Do 
WHAT THEY WILI, 74d the eficacious decree of 
calvinian election NECESSITATE them to repent 
and be © ſaved ; and that others fhatl he damned 
DO WHAT THEY CAN, till the ejicacious decree 
of colvinian veprobation NECESSITATE them to 
dra back, and be damned, 


TT doftrinal part of the controverſy between 
Mr. Weflzy and Mr. Toplady, may, in a great 

depree, be reduced to this queſtion: : if God, from 
all eternity, ablolutely preveiltinated a fixed nuttber 

of men [called the elect) to eternal life, and allo- 
lately piedeſtinated a fixed number of men called 
the refrovaPe } to sternal death, does it not unavotde _ 
4 follow, that „Ie elcct ſhall be ſaved, DO Ir 

THEY. WILL; and that The reprobate Jaail be 
damned, do WHAT THEY Can; Mr, Weſley thinks 
that the conſequence is undeniably true: Mr, 
, Toplady Wh that it is abſolutely faile, and charges 
Mr, 
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yea, with * hatching vinſphemy, and then fathering it 
on others,” | page 7, 3. and, in a note upon the 
word b{afphemous, he lays, „This epithet is not too 
ſtrong, Lo lay that any {hall be faved, DO WHAT 
THEY. WI HI.; and others damned, bo WHAT. THEY 


Mr. Weſley with © coining blaſphemous propoſitions,” 


"CAN; is, in the fr} inſtance, blaſphemy againſt 


the 1011NEss of GoJ; and, in the ſecond, blaſ.. 
phemy againſt his GopLINEss;” and again, p. 34, 
after repeating tae latter clauſe of the conlequence, 
Viz, & The reproba!e jual be damned, do what they 
can,” he expreſſes himſelf thus: one would ima- 
eine, that none but a reprobate could be capable 
of advancing a polition ſo execrably thocking, 
Surely it mult have colt even Mr. Weſley much, 
both of time and pains, to invent the idea, &c, 
Few men's invention. ever funk deeper into the 
deſpicable, launched wider into the horrid, and 
went farther in the prophane. The ſatanic guilt 
of the perſon, who could excogitate, and publiſh 
to the world, a poſition like that, baffles all 
power of deſcription, and is only to be exceeded 
(if exceedable) % the ſatanic ſhameleſſneſs which 


dares to lay th: ack poſition, at the door of 


other men. Let 3s examine, whether any thing, 
occurring in Zanchiuts, could juſtly furniſh this 
wreiched defamer with materials for a deduction 
ſo truly infernal,” Agreeably to theſe ſpirited 
complaints, Mr, Toplady calls his book, not only 
% More IVork for Mr. J. IWefley,” but alſo © A Vin. 
e:cation of tne Decrees and Providence of God, from 
te DEFAMATIONSo, d late printed paper entitled, 
The conſequence Moved.“ I fide with Mr, Wel- 
ey for the conſequence; guarding it againſt cavils 
by a clauſe, which his love for brevity made him 
think neediels. And the guarded conſequence, which 
i undertake to defend, runs thus: from the doctrine 
of the ablolute and unconditional predeſtination of 
dome men to eternal life, and of all others to eternal 
: death, 


AN 


AN $8 WE KR 
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The Rev. Mr. Toyrrapy's © Vindication, 
of the Decrees, &c. 


"SECTION t. 


Sewing that, upon the calvinian feheme, it is an in- 
dubitable truth, that ſome men jhall be ſaved po 
WHAT THEY WILL, tu the eficacious decree of 
calvinian election NECESSITATE them to rebent 

and be © ſaved ; and that others fhatl be Pe 62s 
DO WHAT THEY CAN, full the ejncacious. decree 
of celvinian reprobation NECESSITATE them to 
draw back, and be damned, | 


5 thee doErinal part of the controverſy between 
Mr. Weflzy and Mr. Toplady, may, in a great 
depree, be reduced to this queition : if GO trom 
all eternity, abſolutely predeſtinated a fixed nutber 
of men [called the ele(t} to eternal life, and ablo- 
lately piedeſtinated a fixed number of men [called 
the reprobate}] to eternal death, does it not unavoid». 
ag foiiow, that 5* The elect hall be ſaved, vo wuar 
THEY WILL; and that . The reprobate Hull be 
damned, do WHAT THEY Cax;” Mr, Weſley thinks 
that the conſequence is undeniably true: Mr, 
Toplady ſays, that it is abſolutely falſe, and charges | 
| Mr, 


Ty 
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Mr. Weſley with © coining bloſphemous propoſitions,” 


yea, with * hatching .afphemy, and then fathering it 


on fers,“ (page 7, 8.] and, in a note upon the 


word b{2ſphemous, he ſays, * This epithet is not too 
ſtrong, To lay that any ſhall be /aved, bo waar 
THEY WILL; and others damned, bo WHAT THEY 
CAN; is, in the firſt inſtance, blaſphemy againſt 
the 10LINESS of GoJ; and, in the ſecond, blaſe 
phemy againit his GODLINESS ;/? and again, p. 34, 
after repeating the latter clauſe of the conſequence, 
viz. “ The reprobale full be damned, do what they 
tan,“ he expreſſes himſelf thus: one would ima- 
vine, that none % a reprobate could be capable 
of advancing a polttion ſo execrably ſhocking, 


Surely it muſt have colt even Mr, Weſley much, 
both of time and pains, to invent the idea, &c, 


Few. men's invention ever funk deeper into the 


deſpicable, launched wider into the horrid, and 


went farther in the prophane. The ſatanic guilt _ 
of the perſon, who could excogitate, and publiſh 
to the world, a poſition like that, baffles all 
power of deſcription, and is only to be exceeded 
(if excecdable) % the ſatanic ſhameleſfneſs which 
dares to lay th: ack poſition at the door of 
other men, Let os examine, whether any thing, 
occurring in Zanchius, could juſtly furniſh this 
wreiched detamer with materials for a deduction 
ſo. truly infernal,” Agreeably to theſe fpþirited 
complaints, Mr, Toplady calls his book, not only 


More Mor for Mr. J. IWeſfley,” but allo © A Vin. 


dication of tire Decrees and Providence of God, from 
the DEFAMATIONS of a late printed paper entitled, 
& The conlcquence proved,” I ſide with Mr, Wel- 
ley for the conlequence; guarding it againſt cavils 
by a clauſe, which his love for brevity made him 
think needleſs. And the guarded confequence, which 
J undertake to defend, runs thus: from the doctrine 
of the abſolute and unconditional predeſtination of 
dome men io eternal life, and of all others to eternal 

| death, 


($7 


death, it neceſſarily follows, that ſome men ſhall be 
Javed, vo War THEY WILL, till the abfolute and 
eficacious decree of election actually neceſitate them 
to obey, and be ſaved; and that all the reſt of 
- mankind ſhall be damned, po WHAT THEY CAN, 


till the abſolute and eftcactonus decree of reprobation 


neceſſitate them to fin, and be damned. 
An illuſtration will, at once, ſhew the juſtneſs of 
this confequence to the unprejudiced reader. Fifty 


ſiihes ſport in a muddy pond, where they have re- 


ceived life, The {ſkilful and almighty power of the 
pond has abſolutely decreed, that ten of theſe hſhes, 
properly marked with a ſhining mark, called Zlec- 
tion, ſhall abſolutely be caught in a certain net, 
called a geſpel-net, on a certain day, called the day 
6f his power ; and that they ſhall, every one, be 
__<alt into a delightful river, where he has engaged 


himlelf, by an eternal covenant of particular re- 


dcinption, to bring them without fail. The ſame 
omnipotent Proprietor of the pond has likewiſe 
_ abſolutely decreed, that all the reſt of the fiſhes, 
namely forty, which are properly diſtinguiſhed 
by a black mark, called Rebrobation, ſhall never 


be caught in the golpel-net; or that, if they are 


intangled in it at any time, they ſhall always be 
drawn out of it, and ſo ſhall neceſlarily con- 
tinue in the muddy pond, till on a certain day, 


called the day of his wrath, he ſhall ſweep the 


pond with a certain net, called a lau. net, catch 
them all, and caſt them- into a lake of fire and 


brimſtone, which he has engaged himſelf, by an 


everlaſting covenant of non-redemption,. to brin 
them all without fail, that they may anſwer the 


end of their predeſtination to death, which is to 


ew the goodneſs of his law-net, and to deſtroy 


them for having been. bred in the muddy pond, 


and not for having been caught in the goſpel- 


net. The owner of the pond is wiſe, as well 


as powerful. He Knows, that, abſolutely to 


fecure 
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fecure the exo fo. which his fiſhes are abſo- 
lutely predeſtinated, he mult alfo e 

fecure the MEANS, which conduce to that end: 
and therefore, that none may eſcape their han- 
py, or their unfortunate predeſtination, he keeps 
night and day his hold of them ail, by a {trons 

hook, called neceſity, and by an inviſible lir 

called divine decrees, By means of this line ar oy 
hook it happens, that, if the fiſbes, which bear 
the mark clection, are ever fo loth to come into 
the goſpel-net, or to ſtay therein, they are al- 
ways drawn inte it in a day of POW er ful love; 
A and if the fiſhes which bear the mark of repro- 

bation, are, for a time, ever, fo defirons to Wrap 
themſelves in the golpel- -net, they are always 
drawn out of it in the day of powerful wrath, 
For, though the hſhes ſeem to ſwim ever fo freely, 
yet their motions are all ad/olrtely fixed by the 
owner Gi the pond, and determined by means 
olf the above-mentioned line and hook, If this 
is the caſe, ſays Mr. Weſley, ten fiſhes ſhall go 
into the delightful river, let them do what they 

— will, let them plunge in the mud of their pond 
| © ever fo briſkly, or leap towards the lake of fire 
i " ever ſo often, while they have any liberty to 
plunge or to leap, And all the reſt of the flhes, 
J in number, ſhall go into the lake of fire, 
0 let them do what they can, let them involve them- 
” ſelves ever ſo long in the golpel-net, and leap 
f 3 ever ſo often towards the fine river, before they 
* gare ablolutely neceſſitated to go, through the mud 
8 
S 
0 


"yg of their own pond, into the ſulphurous pool. 
1th The conlequence is undeniable, and I make no 
15 doubt but all unprejudiced perſons ſee it as well 


TH as myſelf; as fure as two and two maxe four, 
_— 1 or, if you pleaſe, as ſure as ten and forty. make 
"x 5 v, ſo ſure ten fiſhes ſhall be finally caught in the 
1 80 (pel- net, and forty in the law. net. | 


Should 


(8. 
Should Mr, Toplady ſay, that this is only an 
illuſtration, I drop it, and roundly aſſert, that 


if two men, ſuppoſe Solomon and Abjalom, are 


a»folutely predeſtinated to eternal life: while two 
other men [ſuppoſe Mr, Baxter and Mr, Welley |] 
are av/olut:ly predeſtinated to eternal death: the 
two ele ſhall be ſaved do what they will, and the 
two reprobates ſhall be damned do what they can. 
That is, let Solomon and Ablalom worſhip the 
abomination of the Zidonians, and of the Moabites, 
in ever ſo public a manner; let them, for years, 
indulge themſelves with heatheniſh women col- 
lected from all countries: if they have a mind, 
let them murder their brothers, defile their ſiſters, 
and imitate the inceſtuous Corinthian, who took 


bis own father's wife: yet, they can never really | 


endanger their finiſhed ſalvation, The indelible 
mark of unconditional election to ye is upon them: 
and forcible, victorious grace ſhall, in their laſt 
moments, if not before, draw them irreſiſtib] 

and infallibly from iniquity to repentance, Deat 

ſhall unavoidably make an end of their indwelling 
jin;z and to heaven they ſhall unavoidably go, 


On the other hand, let a Baxter, and a Weſley, N 


altoniſh the world by their miniſterial labours: 
let them write, ſpeak, and live in ſuch a manner, 
as to {tem the torrent of iniquity, and turn thou- 
lands to righteouſneſs: with St. Paul let them 
take up their croſs daily, and preach and pray, 
not only with tears, but with the demonſtration 
of the ſpirit of power ; let unwearied patience, 


and matchleſs diligence carry them with increaſing * 


fortitude through all the perſecutions, dangers, |} 
and trials, which they meet with from the men 


of the world, and from falſe brethren : let them 


hold on in this wonderſul Way to their dying day; | 
— f N WAY dying Cay; a 
yet [if the indelible mark of unconditional repro» 


bation to death is upon them] necellitating, vic- | #9 


torious wrath, ſhall, in their laſt moments, if not 


toe which 
they were ablolutely ordained through the pre- 
dleltinated medium of remedile/s fin and Arat 
apoſtacy. 


Came to 


. 


upon his inattentive readers, I beg leave to point 
8 Fe out its abſurdity by a ſhort illuſtration, 
'Þ 


- 


ley lays, if there i is a mountain of gold, it is heavier 


3 8 1 
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vpe fore, make them neceſſarily turn from righ · 


teouſnelſs, and unavordably draw back to perdition: 
| fo ſhall they be fitted for the lake of fire, the end 
[if God calviniltically paſſed them by] 


> This is the true ſtate of the cole to ſpend time 
in proving it, would be offering the judicious 


reader as great an inſult, as if 1 detained him to 


270Ve, that the north is oppoſed to the ſouth, 


But what does Mr, Toplady ſay againſt this con- 


ſequence, © if Calviniſm is true, the reprobates ſhall 


be damned do what they can?” He advances the 
following warm argument. | 


8 I. Page 55, 6 Can Mr. Weſley pro- 


duce] a ſingle inſtance of any one man, who did 
all he could to be ſaved, and yet was loſt? if he 


can, Jet him tell us Who that man was, where he 
lived, when he died, what he did, and how it 
; paſs he laboured in vain,—If he cannot, 
let him either retract his conſequences, or continue 


do be poſted for a ſhameleſs traducer,” 


I anſwer: (1) To require Mr, Weſley to ſhew a 


man who did all he could, and yet was loſt, is re- 
AJuiring him to 
+ irue —a thing this, which he can no more do, 
1 than he can prove chat God is falſe. 
never ſaid, 
© his beſt to be ſaved: he only ſays, that, if Cal- 
==; viniſm is true, the reprobates mall all be damned, 


rove that als inian reprobation i is 


Mr. Weſley 
that any man was damned after doing 


7 


3 3 though they thould all do their beſt to be faved, £ 
till the Erricacious decree of their abſolute repro- 
| | bation 

BY damned. 


neceſſitates them to draw back and be 
(2) As Mr. Toplady' $ } old requeſt may impoſe. 
Mr. Weſ-⸗ 


Fi 14 th an 


— —— —— — — — — — 
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than a handful of feathers, and his conſequence * 
paſſes for true in England: but a gentleman, who | 
teaches logic in myltic Geneva, thinks that it is 
ablolutely falſe, and that Mr. Weſley's “ forehead 

muſt be petrified, and quite impervious to a bluſh”! 

for advancing it. Can Mr. Weſley, ſays he, ſhew 

us a mountain of gold which 1s really heavier than 

a handful of feathers? If he can, let him tell us 

what mountain it is, where it lies, in what latt- 

tude, how high it is, and who did ever aſcend to 

the top of it. —If he cannot, let him either retract 

his conſequences, or continue to be poſted for a 
ſhameleſs traducer. NN 

Equally concluſive is Mr, Toplady's challenge! 

By ſuch cogent arguments as theſe, thouſands of 
profeſſors are bound to the chariot-wheels of 
modern orthodoxy, and blindly follow the warm 

men, who drive as furiouſly over a part cf the body 
ſcripture-divinity, as the Son of Nimſhi did over 

the body of curſed Jezebel. | 


l 


— 
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S E C TI ON II. 


Calvintſm uro ITS LEGS, or 4 FULL view of the 


arguments by which Mr. Toplady altemhts to recon- 
cile Calviniſm with God's H@LINESS e: —a note upon 
à letter to an Armintan teacher, 


C Enfible that Calviniſm can never rank among 

the doctrines of holineſs, if © the ele ſhall be 
ſaved do what they will,” and if the © reprobate 
ſhall be damned do what they can,” Mr, Top- 


lady tries to throw off, from his doftrines of 


grace, the deadly weight of Mr. Weſley's con- 
ſequence. In order to this he proves that Cal- 
viniſm eNSUREs the holznefſs of the elett, as the 
NECESSARY MEANS of their predeſtinated ſalvation 5 


but he is too judicious to tell us that it ENSURES 


alſo the wickedneſs of the reprobate, as the neceſ/ary 
means of their predeſtinated damnation, To make 
us in love with his orthodoxy, he preſents to our 
view With one leg, on which ſhe contrives to 
ſtand, by. artfully leaning upon her faithful maid, 

Logica Genevenjts, Her other leg is prudently kept 
out of ſight, ſo long as the trial about her lab 
laſts. This deſerves explanation. 

The moſt diſtinguiſhing and fundamental doc. 
trines of Calviniſin are th a? and therefore they 
may with propriety be called the legs of that 
doctrinal ſyſtem. The firſt of theſe fundamental 
dottrines, 1s the perſonal, unconditional, abſolute 


predeſtination, or election of ſome men to eteinal 


life; and the ſecond is the perſonal, uncon— 
ditional, ablolute predeſtination or reprovation of 
ſome men to eternal death. Nor can Mr. Top. 
lady find fault with my making his doctrine 
of grace ſtand upon her legs, caluinian election and 
calvinian reprobation for, ſuppoſing that our church 
ſpeaks in her 17th article of calvinian, abſolute pre- 
| 8 | de ſtinat ion 


($7 


Hiftoric proof, page 574, © The rREDESTISATION 
of ſome to 1.1Ft, aſſerted in the 17th article, can- 


not be maintained without admitting the REPRO“EÄU 
BATION “ of ſome others to DEATH, &c, and 


all 


88 


— 


Our opponents are greatly embarraſſed about the doctrine 
of abſolute, unconditional tion: though in an happy mo— 
ment, where candor prevatied over ſhame, Mr. Toplady ſtood up 
ſo boldly for calvinian reprobation : the reader, as he goes on, 


will (mile, when he ſces the variegated wiſdom, with Which 


that gentleman diſguiſes, exculpates, or conceals, what he 10 
rationally and ſo candidly grants here. 

The truth is, that as ſcriptural election is neceſſarily attended 
with an anſwerable reprobetion ; fo ablolute calviuian election 
unavoidably drags after it abſolute calvinian feprobation:— 
a black reprobation this, which neceſſtates all who are perſonally 
written in the book of death to tin on and be damned. But 
ſome Calvinilts are %u to ſee this doctrine, and well they may, 
For it is horrible: others are aſramed to acknowledge at: and not 
a few, for want of rational light, obitinately deny that it is the 
main pillar of their goſpel; and with the 77g/t leg of their 
ſyſtem they unmercifully kick the left, Among the perſons 
who are gui.ty of this ablu:d conduct, we may rank the 
author of Letter to an Arminian teacher ; an imperfect copy of 
which appcared in 7ke Goſpel Magazine of Auguſt, 1775, under 
the following title, 4 Pred:/linarun's real thoughts of Elefton 
and Reprobation, Sc. This writer is ſo inconſiſtent, as to attempt 
cutting off the (/t leg of Calviniſm. He, at firſt, gives us repro- 
bation. The word reprobation® [lays he} “ is never mentioned 
in all the ſcripture? [no more is the word fpredeflination ] © nor 
as the ſcriptural word «+ reprobate ever mentioned as the conſe- 


quence of election, or as [its fe. his is a great miſtake, 


as appears from the two brit paſſages quoted by this author, 


Jer. vi. 30. and Rom. 1. 28. where reprobate ſilver is evidently. 
oppoſed to chore filver, and where a reprovate mind is indubitably: 


oppoſed to the mind which is after God 5 own heart—1. e, to the 
mind which God approves and chuſes to crown with evangelical 
praifes and rewards, Our author goes on : 

“There is no immediate connection between election to ſal- 
vation and reprobation to daranation.” What an argument is 
this! Did we ever ſay that there is any tmmedzate connection 
between two things, which are 2s contrary as Chriſt and Belial. 
—Oh! but we inean that * they have no neceſſary depen dance on 
gach oiher,'”—The queſtion is not whether they have a & ec 


deſtination to eternal life, he ſays himſelf, in his 
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all who have ſubſcribed to the ſaid article, are 
bound in HONOUR, CONSCIENCE, and raw to 
defend REPROBATION, Were It only to keep the 


B 2 17th 


ry di endance on each other; but, whether they have not a 
neceſſary oþpolition to cach viher; and that they have, is as clear 
as that J % t is oppoled to darkneſs. —* Dhey proceed from very 
ditlereut cauſes,” —Truc : for clection procceds from free-grace, 
and calvinian reprobation from free-wrati,—+* The {ole cauſe of 
tleclion is God's free love, &c. The ſole cauſe of damnation is 
only fin,” —Our author wants candor or attention. Had he 
argued like a candid lozician, he would have ſaid, „“ The ſole 
cauſe of the reprobation which ends in unavoidable damnation 
is only in:“ but it he had fairly argued thus, he would have 
piven up Calviniſm, which ſtands or falls with «bſolute repro— 
bation; and therefore, he thought proper to ſubſtitute the word 
damnation for the word reprobution, Which the argument abſo— 


lutely 1cquires. Theſe tricks may paſs in Geneva; but in England 


they appear inconſiſtent with fair reaſoning. It is a common 
ſtratagam of the Calviniits to lay, „Election depends upon God's 
love only, but damnation depends upon our fin only :” break 
the thi ſhell of this fophilin, and you will nnd this bitter kernel; 
„ God's diſtingüſhing love cletts ſome to unavoidable holineſs 
and ſiniſhed falvation ; aud his diltinguithing wrath reprobates 
all the relt of mankind to remedileſs ſin and eternal damnation.” 
For, the moment the fin of reprobates is neceſſary, remedileſs, 
ard eniured by the decree of the means, it follows, that ab/o/ute 
re prohation to neceſſary remedileſs fin, is the ſame thing as 
avſ lute reprobation to eternal damnation; becauſe ſuch a dani 
nation is the unavordable conſequence of remed'lefs ſin. f 
When the letter-writer has abſurdly denied calvinian repro- 
bation, he infinuates, p. 5, that * everlaſting torment,“ and 
«petng unavotgably damned,” are not the neceſſary conſequences 
of the decree of cal nian election; * nor | favs he] can they be 
fairly deduced from the decree of rebrobution. So now, the 
ſecret is out! Our author, after denying reprobation, informs 
us that there is a calvinin decree of refrobotion. But if there 
is ſuch a decree, why did he oppoſ: it, p. 2? Andif there is 
no {uch decree, why do's he me. tron i, nv. 5; where he hints 
that en{urcd damnation cnt. be ir ddt from it? Now, 
if he, or any Calviniſt in he word can prevent that, upon the 
caluinian plan, among the thoulai'ds of Calvin's reprobates, who 
are yet in_thet; mother's wombs, one oi them can any how, 
avoid finiſhed damnation, I ſolemnly engage rylelf before the 
public, to get my Checks burnt, at Charing-crols, by the common 
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17th article,” [or rather, the calvinian ſenſe 
which Mr, Toplady fixes to that article] © ueon 
11s LE CGS. | 5 | 4 1 
Agreeably to Mr. Toplady's charge, Calviniſm 
ſhall ſtand uPON 175 LEGs, He takes care to ſhow 
the right leg, in order to vindicate God's holineſs 
upon the calvinian plan; and I ſhall ſet forth the 
left leg, in order to ſhow that the honour of God's 
holineſs is as incompatible with Calviniſm, as light 
with darkneſs, Mr. Toplady's arguments are pro- 
duced under No. 1, with the number of the page 
in his book, where he advances them. In the 
oppolite column, under No, 2, the reader will find 
my ANSWER, Which is nothing but Mr, Toplady's 


own arguments, retorted in ſuch a manner as to 


— — - 
— 
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| hangman, on any day which Mr. Hill, Mr. Toplady, and Mr. 


M*:Gowan will pleaſe to appoint, But 1t the Calviniſts cannot 
do this, and if the caluintan decree of reprobuition enſures the 
nectſſat y, remedileſs fin, and the unavoidable, finiſhed dam- 
nation of one and all the 1eprobates of Calvin, born or unborn; 
Mr. M. Gowan, and Dr. Gill, whom he quotes, inſult common 
ſenſe, when they intimate, that enſured damnation “ cannot be 


fairly d:duced from the decree of reprobation.” How much leſs _ 


candid are the lctter-writer and Dr. Gill, than Mr. Toplady and 
Zanchius, who fairly tell us, p. 75, * The condemnation” [i, e. 


the damnation | * of the reprobute ts neceſſary and irreſitible !”? 


The letter-writer tells us, p. 6, © what enſures: holineſs, muſt 
enſure glory; election“ fi. e. calurntan election) © doth ſo, and 


glory mult follow.“ This is the rigAt leg of Calviniſm ; let her 


ſtand upon the let leg, and you have this “ doctrine of grace: 


what enſures remedileſs fn muſl enſure damnation; calvinian 


rep obation doth fo, and damuation muſt follow, I would as 
ſoon bow to Dagon, as to this doctrine of remedileſs fin and 
enſured wickedneſs, O ye controverſial wiiters of the Goſpel 
Magazine! if you will confirm « Arminian teachers” in their 
attachment to the holy election and righteous reprobation 
preached by St. Paul, and their deteſtation for the antinomian 
election and barbarous reprobation which ſupport your doc- 


rival peculiarities, only vindicate your election as inconfiſlently as 
Mr. M*Gowan, and your reprobation as openly as Mr. Toplady.— 


[Sce. two other notes on the ſame performance; the one under 
the Arg. XXXviil. and the other under the Arg. xvii. ] 
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e defend the ſecond goſpel-axiom, which Calviniſm 
9 | entirely overthrows : No. 1, dilplays the un— 
guarded manner in which Mr, Toplady defends 
n the firſt goſpel-axiom. To form No. 2, I only 
* » make his arguments ſtand upon the other leg, 
8 and by this {imple method 1 ſhew the lamenels 
of Calviniſm, and the infamy which ſhe pours 
8 upon God's holineſs and good neſs, under fair ſhows 
t bol regard for theſe adorable attributes. 
Y* 
© Tux RICHT LEG of Cal- | The LEFT LEG of Cal. 
© viniſm, or the calvinian] viniſm, or the calvinian 
d doctrine of election and | doctrine of reprob ation 
's NECESSARY ſolineſs. and NECESSARY wick 
- | . ; | edneſs. | 
ARG. II. No. 1. [page | AnswEeR. No. 2. I af- 
1 17.] * I affirm with ſcrip- | firm with Calvin iſm, that 
ture, that they | the elect | the reprobates cannot be 
0 cannot be ſaved wilh- | damned without rwicked= 
5 out ſanctiſication and obe- | nefs and diſobedience. Yet 
1 dience. Yet is not their | is not their damnation 
K  ſaloaiton pecarious: for, | precarious : '- For, nat 
4 the very decree of elec: very decree of repro- 
5 tion, by which they were | bation, by which they 
d nominated and ordain- | were nominated and or- 
e. ed Uto eternal life, or- dained to eternal death, 
daained their intermedi- | ordained their interme- 
= gate renewal after the | diate conformity to the 
_ 08 image of God, in 1:igh- | image of the devil, in fin 
7 1 55 teouſneſs and true holz- | and true wickedneſs, Nay, 
an Ja neſs, Nay, that renew- 1 that conformity is itſelf 
as = alis itſelf the dawn and | the dawn and beginning | 
W $ 7 beginning of actual far of actual damnation. 45 
ir 5 Y | pation,” | 
an 5 RIGHT LES. LEFT LEG, 
c- 1 | | | 
WE Arc, III. No. 1. [page] AxNSsWER. No, 2. The 
ler ql 17.| © The ele& could no | reprobates could no more 
= more be ſaved without | be damned without per- 
ad 4 perſonal | e 
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perſonal holineſs, than | 
they could be _faved 
without perſonal exiſt— 
ence. And why? be- 
caule Cod's own decree 
fecures the * MEANS as 
well as the ENp, and 


ſonal u iced N, than they 
could be damned without 

erlonal exiſtence, And 
why ? becaule God's own 
decree ſecures the MEANS 
as well as the END, and 
accompliſhes THE END 


accompliſhes THE END 
BY. THE - MEANS, -* Lhe 
lame gratuitous predel- 
tination, which ordain- 
ed the exiſtence of the 
clect, as men; ordained | 
their purification, as/arnts: 
and they were ordained 
to BOTH, in order to their | 
being finally and com- 


BY THE MEANS. The 
ſame gratuitous predeſ- 
tination which ordained 
the exiſtence of the re- 


hrobates, as men; ordained 


their pollution, as finners : 
and they were ordained 
to BOTH, 
their being finally and 
completely damned in 


in order to 


pletely ſaved in Chrift Adam with eternal ſhame. 
with eternal glory,” * „ 


Before I produce the next argument, I think it 


is proper to obſerve, that the election of grace, 
which St. Paul defends, is not, as Calvin ſup— 
Poles, an abſolute election to eternal life, through 
neceſſitated holineſs: an election to this, Which, 
in the very nature of things, drags after it an 
abſolute reprobation to eternal death, through 
remedileſs tin, But the Apoſtle means a gratu- 
itous election to the privileges of the beſt coves 
nant of peculiarity, —a molt gracious covenant 
this, which is known under the name of chri- 


Tranuty—the goſpel of Chriſt, or ſimply the goſpel, 


by way of eminence, For, as, by a partial election 


of diſtinguiſhing favour, the Jews were once Choſen 
to be God's peculiar people, [at which time the 
Gentiles were reprobated, with reſpe& to Jewiſh 
privileges; being left under the inferior 5 | 


diſpenſation of reprieved Adam, and ſpared Noah, 
ſo, when the Jews provoked God to rejett them 
from being his peculiar people, he elected the 

| Gentiles 


1 
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Gentiles to whom he ſent the gofpel of Chrift > 
he elelled them, I ſay, and called them to believe 
this precious goſpel, and to be Holy in al! manner 


7 converſation, as becomes chriſtians. But, far 


rom ablolutely electiag theſe Gentiles to eternal 
ſalvation, through unavoidable holineſs calviniſ— 
tically impoled upon them, he charged them by 
his mellengers to make their CHRISTIAN calling 
and election ſure, leſt they ſhould be cut off. as the 
lews had been, for not making their IE wist 
calling and election fure, In ſhort, the election of 
race mentioned in the ſcriptures, is a gratuitous 
election to run the chriſtzan race with Paul, Peter, 
and James; rather than the Jeuiſt race with 
Moſes, David, and Daniel; or the race of gentiliſm 
with Adam, Enoch, and Noah. It is a gracious 
election, which implies no mercileſs, abſolute repro. 
bation of the reſt of mankind, And the Calviniſts 
are greatly miſtaken, when they confound this 
election, with our judaal election to receive the 
crown of life, a rewarding crown this, the re- 
ceiving of which depends, (1) On the grace of 
God, in Chriſt, and (2) On the voluntary obedience 
of faith; and will be judicially beſtowed accord- 
ing to the zmpartality of juſtice ; and not accord- 
ing to the partiality of grace. This will be de- 
monſtrated in an Efay on the election of RAE, 
and the election of JUSTICE, where the reader will 
ſee the true meaning of the paſlages, which Mr. 
Toplad y has ſo plauſibly preſſed into the ſervice of 
the following arguments, OY N 


Ricaur LEO. , er 


Ass. IV. No. 1. [page ANswE R. No. 2. God 


18.] © God the Father | the Father hath repro- 


hath choſen us in Chri/t, | bated us in Adam, beſore 
before the foundation | the foundation of the 


of the world, that we | world, that we ſhould 
ihould [not „e saveD, | [not be DAMNED, do what 
do | = WK 


$8. os. 


do what we will,” but] 


EE HOLY AND WITHOUT 
BLAME before himinlove, 
Eph. i. 4. Election is al- 


ways followed by regene- 


ration, and regeneration is 
the ſourcc of all good 
works,” 


Ricur LEG, 


ARG. V. No. 1. page 
18.48 We the eleCt | are 


manſhip, created anew 
in Chriſt Feſus: unto 
GOOD WORKS, which 
God. hath FoRE-OR- 
OAIN ED, that we ſhould 
Walk in them, Con- 
ſequently it does not 
follow from the doctrine 
of abſolute predeſtina- 
tion, that © the elect 


ſhall be /aved, do what 


they will,” On the 
contrary, they are choſen 
as much to HOLINESS 


as to keaven; and are 


fore-ordained to walk 
in coop works, by 
virtue of their election 
from eternity, and of 
their converion in time.“ 


Richi Lec, 


Axe. VI. No. 1. page 


18, 19.] Vet again, God 
hath from the begin- 
| . ning 
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y 
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we will; BUT BE UNHOLY 


AND FULL OF BLAME 
before him in malice, 
Reprobation is always 
followed by aßoſtacy; 


and apoſtacy is the lource 


of all bad works, 


Lerrt: LES. 


 Answrn., No. 2. We 


the Reprobates] are his 
his ſublequent Work- 


ſubſequent work man- 
ſhip, created anew in 
Adam unto BAD WORKS, 
which God hath roRE“E 


ORDAINED, that we 
ſhould walk in them, 
Conſequently it does” 


not follow from the 


doctrine of ablolute pre- 


deſtination, that * the 
reprobates{hall be damned, 
do what they will.“ 
On the contrary, they 
are reprobated as much to 
WICKEDNESS as to hell, 


and are fore-ordained to 
walk in BAD works, by 


virtue of their repro- 
from eternity, 
and of their perverſion in 
time. | 1 


LIT LRC. 
No. II. Ausweg R. Yet 
again, God hath from the 


beginning i. e. from 
| ver- 
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| ning (i. e. from ever - everlaſting] REPROBAT= 


lasting, 
vo to Salvation through 
ZSANCTIFICATION of the 
ſbirit, and BELIEF 
Ur 
ii. 13. 


&c. 


krutn:; 2 Thell. 
All therefore, 


who are choſen to Jſal- 


vation, are no leſs unal- 
terably deſtined to Ho- 
lines and faith in the 
mean while. 
#10, 


And, 
it is givin 
„ the eleft 


like the bleſſed 


faved, do what they 
« For the elect, 
erſon 


CHOSEN. 


of 


— 


if 


Hall 


— who redeemed them, 
not to do their own 
him that ſent them: 


> God concerning them, 


even their /anification. 
llence they 
preſsly ſaid to be elect 
= unto obedience. 
2X7 deed choſen becaule of 
= o5edience, 
7 71to it: 
7 not the foundation of | Reprobation does not de- 
grace, but ſtreams flow- | pend upon wickedneſs, 
ing from=i1t, 
does not depend upon 
oline, but holineſs de- 
pends upon elecłion. So 


are ex- 
Not in- 

but choſen 
for works are 


Hlection 


far, therefore, is predel- 


| 


* 


| 
| 


lination from being ſub⸗ 
verve 


Db you to damnation 
through POLLUTION of 
the ſpirit, and diſbelief 
of the truth, All, there- 
fore, who are reprobated 
to damnation, are nolels 
unalterably deſtined to 
wickedneſs and unbelief in 
the mean while. And, 


if fo, it 1s giving God 


| himſelf the lie to ſay, 
! God | that © the reprobate ſhall 
— himſelf the he to ſay, 
that 


1 will,” 


oe damned do what they 
will,” For the reprobate, 
like the bleſſed perſon 
who rejected them, come 
into the world not to do 
their own will, but the 


come into the world will of him that ſent 


them: and this is the 


will, but the will of | will of God concerning 


them, even their wicked= 


and this is the will of | ne/5. Hence they are ex- 


preſsly ſaid to be repro- 
bated unto diſobedience. 
Not indeed reprobated 
hecauſe of diſobedience, 
but reprobated unto it: 
for works are not the 
foundation of wrath, but 
ſtreams flowing from it. 


but wickedneſs depends 
upon reprobation. So far, 
therefore, is predeſtina- 
tion from being ſubver- 
ſive of bad works; that 
predeſtination to 295 is 

1e 
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verſive of good works; | the rRIMART cavsz of 


that predeſtination is | all the BAD works, 
the PRIMARY CAuss of | which have been and 
all the GOOD works, | ſhall be wrought, from 
which have been and | the beginning to the end 
ſhall be wroughit, from | of time. 

the beginning to the 
end of time. 


Dreœadfully-crooked as the /t leg of Mr, Top— 
Jady* s ſy ſtem is, it Perfectly agrees with the right 
leg: i. e. with his crooked eleckion, and his band 
predeſtination. He may deny it as abſolutely as 
priſoners at the bar deny what is laid to their 
charge: but their denial goes for nothing: the 
witneſſes are called in, and I produce two, v who 
are capital, and to whom [I ſuppoſe Mr. Toplady 


will hardly object. The firſt is Zanchius, and the 


fecond is his ingenious tranſlator, who ſays in his 
tranſlation, p. 350, © He [man| fell in conlequence 
of the divine decree.” —O0bſerv, p. 7. Whatever 
comes to paſs, comes to pals BY VIR1IUE of this 
ablolute, omnipotent will of God.“ Whatever 


things come to pals, come to pals NECESSARILY,” 


Ibid, © Whatever man does, he does NECESSA® 
RILY,”—Pzge 15, © ALL THINGS tuin out accord- 
ing to divine PREDESTINATION; not only the 
works we do outwardly, but even the thoughts 
we think inwardly, —P, 7, The will of God 1s the 


S 


PRIMARY and ſupreme Aus of ALI. things. 


P. 11. The sor causr why fome are ſaved and 
others periſb, proceeds from his WILLIN G the 
falvation of the former, and the perdition of the 
latter.—P, 15, We can oN do what God from 
eternity W1LLED and foreknew we SHOULD,— 
P. 7. No FREE WILL of the creature can reliff the 


will of (0d n 6 10. The purpole Or decree kf 


God ſignifies his everlaſting appointment of ſome 
men to life, and of others "to death: which ap- 
pointment flows ExnTinzly from 415 own free 

and 


3 4 CoM my 


* 


EE 


Q 6 


the intervention of the 
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and ſovereign wir, P. 57. If between the elett 
and the reprobate, there was not a great gulph 
fixed, ſo that neither CAN BY OTHERWISE than 
THEY ARE, then the will of God (which 1s the 
ALONE CAUSE why ſome are choſen and others 
not) would be rendered of no effe&.—P, 56, Nor 
would his word be true with regard to the non- 
elect, if it was PossiBLE for them to be ſaved, — 
P. 15, The condemnation of the reprobate is 
NECESSARY and IRRESISTIBLE, —P, 25. God 
worketh Aur things in ALL men, even WICKEDs 
N Ess in the wicked,” | 

On theſe propoſitions [the moſt unguarded 
words of which I have produced in capitals] 
I reit the left leg of Calviniſm; and taking my 
leave of the tran{lation of Zanchius, I return to 
the Vindication of the Decrees, and continue to 
make Mr, Toplady's doftrine of grace ſtand “ on 
2ts legs,” that is, on abſolute rebrobation to death, 


28 well as on a»ſolute election to life, 


Ricur Lec. Err Les. 


And. VII. No. i.] AnsSWER. No. 2. Rea⸗ 
[page 19] 4 Reaſon allo | ſon allo joins with ſcrip- 
Joins with ſcripture, in | ture, in aſſerting the in— 
aſſerting the indiſpen- | diipeni.ble neceſſity of 
ible neceſſity of ſancti | wickedneg/s, upon the 
fication upon the foot- | footing uf the moſt 
ing of the moſt abſolute | abfolute and irreſpec- 
and irreſpective EL: c- | tive REPROBATION ; or, 
TION: or, in other | in other words, that the 
words, that the cettain- | certainty of the Exp 
ty of the END does not | does not ſuperſede, but 
iuperſede, but gxsUR# | ENSURE the intervention 
of the MEANS, . 
MEANS,” 


— — — —— — nr 


R1icur 
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Ricnrt Lee, 


Ac. VIII. No, 1. 
[Page 21, 22.] „It was 
neceſſary that, as ſin- 
ners, they [the elect} 
ſhould not only be re— 


probated from puniſh- 
ment, and entitled to 
heaven ; but endued 


moreover with an in- 
ternal meetneſs for that 
1nheritance, This in- 
ternal meetneſs for hea- 
den can only be wrought 
by the refloring agency 
of God the Holy Ghoſt, 
who gracoufly engaged 
and took upon himſelf, 
in the covenant of peace, 
to renew and ſanctißſy all 
the elect people of God; 
ſaying, 1 will put my law 
zn thur minds, ——F£lef, 
Sc. through ſanctiſic a- 
tion of the ſpirit unto obe- 
dience, —{leflion, though 
productive of good 
works, is not founded 
upon them: on the con- 
trary, they are one of 
the glorious ENDS, to 
which they are choſen, 
Saints do not bear the 
7o0t, but the root them, 
Zlet ud ro obedience, —— 
They who have been 
elected, Sc. ſhall expe- 
rience the Holy Spirit's 
fanitijication, in begin- 

| ing 


7] Leer LES. 


ANs WER. No. 2. It 
was neceſſary that, as 
holy, they [the repro- 
bate | ſhould not only be 
appointed to puniſhment, 
and entitled to hel; but 
endued moreover withan 
internal meetneſs for that 
inheritance, ——This in- 
ternal meetrieſs for hell, 
| can only be wrought by 

the perverting agency of 
[the Manichean] God the 
unholy ghoſt, who ei- 
ouſly engaged, and took 
upon himſelf, in the co- 
venant of wrath to per- 
vert and dejile all the re- 
! probate people of God; 
laying, I wi'l put my la 
in ther minds. Repro- 
bate, Sc. through pollu- 
lion of the ſpirit unto 
diſobedience, - Reproba- 
tion, though produttiveof 
bad works is not found— 
ed upon them: on the 
contrary, they are one of 
the notorious ENDS, to 
which they are reproba- 
ted. Sinners do not bear 
| 


— 
— —_— 


— — 


the root, but the root 
them. RNeprobate UNTO 


d ſobedience. They who 


have been reprobated, &c, 


ſhall experience the wick- 


ed ſpirit's pollution, in be- 


ginning, advancing, and 
per- 


, Ad Hs Ws hy ad 
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„I anſwer, no. 


( 


ning, advancing, ant 


perlekting the wor rk of 


grace in their ſouls. 
The eteft, Sc. are MADE 
to ozey the command- 
ments of God, and to 
imitate Chrift, Ec, 1 lard, 
MADE to obey. Here per— 
haps the un ν Mr. 
Welley may alk, are tie 
el: hen mere machines? 
They are 
made WILLI N in the day 
of God's power,” “ 


Rlenr LEa. 


And, 9. 


23, 24. 
to bring his elect o glory, 


and in no other Way but 
that. If ſo, crys. Mr, 
Weſley, 5 They {hall be 


ſanctiſed or no“ What 
notwithſtanding 
andctiſicution 

an efſfential 
the decree concerning 


their 
1s, Hel, 


ſaved, whether they are 


29 ) 


— 


branch of 


No. 1. [page | 
God decrecd. 


in a way of fanth fication,” 


fin 01 


perfecting the work of 


fin in their fouls, —The 


rehrobates, Ec. are MADE. 
to dilobey the command- 
ments of God, and to 
imitate Satan, Sc. 1 fiid, 
Mapz to difob'y, Here 
perhaps the bluſhing Mr, 
Weſl:y may alk, are the 
rehrovates then mere 
machines? TL anſwer, no. 
They are MADE WILLING 


in the day of God's power. 


'Lert. Les; 


ANW. No, 2. God 
decreed to bring his re— 
provate to hell iu a way 
of un , and no other. 
way but that, If ſo, crys. 
Mr. Weilzy, they ſhall 
be damned, whether they 
3 What, not- 
withitand in their en- 
ni is, itlelt, an cil tential 
branch of the drcree 
concerningthem ? „The 
man may as weil affirm, 


82 
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them? The man may #s | that Paul might have 
well | preached 
En 5 


* Here Mr Toplady 
heard Of a w! ling maine? 


but as it is nee 


adds, “ and, I believe, no ets ever yet 
But he is miſtaken; 
philofophers call muchine, Whatever is fitted for Free notions, 
ald vet has no power to be; gin and determine its OWn mo*1ons, 
Now willing br ing the motion of a ſpirit, if a ſpirit cannot will 
jarily made to will, it is as vo! d ot a felf-de. » 


for all moral 


mining pr e as a hire-engine, and of coni:quence_ it is 
{ noraily Tpeaking ] as INCTC a machine, 


GC 
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well afirm that Abraham preached the goſpel, 


might have been the 
progenitor of nations, 
though he had died in 
infancy, &c. Equally 
illogical 1s Mr, Welley's 
impudent flander, that 


6 the el: ſhall be /aved 
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whether they be holy or 
BR EE EEE 


* 
6. . a 


Riehr LEG. 


AR c 10. No. 1. page 


20.] * Paul's travelling, 


and Paul's utterance, 


were. as certainly, and 
as neceſſarily included | 


in the decree of the 


MEANS, as his preach- 


ing was determined by 
the decree of the EN.“ 


Ricnre LES. 


"0 
do What they will,” i. e: | 


An c. 11. No. 1; [page 


28, 29.] 4% Love when 
[ calviniſtically } predi- 


cated of God, ſignifies 


his eternal benevolence : 
i. e. his everlaſting will, 
purpole and determi- 
nation, to deliver, bleſs 
and fave his 
people.“ —“ In order to 
the eventual accompliſh. 
ment of that ſalvation in 
the next world, grace 1s 
given them in this, to 

| : preſerve 


| elect | 


— 


| 


deva voce, in filly dite 
lerent regions, without 
travelling a ſtep!” P. 
23. Equally illogical is 
Mr, Welley's impudent 
ſlander, that © the Re- 
probate ſhall be damned, 
do what they will.“ i. e. 
whether they be” wicked 
Or not, | 


Lerr Lee, 


Axsw. No. 2. The 
rich glutton's gluttony, 
and his unmerciſulneſs, 


were as certainly and as 


neceſſarily included in 
the decree of the MEANS, 
as his being tormented in 
hell was determined by 
the decree of the END. 


LEFT Lie. 


ANSW. No. 2. Hate 
when calviniſtically pre- 
dicated of God, ſignifies 
his eternal -will: i. e. 
his everlaſting will, pur— 
pole, and determination, 


to ꝛnthral, curſe and damn 


his | reprobated | people, 
In order to the even- 
tual accompliſhment of 
that damnation in the 
next world, wickedneſs is 
oiven them in this, to 


| preſerve them (and pre- 


ſeryc 
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preſerve them fan pre- 


lerve them it does from 
doing the evil they ot ter 
wile would. This is all 
the election which Calvi- 
nilm, &c. contends for: 
even a predeſtination t 


99 


RIGHT: Lie. 


ARG; 12, No, 1. | page 
33.] © Now, if it be the 


Father's will, that Care/t 


ſhould loſs none of his 
elf; if Chriſt himlelt, 


him, does actually give 


unto them eternal Ufe, 


and ſolemnly avers, that 
they ſhall never per; 


if God be fo for them, 
that none can hinder 


their jalvation, Sc. if 


they cannot be con- 
demned, and nought (hall 


ſeparate them from the 


love of Chriſt; it clearly 


and inevitably follows, 


that, Not one of the elect 
can heriſi but they mull 
all neceſſarily be /aved. 
Which f/alvation conliſts 
as much in the recovery 
of moral rectitude below. 
as in the enjoyment of 


eternal blefſedneſs above.” 


| 


— 


in conſequence of their 
covenant-donation to 


— 


n 


c 


— 


ſerve them it does) from 
doing the good they 
Ootherwile would. — This 
is ail the rehrobation 
which Calviniſm con— 
ten ds for; even a pre- 
deſtination to WICKL Ds 
NESS and HELL. 


LEFI Leco. 


Axsw, No. 2. Now, 
if it be the Father's will, 
that Satan ſhould loſe 
none of his reprobate ; if 
Satan himſelf, in con= 
ſequence of their cove- 
nant-donation to him, 
does actually give unto 
them eternal death, and 
ſolemnly avers, thatthey . 
ſhall nevere/cape; if God 


be ſo againfl them, that 


none can hinder their 
damnation, Sc. if the; 
cannot be juſtified, and 
nought ſhall ſeparate. 
them from the hate of 
Chriſt; it clearly and 
inevitably follows, that, 
Not one of the reprobate 
can eſcape; but they muſt 
all neceſſarily be damned. 


Which damnation con- 


ſiſts as much in the being 


' ſtripped of moral rectitude 


on earth, as intheenduring 
of eternal torments in hell. 


+8 Ws | WEE 


( #3.) 


By ſuch wreſted texts, and deluſive arguments 
as theſe, it is, that Mr, Toplady has vindicated 
God's holineſs upon calvinian principles, Now 
as he requeſts that Calviniim may ſtand vroN 
178 Ines, that is, upon abſolute election and abſolute 
repros: ations I appeal to all the unprejudiced world, 
have I not made the Diana of the Calviniſts and 
raight? Have I not ſuffered her to reſt upon her 
deft leg, as well as upon the right? If that leg 
terminates in an hortibly- cloven foot; is it Mr. 


Weſley's fault, or mine? Have we formed the 


doctrinal image, which is ſet up in myſtical 


Geneva? Is the quotation produced in my motto 
forged? Is not abfolute reprovation one of the 


dofrines of grace” [ſo called] as well as abſolute 
election? May I not ſhew the full face of Cal- 
viniſm, as well as her fide face? It a man pays 
we a guinea, have I not a right to ſuſpect that it 


is falle, and to turn it, if he chat wants to paſs it, 
will never let me "Is the reverſe of it in a clear 


light? Can Mr, Toplady blame me for holding 
forth calvinian reprobatzon ? Can he find fault 
with me for fhewing what he ſays, I am not only 


bound to ew, but to “ pereEND?Y? If Calviniſm. 


is * the doctrine of grace,” which I muſt engage 
ſinpers to eſpouſe, why ſhould I ſerve her as the 


ſoldiers did the thieves on the croſs? Why, at 


leaſt, ſhould I break one of her legs, If ever J 
bring her into the Put pit, ſhe ſhall come upon 
"BOTH HER LESS, The chariot of my Diana 
ſhall be drawn by the biting ſerpent, as well as 
by the. filly dove; I will preach calvinian rehro— 
bation, as well as calvinian elef{ton, I will be a 
man of © conſcience and honour,” 

And now, reader, may I not addreſs thy con- 
ference and reaſon, and alk; if all the fallen angels 
had laid their heads together a thouſand years, to 
contrive an artful way of rehroaching the living 
God—the Hory Oxz of Iſrael, could they have 
done it more effeCtuzlly than by getting myriads 


; of 
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of proteſtants [even all the Calviniſts ] and myriads 
of papiſts ſeven all the Dominicans, Janſeniſts, 
&c. ] to paſs the falſe coin of ab/olute election and 
abſolute reprovation, with this deceitful, alluring 
inſcription; Neceffary holineſs unto the Lord, and 
this deteſtable Manichean motto on the reverſe, 
Neceſſary wic krDbNEHSS wnto the Lord? And has 
not Mr, Toplady preſumed too much on thy 
credulity, in ſuppoling, that thou wouldſt never 
have wiſdom enough to look at the black reverſe 
of the ſhining medal, by which he wants to bribe 
thee into Calviniſm? 


yo 


C's-:. SECTION 


E NN: Hh; 


An anſuer to ſome appents to SCRIPTURE and REAs 
oN, by which Mr, Toplady attempts to ſupport the 


ABSOLUTENESS: and HOLINESS of the caluinian 
de. TAY: : | 


I! ET us ſee if Mr, Toplady is happier in the 
choice of his ſcriptural and rational illuſ— 
trations, than in that of his arguments. To ſhew 
that God's decrees, reſpecting man's life and ſal- 
vation, are abſolute, or | which is all one] to ſhew 
that the decree of the end neceſſarily includes the 


decree of the means, he appeals to the caſe of 


Hezekia, thus 


Are, XIII. [page 20,] God reſolved that 
Hezchiah ſhould live filteen years longer than 


Hlezehiah expected, &c. It was as much com- 


prized in God's decree, that [T:zehiah ſhould eat, 


drink, and fleep, during thole fifteen years: and 


that he ſhould not jump into the ſea, &c. as that 
hiicen years ſhould be added to his life.“ 
From this quotation it is evident, that Mr, Top- 
lady would have us believe, that none of God's 
decrees are conditional ; that when God decrees 
the Exo, he does it always in ſuch a manner, 
as to ENSURE the MxANs neceſſarily in order to 
bring about the END; and that Hezekiah is ap- 
pealed to, as a proof of this doctrine. Untortunate 


appeal! if I had wanted to prove juſt the con- 


trary, I do not know where I thould have found 


an example more demonſtrative of Mr, Toplady's 


miſtake: witneſs the following account. Hezekiah 


was ick unto death and Jaiah came to him and 


faid, Thus faith thus DECREESG the Lord, Set thy 
houſe in order: for thou ſhalt Dif, and NOT LIVE. 
- If, xXxxxviii. 
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I. xxxviii. 1. Here is an explicit, peremptory 


decree: — a2 deciee where no condition is ex- 


preifed ;—-—a decree which wears a negative aſpe ct, 
1hou flialt NOT LIVE: and a poſuirve oum, Thow 
SHT DIE. Ihe ot ANS of executi! 1 the decree 
was alrcady upon Hezchiah he was Ae unto deaths 
And yet, ſo far was he from thinking, ttrat the 
decree of the end ABSOLUCLLY included that of 
the means, that he ſet himſelf upon praying for 
life and health ; vea, upon doing it as a jewiſh 


perte ctionilt. Vahen Hezekiah turned ths face 


heads 


* 


eee 57> 
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towards the wail, and prayed, Remember now, 0 
Lord, I befeech - thee, how 1 have walked before thee 
with a PERFECT he art, Oc. and Hezchia li wept fore. 
Jen Came the werd of the Lord to Tjaiah, dying, 
Go, and fay to 1 ezektah, {hus faith chus decreeth |] 
the Lord, I have heard thy prayer, 4 have ſeen thy 
tears: behold 1 will add unto thy days fifteen years, 
ver. 2, 5. From this account it is evident, that 
THezehian might have 19 have reverſed the 
decree about his LIE, by ſtabbingaor drowning 
himſelf, as he reverſed the decree about his 
PEATH, by weeping and praying; and that Mr, 
Toplady has forgotten himſelf as much in pro» 
ducing the cale of 7ezekich in ſupport of Cal- 
viniſm, as if he had appealed to our Lord's ſermon 
on the mount, in defence of the lawleſs goſpel of 
the day, 
A kind of infatuation attends the wiſeſt men, who 
openly fight the battles of error, In the end, their 
[words, like that of the champion of the Philiſ- 
tines, do their cauſe more miſchief than ſervice, 
Mr, Toplady will perhaps afford us another in- 
ſtance of it. Alter producing ezekzah to eſtabliſh 
the abſoluteneſs of God's decrees, he call. in the 
firſt Jewiſh hero. FJoſhua is brought to de mon- 
ſtrate, that the decree of the end always binds 
upon us an unavoidable ſubmiilion to the decree 
of the means: or, to ſpeak more intelligibly, that 
God's decrees to blels or to curſe, are always 
| abſolute, 
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abſolute, and nece/ſitate us to uſe the means leading 
to his bleliing or his curſe, _ 

ARG, XIV. [Page 23.] Prior to the taking of 
Jericho, it was revealed to Joſhua, that he ſhould 
certainly be matter of the place. Nay, fo pEREMP= 
TORY was the DECREE, and ſo expreſs the revela- 
tion of it, that it was predicted as if it had already 
taken effect: I have given into thy hand Jericho, &c. 
This allirance, than which nothing could be more 
ablolute, did not tie up Joſhua's hands from action, 
and make him fit down without uling the MEANS, 


which were NO LESS appointed than the END. 


On the contrary,” &c,—Here we are given to 
underſtand, that Jou, and the Iſraelites could 
never crols any of God's gracious decrees by 
neglecting the means of their accompliſhment ; 
becauſe they were neceſitated to ule thoſe means, 


Thus is Joſhua preiſed into the ſervice of cal. 


vinian necefſity, and the abfoluteneſs of God's de- 


crees: Joſhua, who of all the men in the world, 


is molt unlikely to ſupport the tottering ark of 
calvinian neceſlity, For when he ſaw in the 
wilderneſs the carcaſes of ſeveral hundred thous« 
and perſons, to whom God had promiſed the 
good land of Canaan with an oath, and who never- 
theleſs entered not in becauſe of unbelief, he ſaw 
ſeveral hundred thouſand proofs, that God's 
promiſes are not abſolute» and that when he 
deals with rewardable and puntſhable agents, 
the”decree of the end is not unconditional, and 
does by no means include an zrre/:/tible decree 


which binds upon them the unavoidable ule of the 


means. 
But, conſider we the peculiar caſe of Joſhua 
himlelf, The Lord Jſpake unto Fojhua, ſaying, 
There ſnall not any man be able to ſtand before thee 
all the days of thy life — I will not fail thee, nor 
forfake thee, Jolh, i. 5, Now this peremptory 
decree of the Env, far from neceſſarily including 
the MEANS, actually failed by a ſingle flaw in on 
0 
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uſe of the means, The diſcbedience of Achan 
reverſed the decree: for he diiregarded the means 
or condition which God had appointed: turn not. 
to th: right or to the leſt, that thou mayeſt projper, 
it herſocver thou goeſt, Joſh. i. 7. Tleuce it is, 
that, when Actin Hud lurned to the left, the decree 
failed. and we find Joſhua profirate before the ark 
a whole day, with his clothes rent, and 4 upon ag 
NAA lamenting the flight of Iſracl before Ai, 
and w: hing that Ne had been content, and had 
d welt onthẽ other fide Jordan. Nor do l fee in 


(od's anſwer to him. the lcaſt hint of Mr. Top- 


"+ lady's dottiine. H lieft thou upon thy face? 
— 1frael hath junned, and they have alſo tranſorefſed my 
*® covenant : for they have even taken of the accurſed 


+ th; ng. A horefore the children of A1fraelt could not 
tand before ther enemies, —becauſe they were ace 
Fevrſed: neither will J be with you any more, except 
ye de/troy the accurſed thing, Joſh. vii. 1. 13, 


2 - Hence: it appears, that, when Mr. Toplady 


appeals to Joſhua in defence of the abſoluteneſs 
of God's decrees, he dilplays his ſkill in the art 


ol logic, as much as if he appealed to the heremß- 
torin. 7 of the famous decree, Yet forty days. and 
7 z | unzodly Nuneven fa be deftrayed : and yet 
#7 Peexicenct Nineveh was ſpared: fo unſcriptural 
is the allertion, that the decree of the end ENSURES 
the viz of the mans, when God tries moral agents 
in the day of faivation, in order to puniſh or 
reward them according to their works, in che day 
Y of judgment! 


Mr. Toplady ſuppoits theſe unfortunate appeals 
to feripture. by the following appeal to reaſon, 
Arc. XV. [Paige 24.] 6 Suppoſe it was inſal- 


E livly revealed to an army, or to any ſingle in- 


dividual, that the former ſhould certainly gain 
ſuch a battle, and the latter certainly win ſuch a 
race, would not the army be mad to ſay, Then we 
will not fight a ſtroke? would not the racer be 
inſane to add, Nor will I move ſo much az one of 
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my feet, &c. Equally illogical is Mr, Weſley's 
impudent ilander, that The ele ſha!! be ſaved do 
what they will, Gc.— Either he is ablolutely unac- 
quainted wick the. firſt principles of reaſoning ; 
Cr he offers up the knowledge he has, as a whole 
burnt-{:crifice on the altar of malice, calumny, 
and tiilenood,”? | 

This fevere cenſure will appear calviniſtically 
gratuitous, if we conſiddet, that it is entirely found. 
ed upon he raproprietv of the illuſtrations pro- 
duced by Mr, Toplady. If he had exactly repre- 
ſented the calc, he would have ſaid, © Suppole it 


was Infailbly revealed to an army, that they 


ſhould certainly gain ſuch a battle; that they 
could do nathing towards the victory by their 
Own fighting; that the battle was fought, and 


alſolutely won for them 1700 years ago; that if 
they refuſed to fight to-day, or if they ran away, 


or were taken priſoners, their triumph would not 
be lefs certain; and that putting their bottle to 


their neighbour's mouths, and defiling their wives, 


inſtead of fighting, would only make them ſing 


victory louder, on a certain day called a day of 3 


power, when omnipotence would ſovereignly 
exert itſelf in their behalf, and put all their ene- 


mies to flight ;—ſ{uppoſe again it was revealed to a 


racer, that he ſhould certainly win ſuch a race, 
and receive the prize, whether he ran to-day 
backward or forward ; becaule his winning the 
race does not at all depend, upon his own {wilt 
running, but upon the ſwiftneſs of a great racer, 
wha, yeſterday fan the race for him, and who 
abſolutely imputes to him his ſwift running, even 
while he gets out of the courſe to chaſe an ewe- 
lamb, or viſit a Delilah ;—that the covenant, 
which ſecures him the prize, is unconditionally or- 
dered in all things and ſure; that, though he may 
be unwilling to run now, yet in a day of irreſiſtible 
power he ſhall be made willing to fly and receive 
tac prize; and that his former loitering will only 


. tet. 
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let off the greatneſs of the power, which is a. 
lutely engaged to carry him, and all elect racers, 


quite from Egypt to Canaan in one hour, if they 


have loitered till the eleventh hour ;*? 


luppoic, 


I ſay, Mr. Toplady had given us ſuch a juft view 


of the caſe, who could charge the ſoldiers with 


* madneſs,” and the racer with * being inſane“ 
if they agreed to lay, + We will neither fght nor 


vun, but take our eale and indulge ourſelves, 1111 


the day of power come, in which we (hall irre- 


lilly be made to pain the battle, and to win the 


race p | 


From theſe rectiſted illuſtrations, it appears, fl 


am not miſtaken, (4) that, when Mr, Weſley ad- 
vanced his conſequence, he neither * fhewed him- 


. 


elf abſolutely unacquainted with the firſt principles 


iT of reaſoning a. nor « offered up the knowledge he 
nis, as a whole burnt facrijice on the altar of malice, 
7 calumny, and falſehood : and (2) that, when 


Mr. Toplady's appeals to ſcripture and reaſon 
are made fairly to ſtand upon their legs, they do 


bis doctrine as little ſervice as his limping argu= 
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An anſwer to the arguments, by which Mr. Toplady 


endeavours to reconcile caluinian reprebation with 
divine JUSTICE, 


E have ſeen how unhappily the tranſlator of 


| Zanchius has reconciled his doctrines of 
grace and abjoiute elechion with God's HoLINESS: 
let us now lee if he has been more ſucceſsful i 
reconciling his dottrines of wrath and eln 
reprobation with divine JUSTICE, | 
ARC. XVI. [Page 95. | 5 Fuftice con/: its in Yen- 
dering to every man his duc. —Mr. Toplady gives 
us this narrow definition of juſtice to make way for 
this argument: God owes us no bleſling, and 
therefore he may graluitouſly give us an ever- 
laſting curſe, He does not owe us heaven, and 
therefore he may juftly appoint that eternal fin and 
damnation ſhall be our unavoidable portion, —Buty 
is not a king unjuſt when he eunISHES an 1 0 
able fault with uninterrupted a as well as 
when he refuſes to pay his juſt debts ? — 
Ac. XVII. | Iid.] God is not a debtor. to 


any man.“ — True, | ſtrictly ſpeaking:] but, (1). 


Does not God owe to himſelf, to behave like himſelf 
[that is, like a practous and Juf Cicator | towards 
every man ?—{2) When God, by his promi ile has 
engaged himſelf Judicially to render to every man 
according to hs works, is it juſt in him to necritate 
ſome men to work righteouſneſs, and nete to 
work iniquity, that he may reward the former, and 
puniſh the latter, according to arbitrary decrees of 
abſolute election to life, and of abſolute reprobation 
to death P—and (3) Do not the facred writers 
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obſerve, mat God has condeſcerd:d tomate Atte 
a debtor to his creatures by bis gracious ptotmics: 
did Afr, Loplidy never read, I thut hath fity np 
the Hor, lendeth unto the Lord, «nd Hh, wirat he 
LAY 70 out it flirt be H, him Again! Prov. xix. 17. 
Vhen evangelical Paul hath fought a good fot. 
105 's he not took or a crown from the ESE judy! 
9 0 declare that God is not uns; Aitrous lo ory tl our, 
our of love? and tif we cone our fins, is not God 
b nd by his JUSTICE, 4s well as by his ſa: ul, 515 
to forgive and cle ae, us? i John i. g. | 
An. XVIII. | 45:4. ] 56 1 it can be proved, that 
He | God ] owes fs; ation to every rational being ne 
has made: ; then, and then only, will it follow, that 
Gol is unt in not paying this debt of ſalvation 
to each, &c.— What ſhadow of i njaftice can be 
faitened on his conduct, for, in iis caſes, wills 
holding what he does not owe?! — This argument 


15 produced by Mr. Toplady, in a variety of 
. Ciefſes, The flaw of it confiſts in ſuppoſiog, that 
there can be no medium between denying cternal 


lalva'ion, and appointing to 6 ernal damnation ; 
and that, becauſe G. d may ablolutely elect as many 
of his creatures as he ple eal2s to a crown of glory, 
e may abſolutely reDrobate as many as Calvinil.n 
leaſes to eternal {in and everlaſting burnings. 


The ablurdity of this concluhon will be diſcovered. 


by tne reader, if he looks at it through the glals of 
the follo: wing illuſtratt ans. Mr. 15% dy is not 
obliged, by any rite of juſtice, io give Ar. Weſley 
hy indie pounds, Bec he owes ht: n 0 
money; and therefore Mr. . may. p! ve Mr. 
Wieſley an hundred gratuity 15 ſtrip? s, Wife 
breaking any fule of juſtice, The king may with— 
out injultice gratuitoully give a thouſand pounds to 


one man, tea thouſind to another, an hundred to a 


| 

third, and nothing to-a fHurth; and thereloie 1118 
king may a, io, 1 I: 1) (ice or Auton'ty give 
an hindred. tabs to one mim, a thou 10 


another, and ten houfand 9 A und; £2168; M ly 
L Netter 


| 
i 
. 
N 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
1 
ö 


1 


neceſſitate them to offend, that he may hang and 
burn them with a fhow of juitice, * 
ARG. XIX. [Page 36.] 1 defy any man to 
ſhew in what ſingle reſpect the actual limitation of 
happineſs itſelf is a jot more j aſt and equitable (in 
a Being poſſeſſed of infinite power) than the decre— 
rive limitation of the perſons who ſhall enjoy that 
happineſs,” —The queſtion is not whether God 
can juſtly [imitate the nass of man, or the 


number of the men, whom he will raile to ſuch and 


fuch heights of happineſs, This we never diſputed : 
on the contrary, we afllert with our Lord, that 
when God gives degrees of happineſs, as a Bene— 
4 for, he may do what he pleaſes with his own ; he 
may give five talents to one man, or to five thouſand 
men; and two talents to two men, or to two militons 
of men,—Wherein then does the fallacy of Mr. 


Toplady's argument conſiſt? In this moſt irrational 


and unjult concluſion: God may, without injuſtice, 
LIMIT THE HAPPINESS of his human creatures, 
and the NUMBER of thoſe, who ſhall enjoy /uch and 
ſuch a degree of HAPPINESS; and theictore, he 
may alſo «without injuſiice abſolutely reprobate as 
many of his unborn creatures as he pleaſes, and 
decree to protrack their infernal torments to all 
eternity, after having firſt decreed their neceſſary 
fall into ſin, and their neceſſary continuance in ſin, 
as neceſſary MEANS in order to their neceſſary END, 
which is eternal damnation. Is not this an admi- 
rable Vindication of Calvin's decrees ? Who does not 
ſee that the concluſion has no more to do with the 

remiſs, than in the foilowing argument: the Loid 
Chancellor may without injuſtice preſent Mr. T. 
to a living of fifty pounds or to one of two Funded 
pounds, or he may reprobate Mr. T. from all the 
crown-livings; and thereſore the Lord Chancellor 


may, without inst ice, ſue Mr, T. for fiſty pounds or 7, = 


two hundred pounds whenever he pleaſes, What 
name ihall we give to the Logic which deals 1n 
ſuch arguments as thele P. | 
kg: : | ARG, 


(--34- 4 
Age. XX. [Page  g7.] He nan) derives his 


exiſtence from God, and therciore [ſays Armi— 
nianiſm1 God is bound to make their exiſtence 


= happy.” 1 would rather lay, God is bound both by 


the rektitude of his nature, and by the promues of 
his guluel, not to epiobate any man to remedilels 
{fin and eternal miſery, till he has actually deſerved 
fich 4 dreadful reprobation, at lealt by one but 
thought, which he was not abſolutely predeſtinated 


> to think, But Calviniſm ſays, that God abſolutely 


reotobated a majority of men, before they thoupht 
their firſt thought, or drew their fir{t breath, If 
Ar, Toplady had ſtated the caſe in this plain man— 
ner, all his readers would have ſeen his dottrine 
of wrath without a veil, and would have thud- 
dered at the fight, | 


ARG. XXI. { Ibid] * If God owes ſalvation o 


a!'! his creatures as ſuch, even the workers of ini— 


quity will be ſaved, or God muſt ceaſe to be juſt,” 


—]1 never heard any Arininian ſay, that God owes 
ſalvation, i. e. heavenly glory, to all his creatures as 


such; for then all hories, being God's creatures as 


well as men, would be taken to heaven: but we 
maintain, that God will never mediately entail ne- 
ct an, remedileſs in upon any of his creatures, that 
he may infallibly puniſh them with eternal dam- 
nation. And we aſſert, that, if God had not gra- 
cioully deſigned to replace all mankind in a ſlate of 
initial ſalvation from fin and hell, according to the 
various Giſpenſations of his redeeming grace, he 
would have puniſhed Adam's perſonal lin by a per- 


XZ /ona! damnation, Nor would he have ſuffered him 


to propagate his fallen race, unleſs the ſecond 
Adam had extended the bleſſing of redemption ſo 
far as to ſave from eternal miſery all who die in 


their infancy, and to put all who live long enough 


to act as moral agents, in capacity of avoiding hell 
by working out thetr own ETERNAL, ſalvation in the 


day of their temporary ſalvation:—a day this, 


| which inconſiſtent Calviniſts call © the day of 
| grace.” 
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Vr. Toplady, after decrying our do{(trine ol. 


Nec às leading to groſs iniquity, indirectly owns, 
liiat the condittenality of the promite of eternat 
{alvation guards ou poſpel agaiuit the charge of 
\rtinomianiim,—a dreadlul charge this, which 
, 
„ Cannot defend his {amwleſs, unconditional election 
to eternal life, and his wrataful, unconatitonal 
reprobation to eternal death, without taking the 
conaitionality of eternal ſalvation out of the way, 
he attempts to do it by the following dilemme. 
Ax. ALL [Page 39. | ls ſalvation due to a 
man that does not perform thoſe conditions? . If 
you fay, VES; you jump, hand over head, into 
what you youfſelf call Antinomianiſm,—If you ſay, 
that ſalvation is not due to a man, unleſs he do 
fulfil the conditions; it will follow, that man's own 


performances are merttorious of ſalvation, and bring 


God himſelf into debt.“ TEE | 
We an{wer (1.) To ſhow the tares of Calviniſm, 
Mr. Toplady raiſes an artificial night by con- 
founding the paring ſalvation of the Father—the 
atoning faluation of the Son—the convincing, con— 
verting, and periciling ſalvation of the Spirit. Yea, 
he conſounds actual ſalvation from a thouſand tem- 


poral evils—temporary ſalvation from death and hell 


initial ſalvation iram the guilt and power of 
ſhn—prefent ſalvation into the bleſſings of Chril- 
tianity, Judaiſm, or Gentiliſm continued ſalvation 
into theſe bleſhings—efernal ſalvation from death 
and hell——and eternal ſalvation into glory and 
heaven :—he confounds, I ſay, air theſe degrees of 
ſalvation, which 1s as abſurd as if he confounded all 
degrees of life—the life of an embryo—of a ſuck- 
ing child—of a ſchool-boy—of a youth—of a man 
—of a departed faint—-and of an angel, When he 
has thus ſhuffled his cards, and played the danger- 
ous game of confuſion, what wonder is it if he 
wins it, and makes his inattentive readers believe, 


that what can be affirmed with truth of /alvation R 


{ils lo heaviiv on Calviniſm. : Conſcious. that 
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FATO HEAVENLY GLORY, muſt be true alſo, when 

it is affirmed of /alvatzon FROM EVERLASTING 
BURNINGS; and that becauſe God does not own 
heaven and angelical honours to un born children, 
he may ju/'/y reprobaie them to e and to /alantcal, 
emedileſs wickedneſs as tie way to it. 


(2) Diſtinguiſhing what Mr. Toplady confounds, 


we do not {cruple to maintain, that though Goda 
is not bound to give exflence, much leſs heavenly 
glory, to any creature; yet, all his creatures, Who 
never perſonally offended him, have a right to expect 
at his hands ſalvation from everlaſting ſere, till they 
have deſerved His eternal and abfjolute reprobation 


by committing fome PERSONAL, and AVOIDABLE 


offence. Hence it is, that all mankind are born 
in a ſtate of inferior ſalvation: for they are all 
born out of eternal fire; and to be out of hell 1s 


a conſiderable degree of faloation, unleis we are 


ſuflered to live unavoidably to delerve everlaſting 
burnings, which is the cale of all Calvin's imagi- 
nary revrovales, | 19 85 85 


(3) Mr. Toplady & throws out a barrel for the 
amulement of ihe whale, to keep him in play, 


and make him loſe ſight of the ſhip” the fires 
ſhip, For, in order to make us lole fight of av/olute 
rehrobation, remedueſs wickednefs, and everlaſting fire, 
which [1t Calviniſm be true] is the unavordable 
lot of the greateſt part of mankind even in their 
mother's womb; he throws out this ambiguous ex- 
preſſion sALVvATION DUE: juſt as if there were 
no medium between ſalvation due, and CALVINIAN 
reprobation due ! whereas it is evident, that there 
is the medium of non- creation, or that of deſtruction 
n a ſtate of ſeminal exiſtence. i 
(4) The flaw of Mr, Toplady's argument will 
appear in its proper magnitude, if we look at it 
through the following illuſtration, A whole regi— 
ment 1s led to the left by the colonel, whom the 
genera! wanted to turn to the right. The colonel, 
no is perſonally in the fault, is pardoned; and 
Die x five 
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five hundred of the ſoldiers, who by the over- 


bearing influence of their colonel's diſobedience, 


were necefitated to move to the left, are appointed 
to be hanged for not going to the right. The 
general ſends to Geneva for 7ertullus, who vin- 
c1cates the ice f the execution by the following 
peech. & Preferment is Nor DUE to obedient 
'io!diers, much leſs to ſoldiers who have neceſ/arily 
diſobeyed orders; and therefore your . gracious 
general acts confiſtently with juſtice, in appointing 
ele five hundred ſoldiers to be hanged, for, as 


there is no medium between not promoting ſoldieis 


and hanging them, he might jultly have hanged 


the whole regiment, FHe is not bound, by any law, 


to give any ſoldier a captain's commiſſion; and 
therefore he is perfectly juſt, when he lends theſe 
military re probates to the gallows,” Some of the 
auditors clap TJertullus' argument: P. O. cries 
out that it is * mofl maſberly : but a ſew of the ſol- 
diers are not quite convinced, and begin to queſtion 
whether the holy ſervice of the mild Saviour of ths 
world, is not preferable to the antinomian ſervice 
of the abſolute Reprobator of countleſs myriads of 


unborn infants - 5. | 


(5) The other law of Mr, Toplady's dilemma 


conſiſts in ſuppoſing that goſbel-worthineſs is incom- 


patible with the goſpel; whereas all the doctrines 


of juſtice, which make one half of the goſpel, ſtand 


or fall with the doctrine of evangelical worthineſs. 


We will ſhout it on the walls of myſtic Geneva: 
they that follow Chriſt, ſhall walk with him in white, 


rather than they that follow antichriſt; for they: 


ARE [MORE] WORTHY,—IVatch and pray always, 


that you may be counted woRTHY to eſcape, and to: 
and rewardable before the fon of man. —IVhatever 


ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, & c. knowing that 


ef the Lord ye all receive the REWARD OF THE 
INEERITANCE,—-For he will ſay, in the great day 
vi retribution, Come, ye bleſſed, 1INUERIT the Kingdom, 
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| which ye have wrought, —So fight, that you may not 
be reprobated | by femunetative juſtice.—So run, 
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&c. for I was hungry and ye gave me meat, & c.— Co, 


De curſed, into everlaſting foe, &Cc. for I was hungry 
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and ye gave mne no meat, & c. — The dottrine of 
Eh artſatc merit we. abhor: but the doctrine of 


EZ rewardable bediente we honour, defend, and extol. 


Believers, let not Mr, Toplady beguzle you of your 


© REWARD throug voluntary Numuliy, Af ye d, after 
the fiejh ye ſhall die but if ye, through the ſpurtl, 


＋. 
mortify the deeds of 
a man ſoweth, 1H ſhall he aljo reap. 


the body, ye ſhall live. I Aatſocver 


For we 


hall all appear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that 


every one may receive the things done in the body, 


* 


8 
1 
Red 


=} according to that he nas done, whether it be good or 


* 


bad. Look to yourſelves, that ye loje not the things 


that you may {judicially] obtain an incorruptible 


cron. Remember Lot's wife, —By patient continuance 
5 0 2 well. doing ſeek for glory * and God, according to 
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his gracious promiles, will render you eternal life e 


for he is not untrue, to break his evangelical promiſe, 


nat unrighteous, to forget your work that proceedeth 
from love, Your perſevering obedience ſhall be 
graciouſly rewarded by à crown of ee 
which the Lord, the RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, ha give 


you at that day; and then great ſaall be your reward 
in heaven, bor Chriſt himſelf hath ſaid, Be faith- 
ful unto death, and I will, give thee the crown of 


hfe—My ſheep follow me, and J give unto them 


eternal life in glory, For I am the author. of 


ETERNAL ſalvation to them that oBEY me. What 
can be plainer than this goſpel! Shall the ablurd 
crics of Popery ! Merit] &c, make us aſhamed of 
Chriſt's diſciples; of Chriſt's words; and of 
Chriſt himſelf! God forbid! Let the fcriþtures 


let Gop be true, though Mr, Toplady ſhould be 


miltaken, = 
Are, XXIII. [Page 38.] © It he [God] be not 


| obliged, in juſtice, to ſave mankind, then neither 


is he unjuſt in paſſing by ſome men: nay he might, 
aad he lo pleated, have paſſed by the whole of 
| mankind, 
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mankind, wfthout electing any one individual of 
the fallen race; and yet have continued holy, uſt 
and god.” | | 


True: he might have paſſed them by without fix. 


ing any blot upon his Juſtice and goodness, if by 
paſſing them by Mr. T. means leaving them in the 
wretched {tate of einal exiſtence, in which ſtate 
his vindictive juſtice found them after Adam's 
fall. For then, an unknown PUNISHMENT femnally 
endured, would have borne a juſt proportion to 
an wunknown SIN femally committed. But if, by 
PASSING fome men BY, this gentleman means, ag 
Calvimim does, * abfolntely predeſlinating ſome 
men to neceſſary, remedileſs fin, and to unavoidable, 
eternal damnation ,” we deny that God might 
JUSTLY have paſſed ty the wont of manking $— 
we deny that he might jusTLY have pailed by one 
fingle man, woman, or child. Nay, we aſhrm, 
that, if we conceive Satan, or the evil Principle 
of Manes, an exerting, creative power,. we could 
not conceive him worſe employed, than in form- 
ing an abſolute reprobate in embryo: that is, “ a 
creature unconditionally, and abſolutely doomed 
to remedileſs wickednels, and everlaſting fire,” 

As the {imple are frequently impoſed upon by 
an artful ſubltituting of the harmieſs word paffing 
by, for the Tertible word aZfolutely reprobating to 
death, I beg leave to ſhew, by a ſimile, the vaſt 
difference there is between theſe two phraſes, 
A king may without injuſtice paſs by all the beg- 
gars in the ſtreets, without giving them any 
bounty; becauſe, if he does them no good in thus 
paſjing them by, he does them no harm, But ſup- 
pole he cailed two captains of his guards, and ſaid 
to the firſt, If you ſee me paſs - by little, dirty 
beggars without giving alms, throw them into the 
mire, or if their parents have caſt them into the 
dirt, keep them there: then let the fecond captain 
follow with his men, and take all the dirty 
" beggars who have thus been paſſed by, and EE 

: [ em,; 
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hem, for being dirty, into a 
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© | 
furnace hotter than 


that of Nebuchadnezzar :—ſupnole, I ſay, the king 
peil his little, indigent {ubjetts by in this manner, 


= 0% 


would not his decree of preterz/ton be a more than 
ddiiabolical piece of cruelty ? I need not inform my 
23 udicions readers, that the paſfing by of the king 
I repreſents calvintan hpaſſang by, that 1s, abſolute 
rehrobation to death that the firſt captain, who 


throws. little beggars into the dirt, or keeps them 
Z= therc, repreſents the decree of THE MEANS, Which 
EE nece/fitates the reprobate to jin, or to continue in 
lin; ——and that the ſecond captain repreſents the 


© decree of THE END, Which nece/ſttates them to go to 
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=> everlaſting burnings. 


Arc, XXIV. [Poge g9.] Mr. Toplady endea- 
vours to reconcile calvinian reprobation with 
divine juſtice by an appeal © to God's providential 


= dealings with men in the preſent life.“ His verbole 
argument, ſtript of its Geneva-dreſs, and brought 


naked to open light, may run thus: If God may. 
without injuſtice, abſolutely place the ſons of 
Adam in circumſtances of temporary miſery, he 
may alio without injuſtice reprobate them to 
eternal torments: but he may juſtly place the 
ions of Adam in circumltances of temporary 
miſery: witneſs his actually doing it; and there- 
tore he may without injuſtice reprobate them to 
eternal torments and to 1emedilels tin, as the way 
to thoſe torments,” —— The flaw of this argument 
is in the firſt propoſition, and conſiſts in ſuppoſing, 
that, becauſe God can juſtly appoint us to ſuffer 
2 light alſſliction, which | comparatively-ſpeaking ] 
2s but for a moment, and which 
verlely wanting to ourſelves] will work for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
2 Cor. iv. 17; he can allo juſtly appoint us to 
remedileſs wickedneſs and eternal damnations 
This concluſion is all of a piece with the follow= 
ing argument, A father may juſtly puniſh his 
diſobedient child with a rod, and give his _ 
t | | „ hil 


[if we are not per- 


e 


74 


child a bitter medicine; and therefore he may 
paſtly rages all his bones with a forge-hammer, 


and daily drench him with melted lead, To pro- 


duce ſuch "fied conſequences without a maſk, 
28 e ee ani{wer them. See farther what 
is ſaid upon p. 42. 

Ag. NN Page 40.] Mr. Toplady is, if oof 
ible, ſtill more abundantly miſtaken, white; to 


f 
prove the Juſtice of calvinian reprobation he 


anneals to the real INEQUALITY of providential 


iftributions below,” —We cannot “ pronounce the 
great Father of all UNJUST, becauſe he does not 
make all his offspring EQUALLY zich, good, and 
hoppy o? and therefore, God may jJusTLY rTerovate 


fume of them to eternal miſiry juſt as if inferior 


drgrres of goodneſs and happineſs were the fame 
thing as remedileſs wickedneſs, and eternal miſery! 
Azc, XXVI. [[bid. } + The devils may be caft 
down to hell to be everlaſtingly damned, and be 
appointed thereto; and it gives no great concern. 
No hard thoughts againſt God ariſe: no charge 
of cruelty, injuſtice,” &c. Indeed if Dr, Gill, 
whom Mr, Toplady quotes, inſinuated, that God 
had apfoutery predeſtinated myriads of angels to 
everlaſting damnation, through the appointed means 
of neceſſary ſin; wed that God had made this 
appointment thouſands of years before molt of thoſe 
angels had any perſonal exiſtence, it would give 
us great concern, both for the honour of God's 
juſtice, and for the angels ſo cruelly treated by 
free-wrath. But as matters are, the caſe of devils 
gives us no great concern, becauſe they fell 
knowingly, wilfully, and without neceſſity, To the 
end of the day of their viſitation they perſonally 


rejected God's gracious counſel towards them: 


and, as they obſtinately refuſed to ſubſerve the 
Judicial diſplay of his remunerative BOUNTY, it is 
highly agreeable to reaſon and equity, that they 
ſhould ſubſerve the judicial di diſplay of his wichen 
JUSTICE, 


ARG. 


("423 
Arg, XXVII. [Page 41.] © The king of Great 


Eritain has unlimited rig be . peerage, &c. Will 
any body be fo weak and perverſe as to charge 
lim with Tyranny and Injuſtice, only becauſe it 
is not his will, though 1t is in his power, to make 
all his ſubjeéts noblemen ?”? This 1s another 
barrel thrown out to the whale, This illuſtration 
does not touch, but conceal the queſtion, For the 
{milar queſtion is not whether the king is unjuſt 
in leaving gentlemen and tradeſmen among the 
gentry and commonalty, but whether he could, 
without in uſt ice and tyranny, pretend, that, becauſe 
he has an unlimited rig ht of pEERAGE, he has alſo 
an unlimited right of | what I beg leave to call] 
FE LON AGE, —2 calvinian right this, of appointing 
whom he pleaſes to rob and murder, that he may 
appoint whom he plcales to a cell in Neugate, 
and a [wing at Tyburn. This is the true ſtate of 
the caſe, Tt Mr. T. has caſt a veil over it, it is a 


ſizu that he is not deſtitute of the feelings of 


11 de, and that il he durſt look at his Manichean 
47 ie of God's Soverctiznty, without a veil, he 
would turn from it with the ſame precipitancy, 
with which he would fart back from the abomi- 


nation of the Nloabites, or from the grim idol to 


which miſtaken Iiraclites ſacrificed their children 
z tne valley of Hinnoin. | 
ARG... NAVI, Page 42. 5 though 
endured but for a year, &c. in its own nature, 
and for the time being, 4 fruly milery, as it 
would be if protrafted ever 10 long, &c. And 
God can no more ceaſe to be j#«/jt for a year, or 
* a man's lite-tim?, "than be can ceaſe 1d be 
1!t for a centucy, or for ever. By the ſame rule 
hay he can, and does, without impeachment. of 
his moral attributes, permit u one Being to be 


miſerable ior a moment; hes permit that Being 
to be miſerable for a much longer time: and fo 
on. ad injinttum .——that' is, 1n- plain; Engliſh, 


FOR EVER, The ablurdity vi this argument may 


be 


Cee ee 
— ne 2 es 


) 
be ſuiſiciently pointed out by a ſimilar plea. A 


ſurgeon may, without irjuſtice, open an 1mpoſt. 
hume in my breaſt and give me pain for an hour, 


( 43 


and therefore he may juſtly ſcarity me, and ly 


me alive ten years,—— A judge may, without im. 
peachment of his jullice, order a man to be burnt 
in the hend for a moment. and therefore lis 


Juſtice will continue unſteincd, if he orders red- 


hot irons to be applied to that man's hands and 
feet, back and breaſt, * ad injnitum,” HOPE 
that when Mr, Toplady threw this fcrap of Latin 
over the nakedneſs of his Diana, his 200d- nature 
ſuggeſted, that ſhe is too horrible to be looked at 
without a veil, But could he not have borrowed 
the language of mother-church, without borrowing 
a maxim which might ſhock any inquiſitor, and 


might have put Bonner bimfelf to a ſtand? 


ARC, XRIX. [Page 44. ] Hef God; permits, 


and has for near booo years permitted the feign of 
natural evil. Upon the ſame principle, might he 


not extend its reign to—a never-ending duration ?” 
——He wicur, if a never-ending line of MORAL. 
EV11. perſonally and avoida)ly brought on by rRbr- 
AGENTS upon themſelves, called for a never-endin 

line of penal miſery : and our Lord himſelf ſays, 


that ur WII. L.: theſe [the wicked, who have finally 


hardened themſelves] ſhall go away wnto EVER» 


LASTING huniſſiment u. here their worm DIETH NOT, 


and the fire is NOT QUENCUED, MNlatt. xxv. 40. 
Mark ix. 48. 

Arc. XX. C Ibid. ] © But ſtill the old difficulty 
ſa difficulty which Arminianiſm will never folve | 
&c, the old difficulty ſurvives; how came mo1al 
evil io be epERMIITED, when it might as ealily 
have been hindercd, by a Being of infinite ar 
neſs. power and wifdom 95 ne Page 39. Mr. T. 
ſpeaks partly the fore language; giving us to 
underſtand as openly es che dares, that Goa 


wWorketh all things in all mer, even wickeancis 
in the wicked, Vis pernicious, though 5 


Fe 
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inGouation runs thus: « you will find it extremely 
diflicult, (may I not lay, in hoſſible?) to point out 


the difference between permiſſion and deſigu, ina 


being polleſſed (as God moſt certainly is) of 


unlimited wisboM and unlimited roWER,'— 


Hence we are given to underſtand, that, becaule 
God does not abſolutely hinder the commiſhon 
of ſin, „it would non-plus ail the ſagacity of 
man, ſhould we attempt clearly to ſhew wherein 
the difference lies,” between God's permitting fin, 
and his deftyning or decreeing tin; or {to [peak 
with more candor] between God's placing free— 
agents in a ſtate of probation with a {trift charge 
not to lin, and between his being the author of fin. 


Is not this a © moſt majterly”” - Vindication of the 


decrees and providence of Cd, ſuppoſing you mean 
by god, the fin-begetting deity worſhipped by the 
Meanichees? This antinomian blow at the root of 
divine holineſs is dangerous: I ſhall therefore 
ward it off by various aniwers. 2 

(1) When God placed man in paradiſe, far from 
permitting him to lin, he ſlay forbad him to do in. 
Is it right then in Mr. T. to call God „ {le 


Permitter of /in, when the ſcriptures repreſent 


him as the Forvidder of it? Nay is it not very 


wrong to pour ſhame upon the holineſs of God, 


and abſurdity upon the reaſon of man, by making. 


a calviniſtic world believe, that forbidding and 
threatening is one and the ſame thing with Her- 
mitting and giving leave; or at leaſt, that the 


difference is ſo trifling,' that © all the ſagacity of 


man wall nd it extremely difficult, not to jay imp 
ſible, clearly to point it out?“ „ . 

(2) 1 pretend to a very little ſhare of all the 
ſagacity of man; and yet, without being von- 
plus'd at all, I hope to ſhew by the following 
illuſtration, that there is a prodigious difference 
between NOT HINDERING, and DESIGN, in the 
cale of the entering in of nn. 


KEDS 
E 
4 


— 


r * 
by ——_ 3 . 5 2 - — — 2 _— — 
. J2J2J22ͤ oe As, 2 * . 

_ 2 = p: - — 44 - — —— — -T; o 
* 4 GW Gon. Seine _ — NOOR 
4 * F — Fw. * 
Ide — 
PTY * 1 , 5 


2 — 2 


8 


o 


o 
- 


between reaſon and folly ;,——or between bm 


{45 ): 


A general wants to try the faithfulneſs of his 


ſoldiers, that he may REWARD thole who wil. 
ſigbt, and yUNisn thoſe who WIL go over to the 


enemy: in order to DISPLAY, before all the army, 
his love of bravery, his hatred of cowardice, his 


Temunerative gooaneſs, and his 1mparitsl Juſtice, 


To this end, he iſſues out a proclamation, impor— 
ting that all te volunteers, who ſhall gallantly 
keep the field in ſuch an important engagement, 
ſhall be made captains; and that all thoſe who 
mall go over to the enemy ſhall be ſhot, I ſup. 
poſe him endued with infinite wiſdom, knowledge, 


and power. By his omniſcience he ſees that ſome 


wit. Celert: by his omnipotence he covip indeed 
hinder them from doing it: for he couLDd chain 
them all to ſo many poſts ſtuck in the ground 
around their colours: but his nfnite wiſdom does 
not permit him to do it; as it would be a piece of 


madneſs in him, io defeat by forcible means his 


deſign of trying the courage of his ſoldiers, in 


order o REWARD and Nisn them according 


to their galant or cowardly behaviour in the feld. 
And therefore, though he is perſuaded that many 
will be ſhot, he puts his proclamation in force; 
becauſe, upon the whole, it will beſt anſwer his. 
wile deligns, However, as he does not defere, 
much leſs deſign, that any of his fuldiers ſhould 
be ſhot for deſertion, he does what his wiſdom 


permits him to. do to prevent their going over to 


the enemy; and yet, for the above-mentioned 


reaſon, he does not abfolutely hinder them from 


doing it. Now, in fuch a cale, who does not ice 
that the difference between not ab/olutely hindering 


and deſigning, is as diſcernible as the difterence 


and wickedneſs ? By ſuch dangerous inſinuations as 
that, which this illuſtration expoles, the ſimple 
are imperceptibly led to confound Chrift and 
Belial ; and to think, that there is Ae «ference 


between the celeſtial Parent of good, and the. 


Manichean 
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Manichean Parent of good and will; the Fanus 
of the fataliſts, who wears two faces, an angel's | 
face, and a devil's face; a mongrel, imaginary god | 
this, whoſe fancied ways are, like his fancied 43 
nature, full of duplicity. 1 
(3) To the preceding illuſtration I beg leave to i 

add the following argument. No unprequdiced j 
pertion will, 1 hope, reftulz his allent to the tratn lit 

of this propoſition. A world, wherein there ale | 

RATIONAL free-agents, hike angels and men; 1 

3 IRRATIONAL free-agents, like dogs and horſes ;—— _ 14 

5 NECESSARY agents, like plants and trees; and x 
” . DEAD matter, like itones and clods of ear! es 0 
Such a world, I lav, is as much ſuperior in 
perfection to a wort: where there are only | l; 
neceſſary agents, and dead matter as a place in- 1 
hHabited by learned men and curious beaſts, contains _ 64.4 
moe wonders than one, which is only ſtocked | 
with fine flowers and curious tones. If this is 
oranted, it neceſſarily follows, that this world was 
the moſt perſe& which God could create, to diſplay 
his IN TIN ITE power and MANIFOLD wifdom,——- 
Now, 1n the very nature of things, RATIONAL 
FREE -AGENTS, being capable of knowing their 
Creator, owe to him gratitude and obedience ; 

and to one another, aſſiſtance and love; and there- 
fore they are under a law, which | AS FREE-AGENTS | 
they may keep or break, as they pleale. 
But, could not God NECESSITATE FREE-AGENTS 
to keep the law they are under?” 

Les, ſays Calviniſm, for he is endued with infinite 
power + but lcripture, good ſenſe, and matter of 
fact, ſay No: becaule, although God is endued 
with infinite power, he is allo endued with 1Nr1xiTE 
Wwisbom. And it would be as abſurd to cREATE 
FREE-AGENTS in order tO NECESSITATE them, as to 
do a thing in order to undo it, Belices | I repeat it | 
God's diſtributive quſt ice could never be diſplayed, 

nor could free obedience. be paid by rationals, and 

YL _ crowned by the Rewarder and Judge of all ehe earth, 

| | | 26-8 unlelſs 
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unleſs rationals were razr willing creatures. And 
therefore, the moment you abſolutely NECESSITATE 


them, you deſtroy them as FREE-agents, and vou 


rob God of two of his molt glorious titles, that of 
REwaArDER, and that of Jupet. Thus we account 
for the origin of evil in a ſcripturaLand rational 
manner, w 
or Calviniſm, Mr, Toplady replies: K 

ARG. XX XI. [Page 44, 43.] Oh, but——God 
himſelf is a RE E- agent, though his will is NECE 3» 
$AR11Y, unchangeably, and ſingly determined to good, 
and io c00D ONLY, So are the elett angels. So 
are the plonfied fouls of faints departed, &c, and 
lo might Adam have been, had God ſo pleaſed to 
have lo created him.“ | 

This is the grand objection of Preſident Edwards, 
which I have anſwered in the Scripture- Scales, 
p. 278, &c, I thall, however, make here a few 
remarks upon 1.—(1) If © God worketh all things, 


Sc. even WICKEDNESS in the wicked,” as the con- 


iiftent predeſtinarians directly or indireQly dell us; 
3: is abſurd in them to plead, that he is S188 


tletermined to good, and to GOOD ONLY: for every 


body knows that the god of Manes is full of 
duficity ; having an evil principle, which 4% 
titely predeſtinates, and cauſes all the wICKEDNESS3 
and a good principle, which abſolutely predeſtinates 
and cauſes all the virtue in the world, As for 
the God of chriſtians, he is not fo neceſſitated to 
do that which is good, but he might, Ir HE wor rD, 
do the moſt aſtoniſhing act of injuſtice and ber— 


barity : for he might, if he would, ablolutely doom 


myriads of unborn infants to remedileſs wickedneſs 
and everlaſting fire, before they have deſerved this 
' dreadful doom, ſo much as by the awkward motion 


of their little finger. Nor need I tell Mr. Top- 


lady this, h ene that God has actually 

done ſo. | 
(2) God is not in a ſtate of rabation: under a 
ſuperior Being, who calls amiſelT. the 1 
; an 


without the help of Fataliſlm, Manicheiſin, 


6 8 A * D ” mY LH * ho - - be. $i 2 nee . - > 
It gt hh NNE ee J J / OE ST 4 
FTG r EFW 
FTT I (c 


* A, * eee e : dee 3s. 2 8 2 


wh: 


eee 4s 


3 17 y 2 8 = Bl 22 5 7 80 au 3 
eee eee eee 


* 
pq = —_ * "ol oe) * * * * 
6 * 8 _ 12 tbe +. $axt . E a F, * * 4 . . 
. ß op oo Re, . e bp”. 
9 bs vv ILY % 2 4 r 3 2 i 8 7 * g J * e N 
— pg TE 9 4 n "Baby 1— 8 oy, N, 1 J „ . N 
2 . : - 3 * 


* 


TT ee aaron 


5 8 
a...» 
7 
+; 
= 

= 
9 


(48) 


and who ſays, Vengeance is mine, and I will repay + 
nor ſhall he ever be tried by one who will 
judicially render to him according to what Re hath 
done, whether it be COOD 07 BAD, | | 

(3) If fait angels are unchangeadly fixed in 
virtue, and unfaithful angels in vice, the axedny/s 
of their nature is the conſequence of the good or bad 
ule, which they have made of their liberty and 
therefore their confirmation in good, or in ev, 


flows from a ju ict election or reprebatior, 


which diſplays the diſtributive jujace of theic 
udge, Rewarder, and Avenger. L 
(4) Nothing can be more abſurd than to couple 
abſolute neceſſity with moral free-agency, Angels and 
glorified ſouls are necefitated to ſerve God and love 
one another, as a good man is neceſſitated not to 
murder the king, and not to blow his own brains 
out, Such a neceſſity is far from being ab/olute e 
for, if a good man would, he might gradually 


overcome his reluctance to the greateſt crimes, 
Thus David, who was, no doubt, as chaſte and 


loving once as Joſeph, overcame his ſtrong 
averſion to adultery and murder. 5 | 


Should it be ſaid, What? Can glorified ſaints. 
and angels fall away? I reply: they wi! never 


fall away, becauſe they are called off the ſage of 
probation, ſtand far above the reach of temptation, 


and have HENCEFORTH crowns of righteouſneſs a 


uh for them, which the Lord, the R1icuTtEoUS JUDGE, 
Jhall give them at that day, In the mean time, they 


reſt from their | probatory ] labours, and their works 
follow them. But ſtill, in the nature of things, 


they are as able to diſobey, as Jojeph was to commit 
adultery, he had ſet his heart upon it: for, if they 


had no capacity of diſobeying, they would have no- 


capacity of obeying, in the xo RAL ſenſe of the word: 
their obedience would be as neceſſary, and as far 
from morality, as the paſſive obedience of a leaden 
ball, which you drop, with an ebfurd tommand to 
tend towards. the centre. If I am not miſtaken, 
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10 theſe anſwers fully ſet aſide Mr, T's argument 1x 
hl taken from the 1ecrSSARY goodneſs of God, angels, ter 
'\ and gloriſted ſaintis. | | | . Fo 
ll And. XX XII. [Page 45.] God is, and cannot ⁵ ⁵ ref 
[i | but be, inviolably 7ujt, amidſt all the ſufferings |K7 ba 
|! of fallen angels and fallen men, involuntary be- as 
[1 ings as they are. And he will continue to be thi 
0 Juſt in all they are yet 10 offer.“ That God is, is, 
| | and will be, juſt, in all that fallen angels and men MD: n 
|. have ſuffered, and may yet ſuffer, is moſt true, po 
becauſe they are voLUNTARY Beings [ Mr, Toplady DD W 
ſays, © INVOLUNTARY Berngs''] and FREE-agents | ca 
Mr. Toplady would ſay, NECESSsIAR agents] who tus 
per/onally deſerve what they ſuffer ; or who, if they He 
 fuifer without ferſonal offence, as infants do, have act 
N in Chriſt a rich cordial, and an efhcacious remedy, 1 fal 
| which will cauſe their temporary ſufferings to anſwer fat 
1 to all eternity the moſt admirable ends for them- bu 
| ſelves, if they do not reje& God's gracious, caſt» © W 
gatory, Probatory, or purificatory counſels towards 1 ©: 
; them, when they come to ACT as Free- agents. But | the 
a | that God is and will be jusrT in abſolutely ordain= ©. vo 
"he ing © involuntary beings” to fin and be damned, WU }»/ 
5 is what has not yet been proved by one argument anc 
1 T which can bear the light. However, Mr. Top- Per 
1 lady, with the confidence which ſuits his peculiar 1 cru 
| logic, concludes this part of his ſubject by the to 
9 following triumphal exclamation : | | | of 
. Arc. XXXIII. [ 1bid.] © And if ſo, what becomes is 
'4 | of the objefion to God's decree of preterition” [a ſoft We tua 
I word for abſolute reprobation to remedileſs fin and 
Th eternal death,] “* drawn from the article of IN jus- 
i T1CE | | 55 1 
F Why it ſtands in full force, notwithſtanding all 
* the arguments which have yet been produced. Nay, 


the way to ſhew that an objeftion is unanſwerable, 
is to anſwer it, as Mr, Toplady has done; that is, 
by producing arguments which equally ſhock reaſon 
and conſcience, and which are crowned with this 
new paradox: „fallen angels, and fallen men, are 

| - INVOLUNFARY 


( 30 


, 
INVYOLUNTARY Beings,” So that the laſt ſub- | 
terfuge of moderate Calviniits is now given up. 1105 
For when they try to vindicaie God's juftzce, with 15 

1 


reſpect to the damnation of their imaginaiy repro- oh 
| bes, they ſay, that the poor creatures are damned _ 
| as voluntary agents, But Mr. Toplady informs us 
that they are damned as * znvoluntary Beings,” that 14 
is, as excuſable Beings :——and might 1 not add, as Te! 
finl-ſs Beings? For {evangelically ſpeaking] is it 
poilible that an involuntary Being ſhould be fanful ? 
Why 1s the murderer's iword fnleſs? Why is the 
candle, by which an incendiary hires your houſe, an 
innocent flame ? Is it not becauſe they are 1nvoluntary 
Beings, or mere tools uſed by other Beings? A cart 
accidentally falls upon you, and you involuntarily 
fall upon a child, who 1s killed on the ſpot. The 
father of the child wants you hanged as a murderer 2 
but the judge pronounces you perfectly puiltleſs, 
Why? Truly becauſe you was in that caſe, an 
s involuntary Being“ as well as the cart, When 
therefore Mr, Toplady aſſerts that we are 1N- 
 voLuxTAry Beings, and inſinuates that God ig 
ut in ablolumely predeſtinating us to {in neceſſarily, 
| and to be damned eternally, he proves abjurdum 
der abjurdius——injuſtum per injuſttus——crudele per 
- = crudelius, In a word, he gives a finiſhing ſtroke. 
to God's juſtice; and his pretended © vindication? 
| of that tremendous attribute proves, it I may uſe 


5 his own expreſſion, a public, though [I am per- 
t ſuaded!] an undeſigned © defamation” of it. 


SECTION 


SECTION: V. 


An Anſuer to the arguments, by which Mr. Toplady 


endeauours to reconcile caluinian REPROBATLION 
with divine MERCY, | 


| i it is impoſſible to reconcile calvinian repro- 
4 bation with divine juſtice, how much more with 
divine MERCY ! This is however the difficult taſk 


which Mr. T. ſets about next, Conſider we his 


arguments. 


ARG. XXXIV. [Page 45.] © As God's forbear- 


ing to create more worlds than he has, is no im- 


peachment of his omnipotence- ſo his forbearing 
to ſave as many as he might, is no impeachment 
of his infinite mercy,” The capital flaw of this 


argument conſiſts in ſubſtituting ſtill the phraſe 


not ſaving,” for the phraſe ab/olutely reprobating 
to remedileſs fin and everlaſting burnings. The dit- 
ference between theſe phraſes, which Mr, Top- 
lady uſes as equivolent, is prodigious, No body 


ever dreamt. that God is unmerciful becauſe he 


does not take ſtones into heaven, or becauſe he 
does not fave every pebble from its opacity, by 
making it tranſparent and glorious as a diamond; 
for pebbles ſuffer nothing by being paſſed by, and 
not ſaved into adamentine glory, But, if God 
made every pebble an organiſed, living body, 


capable of the keeneſt ſenſations; and if he ap- 


pointed, that moſt of theſe * involuntary | ſenſible | 
beings,” ſhould be abſolutely opaque, and ſhould 
be caſt into a lime-kiln, there to endure ever- 


laſting burnings, for not having the tranſparency, _ 
which he decreed they ſhould never have; would 
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g Argument is brought to the light, it will read thus: 
God is znfnttely good in himſelf, though he limits 

the exerciſe of his goodneſs in not forming fo 
many Beings as he might, and not in making them 
all ſo glorious as he could ; and therefore he is in- 


finitely merciful, though he abſolutely appoints millions 


bo 


* 


* 34 


it „be impoſhble to reconcile his conduct to 


the loweſt idea we can form even of Bonner's 


mercy © | 
Having thus pointed out the ſandy foundation of 
Mr, Toplady's argument, I ſhall expoſe its abſur- 
dity by a {imilar way of arguing. I am to prove 
that the king may without impeachment of his 


2 mercy put the greateſt part of his foldiers in ſuch 


trying Cclicuinſtances as ſhall neceſtate them to 
deſert, and be ſhot for delertion. To do this, 
| learn logic of Mr. T. and fav, As the king's 
ſorbeating to creat? more lords than he has, is no 
impeachment of his unlimited right of peerage 3 
i» his forbearing to raiſe as many ſoldiers asche 


might is no impeachment of his great mercy,” 
So far the argument is concluſive, But if by not 


r:1/ing ſoldiers I artfully mean ahholutely appointing 


and neceſfitating them to deſert and be ſhot, I vin- 


dicate tie king's mercy as logically, as Mr, T. 
vindicates the mercy of Manes' god, | 5 


ARG. XXXV. [Page 46. ] If therefore tlle 


decree of” | calvintan | „ reprobation be exploded, 
on account of its imaginary incomoalibility with 
divine mercy, we mult, upon the ſame principle, 
charge God with want of goodneſs in almoſt 
every part of his relative conduct.“ If this dark 


of unborn creatures to remedileſs. fin and ever- 


laſting fire.“ But what has the conclufion to do 


with the premiſe 2 What could Mr. T. think of me, 
if I preſented the public with the ſollowing ſoph- 
iſm? „ No body can reaſonably charge the king 
with want of goodneſs, for not enriching and en- 


nobling every body: and therefore, no body can: 
| reaſonably charge him with want of mercy, for 


* 
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decreeing, that ſo many of his new-born ſubjects 
ſhail nece//arily be trained up in abſolute rebellion, 
that he may legally throw them into a fiery fur. 


nace, for necef/arily fulfilling his abſolute decree 


concerning their rebellion.” Nevertheleſs, this 
ablurd argument contains juſt as much truth 
and mercy, as that of Mr, Toplaly, | 

ARG. XX XVI. I 1hd.} There is no way 
of ſolidity, &c, juſtilying the ways of God with 
men, but upon this grand Datum, That the ex. 


elciſe of his own intaite mercy, is regulated by 


the voluntary determination of his own moſt wile 
and foveretgn pleaſure, Allow but this rational, 
icrtptural, &c. Ppropolition, and every cavil, 


grounded on the chimerical unmercifulneſs of 


n9n-ele&ion ceaſes even to be plauſible,” ——The 
deiet ofthis argument conſiſts alſo in covering the 
teft leg of Calvinilm, and in ſuppoſing, that calvi- 
nian on- election is a bare non-exertion of a pecuitar 
mercy diſplayed towards ſome; where it is a pofi. 
tive act of barbarity, We readily grant that God 
is mnfinitely merciful, though his infinite wiſdom, 


truth, and juſtice do not ſuffer him to thew the ſame 


mercy to %, which he does to ſome. But it is ab. 
lurd to ſuppoſe, that, becauſe he is not bound tq 


ſteu mercy to all thoſe, who have prrſonaily and un- 


neceſarily offended him (or indeed to any one of 
them | he may few injuſtice and cruelty to unborn 
creatures, who never perſonally offended him ſo 
much as by one wandering thought, and he may 
abſolutely doom myriads of them to fin without 
rexiedy, and to be damned without Fail. 


Arc. XXXVII. [Page 48.] After all his pleas, 


to ſhew that God can, without impeachment of his 


holineſs, juſtice, and mercy, abſolutely appoint his 


__ unborn creatures to reinedilels wickednels and 
_ everlaſting torments; Mr. Toplady relents, and 


ſeems a little aſhamed of calvinian reprobation, 
He tells us, that © Reprobation ts, for the moſt part, 


Jomething purely negative, and “ Has, / far as CO 
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©; concerned, more in it of negation than poſitivity,” 
| zut Mr. Toplady knows that the unavoidable END 


2 
BY 


6 314) 


of abſolute reprobation is bau NATION, and that 
ths MEANS conducive to this fearful end, is 


Ul org wickedneſs; and he has already told 
b l 


is, p. 17, that God's own decree SECURES the 
:ANS as well as the ends, and ACCOMPLISHES. 


by END by the means,” Now SECURING and 


EZ ACCOMPLISHING a thing, is ſomething ALT O- 
F7q:rurk POSITIVE, Hence it 1s, that, p. 83, Mr, 
53 D , | 


T. calls the decrees by which the reprobates ſin, 
# not only permiſive, but 6 xrrECTIVE};” and tells 


zus, p. 77, that © God rrricAclousLy permitted”? 


orribie wick ednels, And herein exattly follows 
0 alvin, who, in his comment on Rom, ix. 18, 
lies, * Indurandi verbum, quum Deo in ſcrip— 
turis tribuitur non deu be nniſſionem (ut volunt 


diluti quidam moderatores ſed divine quoque 


# e ACTLONEM, ſignificat.— The word HARDEN, 
ben it ig attributed to God in ſeripture, means not 
$ _ only PERMISSION, [as ſome wafby, compronufing 


E divines would have it] but "it ignifies alſo tne ACTION 
, divine wrath,” 


Beſides, ſomething negative amounts, in a thou- 
land caſcs; to ſomething poſitive, A general, for 
example, denies gun- powder to ſome of his 


them for not firing, and then exculpates himſelf 
Bi ſaving, „My not givi ing them powder was 
a thing purely NEGATIVE,” I did nothing to 


| ike caſe with the Manichean god and his imagi- 
| nary reprobates. He bids them repent or periſh— 
| believe or be damned—do good works or depart 
into everlaſting fire. And yet, all the--while, 


— U 33. — — — 


ſolaiers, to whom he owes a grudge; he hangs 


mem to hinler them from firing: on the con- 
Itrary, I bad them fire away,” This is exactly 


Lhe keeps from them every dram of true grace, 
hereby they might ſavingly repent, believe, and 
Oey, Is it not ſurpriſing that ſo many of our 

goſpel: 


( -55 ) 


goſpel· miniſters ſhould call preaching ſuch a s- 


trine, preaching THE GOSPEL, and EXALTING C:;: '/ 
But Mr, Toplady replies: | 

ARG. XXXVIII. [ age 48, | Ilan ACQUI G 
with an indigent neighbour, and hive eo, 
power to enrich him, but do it no, 
author of that man's poverty, only for ese. 
to permit him, and for attuzlly permiyiny © 
to continue poor? Am I blameable tor His pov, 
becaule 1 do not give him the utmoſi I am ab.. 
Similar is the caſe now in debate, Ever tincec ihe 
fall of Adam mankind are by nature ſpiritually 
poor. 55 

| Mr. I. 


— 


. 


* Not unlike this argument is that of the Letter- Writer, on 
whom I have already veitowed a note, Scct. II. 

« Divine juſtice [ / he, p. 4, f.] could not condemn, till 
the law was broken.“ —True : but calvinian Free-wriath rcp10- 
bated from all eternity, and confequently betore the law was 
either broken or given. © Therclore condemnation did ud: 

take place before a law was given and broken.” —— This author 
trifles; for, if calvinian reprobation took place before the creation 
of Adam, and if it neceſſarily draws after it the uninterrupted 
breach of the law, and the condemnation conſequent upon that 
breach, calvinian reprobation differs no more from everlaltin; 
damnation, than condemning and neceſſitating a man to commit 
murder, that he may nfal{bly be hanged, ditters from condemn'"; 
him to be hanged. But, « ſuppoſe that out of twenty found 
guilty, his Majeſty King George ſhould pardon ten, he is not thi 
eauſe of the other ten being executed. It wes kis clemency thit 
pardoned any: it was their breaking the laws of the kingdom 
that condemned them, and not his Majeſty.” Indecd it wi 
his Majeſty who condemned them, if in order to do it wiilout 
fail, he made (1 ) Efhcacious and irreſiſtible decrees of the mea! 
that they ſhould neceſſarily and unavoidably be guilty of robber); 
and (2) Efficacious and irrchitible decrees of the end, that they 
ould unaveidably be condemned for their neceſſitated cy: 
and inevitable guilt, The chain by which the god of Manes aud 
Calvin drags poor reprobates to hell, has three capital links 
the firſt is AH ſolute, unconditional rehrobation; the ſecond is ne)” 
 favry, remedileſs fin; and the third is enſured, eternal daimnatw!s 
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Mr. T. 1s greatly miſtaken when he ſays, 
& S1MiLAR 2s the caſe now in debate.“ To ſhow that 
it ie entirely drffemilar, we need only make his par- 


tial illuſtration ſtand fairly © upen its legs.“ If you 


know that vour neighbour, who is an induſtrious 
tenant of yours, muſt work or break; and if, in 
order to make him break, according to your decree 
of THE END, you make a decree of THE MEANS— 
an eftcacious decrees, that his cattle ſhall die, that 
his plow ſhall be ſtolen, that he ſhall fall tick, and 
that no body ſhall help him; I boldly ſay, You are 


« the author of that man's poverty. And if, when 


you have reduced him to fordid want, and have, by 
this means, clothed his numerous family with filthy 
rags, you make another eficactous, abſolute decree, 
that a majority of his children ſhall never have a 


Now although the midd/e link intervenes between the fr}? and 


the {:/t link, it is only as a neceſſary connexion between them: 


for ſays Mr. Toplady [p. 17.] © God's own decree ſecures the 


means as well as the end, and accompliſhes the end by the means.” 
That is, [when this doctrine is applied to the preſent caſe] Ih: 
frſt link, which is calvinian rep» obation, draws the middle diabo- 
iical link, which is remedzleſs wickedneſs, as well as the laſt ln“ 
which is 2nfernal and finiſhed damnation. Thus Calvin's gol 
« accompliſhes” damnation by means of in; or, if you pleaſe, he 
draws the ?/rrd link by means of the ſecond. Who can con(:d-r 
this and not wonder at the prejudice of the Letter-Wricer, who 
| boldly affirms, that, upon the calvinian ſcheme, God is no more 
the author and cauſe of the damnation of the reprobates, than the 
king is the cauſe of the condemnation of the criminals whom he 
does not pardon! For my part, the more I conhder Calviniſm, 
the more I ſee, that the decree of the abſolute reprobation, which 
is inſeparable from the decree of ablolute election, repreſen » 
God as the ſure author of fin, in order to repreſent him as ti 


ſure author of damnation. The horrible myſtery of abſolrte repru- 
button, neceſſary fin, and enſured damnation, is not leſs ehential 


* . — * : * 5 5 N 
Calviniſm, than the glorious myſtery of Father, Son, and He 


st, is eſſential to Chriſttanity: aud yet, Calviniſm is 6+ th 
bet e , dottrines of Grace!” | ; | 
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good garment, and that at whatſoever time the con- 
ſtable ſhall find them with the only ragged coat, 
which their bankrupt father could afford to give 
them, they ſhall all be ſent to the houle of correc- 


tion, and ſeverely whipt there, merely for not 


having on a certain coat, which you took care they 
ſhould never have; and for wearing the filthy 
rags, which you decreed they ſhould neceſſarily 
wear; you ſhow yourſelf as mercileſs to the poor 
man's children, as you ſhewed yourlelf 1d. natured 
to the poor man himſelf. To prove that this is a 
Juſt ſtate of the caſe, if the doctrine of abſolute 
predeſtination is true, I refer the reader to Section 
I. where he will find Calviniſm od 1Ts LEcs, 
Upon the whole, if I miſtake not, it is evident 
that the arguments by which Mr, Toplady endea- 
vours to reconcile calvinian reprobation with 
divine mercy, are as inconcluſive as thoſe, by 
which he tries to reconcile it with divine juſtice ; 
both ſorts of arguments drawing all their plau- 
ſibility from the {kill with which Logica Genevenſis 
tucks up the left leg of Calviniſm, or covers it with 
deceitful buſkins, which are called by a variety of 
deluſive names, ſuch as paſſing by, not electing, not 
owing ſalvation, limiting the diſplay of goodneſs, not 
extending mercy infinitely, not enriching, &c, juſt as 
if all theſe phrales together conveyed one juſt 
idea of calvinian reprobation, which is an abſolute, 
unconditional dooming of myriads of unborn crea- 
tures, to live and die in neceſſary, remedileſs wicled- 
neſs, and then to depart into everlaſting fire, merely 
becauſe Adam, according to divine predeſtination, 
neceſſarily finned ; obediently fulfilling God's 
_ abſolute, irreverſible, and efficacious decree of the 
MEANS [sIN.] An antinomian decree this, by 
which, if Calviniſm is true, God ſecured and 
accompliſhed the decree of the end, that is, THE R- 
 MEDILESS SIN AND ETERNAL DAMNATION OF THE 
RETROBATE « for, ſays Mr, T. [p. 17. — 5 as 
N cree 
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decree SECURES the MEANS as well as the £ND, and 
ACCOMPLISHES the END by the MRANS,” 


And now, candid Reader, ſay if Mr. T. did not. 


alt with a degree of partiality, when he called his 
book A VINDICATION of God's Decrees, &c. from 
the Deramations of Mr, We lley; 
could not, with greater propriety, have called it, 
An unſeriptural and illogical Vindication of the 
NO RRIBLE DECREE, from the ſcriptural and rational 


exceptions made againſt it by Mr, Weſley, 


F2 SECTION 


and if he 
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S E C TION VI. 


A view of the sCrn1pTURE>PROOFS by which. Mr. T. 


attempts to demonſtrate the truth of calvinian repro- 


' bation, 


HAT the old and new teſtamemt hold forth 

a partial REPROBATION of diftingutſhing 

grace and an impartial REPROBATION of retrubutive 
Juſtice, is a capital truth of the goſpel, One ct 
the leading errors of the Calviniſts conſiſts in 
confounding theſe two reprobations, and the 
elections which they draw after them. By the 
impetuous blaſt of prejudice, and the fire of a 
heated imagination, modern Aarons melt te 


PARTIAL election of grace and the IMPARTIAL electien 


of juſtice and, caſting them in the mould of con- 
fujion, they make their one partial election of 


unſcriptural, neceſſitating, antinomian FRTEE-OH RACE, 


to which they are obliged to oppole their one 
partial reprobation of neceſlitating, Manichean 
FrEr-wRhaAty, Now, as the ſcriptures frequently 
ſpeak of the HARMLESS REPROBATION Of grace, 
and of the Awrul REPROBATION Of ice, it 
would be ſurpriling indeed, if, out of ſo large a 
book as the Bible, Logica Genevenſis could not 
extract a few paſſages, which by being wreited 
from the context, and miſapplied accorcing to att, 
feem to favour calvinian teprobation. Such 


paſſages are produced in the following pages. 
Ac. XXXIX. | Page 49.] After tranſcribing 
Rom. ix. 20—29, Mr, Toplady ſays, © New, are 
thele the words of ſcripture, or are they not? It 
not, prove the forgery, If they be you cannot 

Aght againſt zeprobation, without fighting A. 
| | *. 
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God.“ Far from fighting againſt /cr1pture-repros 
bation, we maintain, as St, Paul does in Rom. ix. 
(1) That God has an abſolute right cxaTVITousLY 
to call whom he pleales to either of his two grand 
covenants of peculiarity | Judaiſm and Chriſtianity ;] 


and GRATUITOUSLY to reprobate whom he will, 


from the bleſſings peculiar to theſes covenants ;. 


leaving as many nations and individuals as he 
thinks fit, under the general bleſſings of the 
gracious covenants, which he made with reprieved 
Adam, and with ſpared Noah,—'2) We aſſert, 


that God has an indubitable right Juprcially to- 


reprobats obltinate unbelievers, under all the diſ- 


penſations of his grace, and to appoint, that 


[ as ſtubborn unbelievers] they ſhall be veſſels of 
wrath fitted for deſtruction by their own unbelief, 
and not by God's free wrath. This is all the 
reprobation which St. Paul contends for in Rom. 


ix, See Scales, SeQ. xi. where Mr. T.'s objettion 


is anſwered at large. Therefore, with one hand, 
we defend fcripture-reprobation; and with the 
other, we attack calvintan-reprobation ; maintaining. 


that the /cripture-reprobation of grace, and of juſtices. 


are as different from calvinian, damning reproba- 


tion, as appointing a ſoldier to continue a ſoldier, 


and not to be a captain, or appointing a wilful 
deſerter to be ſhot, is different from appointing a 
ſoldier neceſſarily to deſert, that he may unavoid- 
ably be ſhot for deſertion. 5 1 5 
Having thus vindicated. the godly reprobation 


maintained by St. Paul, from the milapprehenſions 


of Mr. Toplady, we point at all the paſſages which 
we have produced in the Scriptu re. ſcales in defence 
of the DOCTRINES OF jus rie, the CONDITIONA= 
Li1TY of the reward of the inheritance, and the FREE 


vou of the will, And, retorting Mr, T.'s argument, 


we ſay, „Now, are thoſe the words of ſcripture, 


or are they not? If not, prove the forgery, If 
they be, you cannot fight againſt” [the conditional |. 


we defend] without fight- 


re probationꝰ | which 


3. ing; 


( 6: ) 


ung againſt God,”'—You cannot fight for calvinyan 


?eprotation, without fighting for free-wrath and the * 


fot/-principied deity worſhipped by the Maniehees. 
Arg. AL, [Page 51.] Mr. T. ſuppoles -abfolute 
rehrobation by quoting 1 Sam. 11, 25, © %%% [the 


ons of Eli hearkened not to the voice of ther father, 


| 
becauſe the Lord would flay them, - tere we are 
given to underſtand, that, by the decree of the 
means. the I ord ſecured the difobedience of theſe 
wicked men, in order to accompliſh his decree 
of the end, that is, their abſolute deſtruttion, 

To this truly calvinian infinuatton we. anſwer, 
(1) The ſons of Eli, who had turned'the tabernacle 
into an houfe of 1:1] fame, and a den of thieves, 


had perſonally deſerved a judicial reprobation : God 


therefore could iu give them up to a reprobate 
mind. in conſequence of their perional, avoidable, 
repeated and aggravated crimes.— 12) The Eb 
Killing does not here neceſſarily imply eternal dam 
nation. The I ord killed, by a lion, the man of 
God from Judah, for having ſtopped in Bethel: 
he kilked Nadab and Au for Offering ſtrange 
fire :— he killed the child of David and Bathſheba : 


eternal daath; tor St. Paul informs ns that the 


of the Lord. 1 Cor. V. 5.—'g) The Hebrew par- 
ticle wn, Which is rendered in our tranſlation 
lecauſe, mean allo THEREFORE: and. ſo our -tran- 
flators th em{eives have rendered it after St. Paul, 
and the S:þiucgint, Pl. cxvi, 19, 1 believed, ng, 
ANY THEREFORE A [ ſþ:zak os lee 2 Cor, iv. 19, 
If they had done their part 28 well in tranilating 
the verſe quoted by Mr. Topiady, the doctrines 


of {rce-wraih would have gone propleſs; and we 


ſhould have had theſe cdifving words: they [the 
lons of Eli] hearkened not to the vorce of their father 
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AND THEMEFORE the Lord would flay them, Thus 
tne voluntary 2 of free- agents would be repreſented 
as the cauſe of thei dferved vtprobation; and not 
their undeſerved rehrebgtion, es the cauſe of their 
mecefſary ſin. See Se ct. II. 1 288 

Reer Af. Pege 51] Mr. T. tries to prove 


our Lord. Thou Capernaum, which art exalted 
to heaven, halt be hroug l. own: to hell ; for 77 the 


mighty works, which Rave vi*n one in thee, had been 
done in Sodom, it would” , or might, © have remained 


unto tas day. | 

This paiſage, if I am not miſtaken, is nothin 
but a ſtrong expoſtulation and reproof, admirably 
calculated to ſhame the unbelief, and alarm the 
fears of the Capernaites, Suppole J had an enemy, 
whoſe obſtinate hatred had rehitea for years the 
conſtant tokens of my love: and ſuppoſe I ſaid 


to him, © Your obduracy is altoniming: if I had 


ſhewn to the fierceſt tiger the kindneis which I 
have ſhown you, I could have melted the ſavage 


beaſt into love ;” would it. be right, from ſuch a 


figurative ſuppoſition, to conclude that 1 abſolutely 
believed, I could have tamed the fierceit tiger? 
But this paiTage taken in a literal ſenſe, far from 


proving the abſolute reprobation of Go, demon- 


ſtrates that Sodom was never reprobated in the 
calvinian ſenſe of the word: for if it had been 
abſolutely reprobated from all eternity, no works 
done in her by Chriſt and his apoſtles, could have 
overcome her unbelief: but our Lord obſerves, 
that her ſtrong unbelief could have been overcome 
by the extraordinary means of faith, which could 
not conquer the unbelief of Capernaum, Mr T. 
80868 ON: | 


Arc, XLII. [16id.) „ But though Cod knew 


the citizens of Sodom would” or might] «© have 


reformed their conduct, had his providence made 
uſe of effefua!” [Mr. T. ſhould. lay of Every 


eſfectual] © means to that end; ſtill thele effectual'“ 
. Mr: 
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Mr. T. ſhould ſay, ALL theſe extraordinary and he- 
culiar | * means were not vouchſafed.“ True: be- 
cauſe, according to the election of grace, God uſes 


more means and more powerful means to convert 


ſome cities, than he does to convertothers: witneſs 
the caſe of Nzineveh, compared with that of Zericho, 
This is ſtrongly maintained in my £Efay on the par- 
tial reprobation of diſtinguiſfing grace, where this 
very paſſage is produced. But {till we affirm two 


things ;——{(1) God always uſes means ſufficient 


to demonſtrate, that his goodneſs, patience, and 


mercy, are over all his works | though in different 


degrees | and to teſtify that he is unwilling that 


ſinners ſhould die; unleſs, they have firſt obſti- 


nately, and without neceſhty, refuled to work 


out their own eternal ſalvation with the talent of 
temporary ſalvation, which is given to all, for 
the ſake of him whole ſaving grace has appeared 


to all men, and who enizghtens [in various degrees] 
every man that came rnto the world, (2) As the 


men of Sodom were not avfolutely loft, though 
they had but one talent of means, no more were 


the men of Capernaum ab/olutely ſaved, though 


God favoured them with ſo many more talents of 
means, than he did the men of Sodom. Hence it 


appears, that Mr, T. has run upon the point of 
his own {word; the paſlage, which he appeals to, 


proving, that God does not work ſo irreſiſtibly 


upon either Jews or Gentiles, as to ſecure his 


ABSOLUTE APPROBATION. of ſome, and his ABSO- 


ITE REPROBATION of. others; 


Ac. XLILL.| Page 52.) Mr. T. to prop up cal. 


vinian reprobation, quotes theſe words of Cbriſt, 


6 Fit YE ur the meaſure of your fathers,” Mat, 
xxlii. 32; and he takes care to produce the words 
FrLL YE UP, in Capitals; as if he would give us 


to underſtand, that Chriſt is extremely buſy in pete 


ting reprobates to in and be damned, For my part, 
as I believe that Chriſt never preached up fin and 
nickedneſs, I am perſuaded. that this expreſſion is 

| | 3 5 nothing. 
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nothing but a ſtrong, trontcal reproof of hn, like 
that in the Revelation, Let him that is unjuſt be 


unjuſt flitt; or that in the Goſpel, Sleep on 
now, and take your reſt « or that in the book 
of Eccleliaites, Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thy heart, Sc. BUT KNOW, 
c. I ſhudaer when I conſider © dofrines of grace,” 
fo called, which fupport themſelves by repreſent- 
ing Chriſt as a preacher of wickedneſs, Cal- 
viniſm may be compared to that inſeft, which 
feeds on putrifying carcaſſes, lights only upon 
real or apparent ſores, and delights chiefly in the 
imell of corruption. If there is a fault in our 
tranſlation, Calviniſm will paſs over an hundred 
plain paſſages well-tranilated, and will eagerly 
light upon the error, Thus, p. 53 and 57, Mr. 
 Toplady quotes, Being diſobedient whereunto they 
were appointed, 1 Pet, 11. 1. He had rather take it 
tor granted, that the god of Manes a4/o/utely pre- 


deſtinates ſome people to be diſobedient, than to do 


the holy God juſtice to admit this godly ſenſe, 


which the original bears, Being diſobedient, wheres 


unto they have ſet, or, diſpoſed themſelves. See the 
proofs, Scales p. 96, and p. 193, | 8 


Ax. XLIV. [Page 32.) Mr. T. till pleading 


for the horrible decree of calvinian reprobation, 
ſays, „ St. Matthew, if poſſible,expreſſes it ſtill 
more ſtiongly: it is given unto you to know the myfe 
teries of the kingdom of heaven, ; but to them ic 1 
Noi given, Matt, xili. 11.“ I anſwer: (1) J 


by the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, you un- 


derſtand the myſteries of CHRISTIANITY, it is ab- 


furd to lay, that all, Who are not bleſſed with the 
knowledge of theſe myſteries, are calviniſtically re- 
probated, This I demonſtrate by verſes 16, 17, and 


by the parallel place in St. Luke: all things are de- 


livered to me of my Father and no man knoweth who 
the Son ts, but the Father ; and who the Father is, but 


the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him. 


That is, the myſtery of a relative perſonality of 


Father 


6 05 -) 


Father and Son in the Godhead, has not been ex- 
preſsly revealed to others, as I chuſe to reveal it to 
you my chriſtian friends: | and, [to ſhew that this 
was his meaning] he turned him unto his diſciples, 
and ſaid privately, bleſſed are the eyes which ſee the 
things that ye fee: for I tell you that many prophets 
[ſuch as Samuel, Iſaiah, Daniel, &c.| and kings 
[ſuch as David, Solomon, Joſiah, Hezekiah, &c. 
St, Matthew adds, and righteous men, ſuch as Noah, 
Abrahain, & c.] have deſired to fee thoſe things whack 
ye fee, and have not ſeen them ; and to hear the things 
which ye hear, and have not heard them. Luke x. 
22, 23, 24, Matt, xiii, 17.— ls not Mr. I. ex- 
ce ſſively fond of reprobating people to death, if 
he ſuppoſes, that, becauſe it was NOT GIVEN to 
thoſe prophets, kings, and righteous men, to know 
the myſteries of the chriſtian diſpenſation, they 
were all abſolutely doomed to fin on, and be 
damned? © 55 en por 

But (a) ſhould it be aſſerted, that, by the myſteries 
f the kingdom, we are to underſtand here every 
degree of ſaving light, then the reprobation men- 
tioned in Matt, xiii. 11, is not the partial repro- 
bation of grace, but the impartial reprobation of 
Juſtice : and, in this caſe, to appeal to this verſe in 
ſupport of a chimerical reprobation of free-wrath, 
argues great inattention to the context; for the 
very next verſe fixes the reaſon of the reprobation 
of the Jews who heard the goſpel of Chriſt 
without being benefited by it; a reaſon this, 
which ſaps the foundation of abſolute reprobation. 
But unto them it is NOT given ;——for they are 
Calviniſtically reprobated! No. — Unto THEM 1 
is NOT GIVEN : FOR whoſoever hath, to him fall be 
GIVEN, and he fhall have more abundance but 


whoſoever hath not [to purpoſe] from him ſhall be 


taken away, even that he hath, Matt, xiii. 12. This 
anti- calvinian ſenſe is ſtrongly confirmed by our 
Lord's words two verſes below: to THEM it 2s 
NOT GIVEN, &c. for this people's heart is waxed 

5 groſs; 
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© groſs ; ſnote: it 15 waxED groſs, therefore it was 


* 4 
4 
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not so GROSS at firſt as it is now : |] and their ears 
are dull of hearing, and their eyes THEY Have. 
C1,08ED 3 Leſt at any time they ſhould fee with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and ſhould under- 
ftand with their heart, and ſhould be converted, and 1 
ſhould heal them, Matt, xiii. 15. : 
therefore Matt, xiii. 11, as a capital proof of 
calvinian reprobation, is as daring an impoſition 
upon the credulity of the ſimple, as to produce 
Exodus xx. in defence of adultcry and murder, 
However, ſuch arguments will not only be ſwal- 
lowed down in Geneva as tolerable, but the 
author of P. O. will cry them up as © moſt 
maſterly.“ | 


To produce 


And. XLV. [Page 53.] Mr. T. concludes his 


ſcripture-proofs of calvinian reprobation by theſe 
words: “ now I leave it to the deciſion of an 
unprejudiced, capable man upon earth, whether it 


be not evident, from theſe paſſages, &c. that God 
hath determined to leave jome men to periſh in their 


fins, and to be juſtly puniſhed for them? In affirming 
which I only gave the ſcripture as I found it.“ 


That the ſcriptures produced by Mr. T. prove this, 
is true; we maintain it as well as he; and if he 
will impoſe no other reprobation upon us, we are 
ready to ſhake hands with him, Nor needs he call 
his book, More work for Mr, Weſley,” but A re- 
conciliation with Mr, Weſley : for, 45 42 we ſpeak 
of the reprobation of juſtice, we aſſert, that 4 God 
hath determined to leave ſome men” [namely, the 
wiſe and prudent in their own eyes, the proud 


and diſobedient, who do deſpite to the ſpirit of 
grace to the end of their day of ſalvation] “% 


periſh in their jins, and to be JusTLY puniſhed for 
them.” But, according to Mr, T's iyſtem, the 
men left to periſh in their jins, are not the men whom 


the ſcriptures, which he has quoted, deſcribe; but 
poor creatures abſolutely ſentenced to neceſſary, 


remedileſs ſin, and to unavoidable, eternal damnation, 


: long | 


1 


long before they had an exiſtence in their N 
womb. And, in this caſe, we affirm, that their 
endleſs torments can never be jusT : and of con- 
ſequence that the calzintan reprobalion of unborn 
men, which Mr. T. has tried to dreſs up in ſcrip- 
ture phraſes, is as contrary to the . e 
reprobation of ſtubborn offenders, as a ms 
ordering the barbarous deſtruction of the Hoh 
Innocents, is different from bis ordering the 
righteous execution of bloody murderers. 
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SECT10N VII. 


An anſwer to the arguments by which Mr. T. tries ts 


reconcile Calviniſm with the doctrine of the day of 


judgment, and ABSOLUTE neceſſity with MORAL 
agency. | 


HEY, who indirectiy ſet afide the day of judge 
ment, do the caule of religion as much mit- 
chief as they, who imatredtly {et alide the immortality 


of the foul, Mr. Welley alfert:, that the Calviniſts 


are the men, His words arc, © On the principle 
of abſolute predeſtination, there can be no future 
judgment ;——lt requires more pains than all men 
upon earth, and all the devils in hell, will ever 


be able to take, to reconcile the doctrine of” 


calvinian] © reprobatiun with the doctrine of a 
Judgment-day.''—Mr, T. nen:; N 

ARG. XLVI. [Page 82.] © The conſequence is 
falſe ; for ablolute predeſtination is the very thing 
that renders the future judgment certain: G04 
hath APPOINTED @ day i which he will judge the 
world in righteouſneſs by the man whom he hath 
ORDAINED,” — If Nr, T. had put the words 1 
RIGHTEOUSNESS in Capitals, inſtead of the words 
APPOINTED and ORDAINED | which he fondly 
hopes, will convey che idea of the calornian decrees | 
he would have touched the knot of the difficulty: 
for the queſtion is not, Whether there wits BrA 
day of judgment; but, Whether, on the principle 
of abſolute predeſtination, there can Bu a day of 


judgment, conliſtently with divine eguity, Juſtice, 


wiſdom, and fincerity; and that there can, Mr, T. 


attempts to prove by the following realoning, 


0 Ax. 


( 69.) 
Anc, XLVII. [Page 83.] « The moſt flagrant 


ſinners fin voluntarily, notwithſtanding the inevitable 
accompliſhment of God's eflective and permiſſive 
decrees, Now they, who fin voluntarily, are ac- 
countable e and accountable finners are judicable ; 
and if j udicable, they are puniſhable.” | 
Mr. T. has told us [p. 45.] that . fallen men are 
znvoluntary Beings ;” and in this page he tells us, 
that they fin voluntarily, Now we, who never 
learned Mr. T's logic, cannot underſtand how 
znvoluntary Beings can fin voluntarily, But, letting 
this contradiftiun paſs, and granting that ſinners 
offend voluntarily, I aſk, Is their wi! at liberty to 
chuſe otherwiſe than it does, or is it not P If you 
ſay, it is at liberty to chule otherwiſe than it does, 
you renounce neceſitating predeſtination, and you 
allow the doctrine of free- vill, which is the bul- 
wark of the ſecond golpel-axiom, and the ſcrip— 
ture-engine which batters down calvinian repro- 
| bation: and, upon this ſcriptural plan, it is molt 
certain, that God cax judge the world in righ- 
zcouſneſs, that is, in a manner which reflects praiſe 
upon his eſſential juſtice and wifdom, But if you 
inſinuate, that the will of ſinners is abſolutely 
bound by the * eficactous purpoſes of heaven,” 
and by the effective decrees” of him who 
« worketh all things in all men, and even wicked- 
neſs in the wicked ;''——it you ſay, that God's 
decree Concerning 
whether it be a decree of abſolute election to 
life, or of abſolute reprobation to death, * Becauſe 
God's own decree SECURES the MEANS as well as the 
END, and ACCOMPLISHES the END by the MEANS,” 
. 17 or which comes to the ſame thing, if you 
aſſert, that the reprobate always fin neceſſarily, 
Having no power, no liberty to will righteouſneſs; 
you an! like a conſiſtent Calviniſt, and pour 
ſhame, folly, and unrighteouſneſs upon the tri- 
bunal, where Chriſt will judge the world in righ- 
teoulnels, „ | 8 
| | A juſt 
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A juſt illuſtration will convince the unprejudice d 
reader, that this is really the caſe, By the king's 


* EFFICACIOUS permiſſion,” a certain ſtrong man 


called Adam, binds the hands of a thouſand chil- 
dren behind their back with a chain of brals, and a 
ſtrong lock, of which the king himſelf keeps the 


kev. When the childien are thus chained, the king 


commands them all, upon pain of death, to put their 
hands upon their breaſt, and promiſes ample fe- 
wards to thoſe who will do it. Now, as the king is 
abſolute, he paſſes by 700 of the bound children, 
and as he paſſes them by, he hangs about their neck 
a black ſtone, with this inſcription, * Uncondttional 
reprobation to death but being meicitul too, he 
gractoully hxes his love upon the reſt of the chil- 
dren, juſt 300 in number, and he ordains them to 
finiſhed ſalvation by hanging about their necks a 


white fone, with this inſcription, © Uncondttion al 
election to life.“ And, that they may not mils their . 


reward by non-pertſormance of the above-men— 
tioned condition, he gives the key of the locks to 
another ſtrong man named C/r:ift, who, in a day of 
irreſiſtible power, looſes the hands of the goo elect 
children, and chains them upon their breaſt, ag 
ſtrongly as they were before chained behind their 


back. When all the elect are properly bound agree- 


ably to orders, the king proceeds to judge the chil- 
dren according to their wotks, that 1s, according to 
their having put their hands behind their back, or 
upon their breaſt. In the mean time, a queſtion 
ariſes 1n the court: can the king judge the children 
concerning the poſition of their hands, without ren- 
dering himſelf ridiculous? Can he wisELY RE“ 
WARD the elect favourites with life according to 
THEIR Works, when he has ablolutely done the re- 
wardable work for them by the ſtronger man? And 


can he JUSTLY PUNISH the reprobate with eternal 


death, for not putting their hands upon their breaſt; 
when the ſtrong man has, according to a royal de- 
7 | 2 - cree, 


teoulneſs. 


9 5 
Arc, XLVII. [Page 83.] „ The moſt flagrant 


ſinners fin voluntarily, notwithſtanding the inevitable 
accompliſhment of God's eftettive and permiſſive 
decrees, Now they, who fin voluntarily, are ac- 


countable and accountable finners are u dicable: 


and if judicable, they are puniſhable.” 

Mr. T. has told us [p. 45.] that “ fallen men are 
znvoluntary Beings : and in this page he tells us, 
that they ſin voluntarily, Now we, who never 
learned Mr. T's logic, cannot underſtand how 
involuntary , Beings can fin voluntarily, But, letting 
this contradiction paſs, and granting that ſinners 
offend voluntarily, I aſk, Is their well at liberty to 
chuſe otherwiſe than it does, or 1s it not P If you 


ſay, it is at liberty to chuſe otherwiſe than it does, 


you -renounce neceſſitating predeſtination, and you 
allow the doctrine of free-will, which is the bul. 


wWark of the ſecond golpel-axiom, and the ſcrip- 


ture- engine which batters down calvinian repro— 


| bation: and, upon this ſcriptural plan, it is moſt 
Acertain, that God cax judge the world in righ- 
Zeouſneſs, that is, in a manner which reflects praiſe 


upon his eſſential juflice and wiſdom, But if you 


inſinuate, that the will of ſinners is abſolutely 


bound by the * eficactous purpoſes of heaven,” 


and by the © efefttve decrees”. of him who 


& worketh all things in all men, and even wicked- 
neſs in the wicked ;''——if you ſay, that God's 
decree concerning every man is irreverſible, 
whether it be a decree of abſolute election to 
life, or of abſolute reprobation to death, * Becauſe 
God's own decree SECURES the MEANS as well as tht 
END, and ACCOMPLISHES the END by the MEANS, | 
p. 17;—or which comes to the ſame thing, if you 
aſſert, that the reprobate always ſin neceſſarily, 


| having no power, no liberty to will righteouſnels; 


vou anſwer like a conſiſtent Calviniſt, and pour 


ſhame, folly, and unrighteouſneſs upon the tri— 


bunal, where Chriſt will judge the world in righ- 
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A juſt illuſtration will convince the unprejudiced 
reader, that this is really the caſe, By the king's 
= * EFFICACIOUS permiſſion,“ a certain ſtrong man 
called Adam, binds the hands of a thouſand chil- 
F dren behind their back with a chain of brals, and a 
{ſtrong lock, of which the king himſelf keeps the 
key. When the children are thus chained, the king 
commands them all, upon pain of death, to put their 
hands upon their breaſt, and promiſes ample fe- 
wards to thoſe who will do it. Now, as the king is 
abſolute, he paſſes by 700 of the bound children, 
and as he paſſes them by, he hangs about their neck 
a black ſtone, with this inſcription, © Unconattional 
reprobation to death but being meiciful too, he 
graciouſly hxes his love upon the reſt of the chil- 
dren, Juſt goo in number, and he ordains them to 
finiſhed ſalvation by hanging about their necks a 
| white fone, with this infcription, © Unconditional 

election to life.“ And, that they may not miſs their 


reward by non-perſormance of the above- men- 


tioned condition, he gives the key of the locks to 
another ſtrong man named Chiriſt, who, in a day of 
irreſiſtible power, looſes the hands of the goo elect 
children, and chains them upon their breaſt, as 
ſtrongly as they were before chained behind their 
back, When all the elect are properly bound agree- 


ably to orders, the king proceeds to judge the chil- 


dren according to their works, that is, according to 


their having put their hands behind their back, or 


upon their breaſt. In the mean time, a queſtion 
ariſes 1n the court: can the king judge the children 
concerning the poſition of their hands, without ren- 
dering himſelf ridiculous? Can he wisELY RE- 
WARD the elect favourites with life according to 
THEIR works, when he has ablolutely done the re- 


wardable work for them by the ſtronger man? And 


can he JUSTLY PUNISH the reprobate with eternal 
death, for not putting their hands upon their breaſt 
when the ſtrong man has, according to a royal de- 

| G 2 | GFee,, 


. 1 1 To 3 4 ö 
— — — . U—U—U•—U ĩ mn: — . 
GI, — 


J : at er 7 
2353527 ˖* ˙ tom.” Ho90 
* 


— + — 


a . 


« — — — 
2 


- e bang 


(74-3 


cree, abſolutels bound them behind their back ?-- 
« Yes, be can” [ſays a counſellor, who has learned 
logie in myſtic Geneva} * for the children have 
lands, notwithſtanding the inevitable accompliſh-— 
ment of the king's ertrorive and permffive de. 
(ces now, children who have hands, and do not 
place them as they are bid, are accountable, and 
accountable children are judicablè and if judi- 
cable, they are puniſhable.” This argument would 
be excellent, if the counſellor did not ſpeak of 
hands, which are abſolutely tied. But it is not barely 
he having hands, but the having hands rx", 
which make us accountable for not placing them 
properly, + e 

Apply this plain obſervation to the caſe in hand, 
and you will fee {1) That it 1s not barely the 
having a will, but the having FRE E-will, which 
conſtitutes us accountable, judicable, and punifhable : 
—-{2) That, of conſequence, Mr. Toplady's grand 
argument is as inconclufive as that of the coun- 
e %r:— 3 That both arguments are as contrary 
to good tenſe, as the ſtate of hands at liberty, is 
contrary to the ſtate of hands abfolutely tied ;— 
as con'rary to reaſon, as free-will is contray to A 
will abſolutely bound - And (4) That, of conſe- 
quence, the ductrine of the day of judgment is as 
incompatible with calvinian predeſtination, as 


ſenſe with nonlepſe, and Chriſt with Belial. 


However, if Mr, T, cannot carry his point by 
reafon, he will do it by ſcripture and therefore he 
raiſes ſuch an argument as this: we often read in 
the Bible, that there will be a day of judgment : we 


often meet alſo in the Bible, with the words mu/?, 


and nece/jity ; and therefore, according to the Bible, 
the doctrine of a day of judgment is conſiſtent with 
the doctrine of. the aBsoLUTE neceſſity of human 
actions: juſt as if, in a thouſand cales, a degree 
of neceſſity, or a muſt, we are not as different from 
abſolute necellity, as the want of an apartment in 
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the king's palace is different from the an3o01UTE 
want of a room in any houle in the kingdom, 
The abſurdity of this argument will be better 
underſtood by conſidering the paſſages which Mr. 
T, produces to prove, that when men do good or 
evil, God's ad/olute decree of predeſtination nece/= 
ſatates them to do it. | 

„ Ak. XLVIII, [Page 50.] it MutT NEEDS: 
BE that offences COme,—-———T here MusT be hereſtes 
among Y. Such things ſ wars, Sc.] Must 
NEEDS BE. When Mr. T. builds calvinian 
neceſſity upon theſe ſcriptures, he 1s as much 
miſtaken as if he fancied that Mr. Weſley and 
were fataliſts, becauſe we jay, * Conſidering 
the courſe and wickedneſs of the world, it 
CANNOT BE BUT Chriſtendom will be diſtracted? 
by hereſies, law-ſuits, wars, and murders: for 
ſo long as men WII follow. worldly maxims,. 
rather than evangelical precepts, ſuch things 
MUST come to pas.“ — Again, would not the 
reader think that 1 trifled,. if I attempted to 
prove ABSOLUTE necefity from ſuch ſcriptural 
_ expreſſions as theſe? Seven days ye MUST eat 
unleavened bread, — New wine MUST BE put 
into new boltles, He MUST NEEDS go through 
Samaria.———7 have bought a piece of ground, 
end I MUST NEEDS go and fee it.— How can 
in againſt God? I have married a wife, and 
therefore I CANNOT Come, — The multitude 
MUST NEEDS come together [to mob Paul] Acts 
xxi. 22,—-——A biſhop wusT be blameleſs,— 
Ye MusT NEEDS BE ſubject [to rulers] not only 
for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake. ' 
Once more: who does not ſee, that there is 
what the poverty of language obliges me to call 
(i) A neceſſity of pury: © 1 musT pay my debts : 
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——] MusT preach next Sunday,” ———(2) A 
neceſſity of civility: I MUS pay ſuch a viſit,” 
m——) A. neceffity. of CIRCUMSTANCE: In 


= going, 
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going from Jeruſalem to Galilee, I MusT NEEDs 
paſs through Samaria, becauſe the high way lies 
difectly through Samarta,”———— A neceſſity of 
CONVENIENCE: 61 am tired with writing, 1 
MUST leave oft.“ A neceſſity of breENCY: 
© | mvsT not go naked,”—-——{(6) A neceſſity of 
"PRUDENCE-: 1 'must look before I leap, &c, 
—— — Now, ALL theſe forts of necefity, and an 
hundred more of the like ſtamp, do not amount 
10 one fingle grain of calvintan, abſolute, inſeparable 
nece{litv, However, a rigid predeſtinarian { ſuch 
is the force of prejudice!\ ſees his imaginary 
necefity in almoſt every usr; juſt as a jealous 
man fees adultery in almoſt every look, which his 
virtuous wife calls upon the man whom he fancies 
to be his rival. | EI 
ARG, XLIX. [Page 61.] © Abſolute neceſſity 
then is perfectly conſiſtent with willingneſs and 
ſreedom in good agency, no leſs than in bad. For 
it is a true maxim, Ui voluntas, ibi Libertas. —— 
That is, Where there 15 a WII. I, there is LIBERTY, 


This maxim, which has led many good men into 


Calviniſm, I have already expoſed; ſee Scales, 
p. 201. To what is there advanced, I add the 
following remark. As there may be liberty where 
there is not a will, ſo there may be a will where 
there, is not {tberty, The firſt idle ſchool-boy 
whom you meet, will convince you of it, I atk 
him, «© when you are at ſchcœol, and have a will, 
or, as you call it, a mind to go and play, have you 
liberty or freedom to do it?” He anſwers, “ No? 
Here is then a WILL without LIBERTY. I aſk him 


again, When you are at ſchool, where you have 


frecdom or liberty to ply your book, have you a ll 
to do it.“ He honeſtly anſwers, „No“ again, 
Here is then LIBERTY without a WILL, How falſe 
therefore is this propoſition, that where there ig a 
WII there is 11BERTY! Did judicious Calviniſts 
conhder this, they would no more Jay, If all 
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men were redeemed, they would all come out of 
the dungeon of ſin,” For there may be a freedom 
to come out conlequent upon redemption, where 
there is no will exerciſed, © Oh, but God makes 
us willing in the day of his power,” True: in 
the day of ſalvation he reſtores to us the faculty of 
chuling moral good with ſome degree of caſe; 
and, from time. to time, he pecultarly helps us to 
make acts of willingneſs, But to ſuppoſe that he 
abſolutely wills for us, is as abſurd as to ſay, that 
when, after a quinly, his gracious providence 
reſtores us a degree of liberty to ſwallow, he 
neceſſitates us to eat and drink, or actually ſwallows 
or Us. 


Iſraelites, &c, 4 he [Pharaoh] could will no other- 


wiſe than he did, Ex. vii. 3, 4.“ — Is not this a 
miſtake? When Pharaoh conlidered, did he not 
alter his mind? Did he not ſay to Moſes, Be gone, 


and bleſs me alſo? If omnipotence had apsoLUTELY 
hardened him, would he have complied at laſt? Do 
the unchangeable decreeschange as the will of Pharaoh 
change | | 25 

And. LI. [Pege 61, 62.] So when Saul went 


home to Gibeab, it is ſaid, There went with him a 
band of men, whoſe hearts God had touched, In like 


manner God is laid to have ſtirred up the ſpirit of 
yrus.——Then roſe up, Sc. the Levites, with all 
them whoſe ſpirit God raiſed up, Will any man 
ſay, that theſe did not will freely, only becauſe 
they willed neceſſarily ??  _ | 

(1) J for one] ſay, that while they willed nece/- 
/arily, [in the calvinian ſenſe of the word neceſſary} 


they did not—they covrD Nor will freely [in the. 
moral ſenſe of the word free. | For Mr, T. is not 
morally rREEH to will, fo long as he is ABSOLUTELY 
3OUND fo vill one thing; any more than a man is 


FREE to look to the /eft,, who is ABSOLUTELY. 


z0UND to look to the 7:g4t ; let the object he looks 
at 


Ake. L. [Page 61. In his refuſal to diſmiſs the 


( 73 ) 


at engage his heart and eye ever fo pleaſingly, 
God's Spirit prevents, accompanies, and follows us 
in every good thing: all our good works are begun, 
continued, and ended in him but they are not nece/- 


Jar), in the calvinian ſenſe of the word, In moral 


cates God does not abſolutely neceliitate us, though 
he may do it in prophetic and political cales, Thus, 
he neceſſitated Balaam, when he bleſſed Iſrael by 
the mouth of that covetous prophet;—and thus he 
neceffitated Balaam's als, when the dumb animal 
reproved his rider's madnels. But then, whatever 
we do, under ſuch neceſſitating impulfes, will not be 
rewarded as our own work, any more than 
Balaam's good propheſy, and his afſs's good re- 
proof, were rewarded as Meir 0wn works, 8 
(2) From the above-mentioned paſlages, Mr. T. 
would make us believe, that, upon the whole, the 
touches of God's grace att neceſſarily like charms ;. 
hut what ſays the ſtream of the ſcriptures? God 
touched the heart of all the IIraelites, and ſtirred 
them up to faith: but the effect of that touch was 
ſo far from being abſolutely forcible, that their 
hearts ſoon ſtarted aſide like a broken bow ; and, 
after having been ſaved in Egypt through Faith, 
they periſhed in the wilderneſs through unbelief, 
God gave king Saul a new heart ; and yet, Saul caſt 
away the heavenly gift, -—God gave Solomon a 
wiſe and underſtanding heart; and yet, Solomon, 
in his old age, made himſelf a fooliſh heart, darkened: 
by the love of heatheniſh women, God ſtured 


* 


up the heart of Peter to confeſs Chriſt, and to 


walk upon the ſea; and yet, by and by, Peter 


ſunk, curſed, ſwore, and denied his Loid,—— 


- Awful demonſtrations theſe, that, where divine 


grace works moſt powerfully, when its firſt grand 


impulſe is over, there is an end of the overbearing 


ower; and the ſoul, returning to its free-agency,. 
chuſes without neceffity the good, which conſtitutes 


her rewardable ; or the evil, which conſtitutes her 
| | puniſhables 
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buniſhable, Of this Mr, Toplady bimſelf produces 


a remarkable in{tance, 2 Cor, viii. 16, 17, © Thanks 
be to God {ſays the Apoſtle wno Pur the fame 
earneſt CARE INTO THF. HEART of Titus for you 
Of HIS OWN ACCORD de went unto you.” | 

If a gentleman, who delights to be in houſes of 
ill fame, more than in the houſe of God, ſecs, in a 
ciccle of ladies, one whom he fujpefts of being 
immodeſt, he ſingles her out as one that may ſuit 
his purpole; and to her he makes his boid ad- 
dreſſes. I am forry to cbſerve that this is exactly, 
the caſe with Calviniſm unmaſked, We find, in 
the ſcriptures, a ſew places where God's ſuffering 
ſome men to do a leſſer evil, in order to prevent, 


or to pH a greater evil, is expreſied in a tirong, 


fizurative manner, which ſeems to aſcribe fin to 


Him, juſt, as in other places, jealouſy, repentance, 
wrath, and fury, together with hands, feet, ears, 
and a noſe, are fouratively attributed to Him, Now, 
as pohrſh idolatry ſcreens herſelf behind theſe meta- 
phors, ſo calvinizn Autinomtaniſm perpetually fingles 


Ot thoſe metaphorical expreſſions, which ſeem to 


make God the auther of fin. Accordingly, _ 
As G. LIL, [Page 61, &c. | Mr. T. produces theſe 
words of Joſeph, It was not you that ſent me hither, 
but God ;''—theſe words of David, . The Lord ſaid 
to Ai (Shime1) curſe Dabid: - theſe words of the 
ſacred hiſtorian, “ God hath appointed to defeat the 
god counſel of Ahitophel, to the intent that the Lord 
might bring evil upon Abſalom ;''— and theſe words 


of the prophet, % Howbeit, he | the Aﬀyrian king, | 


turned looſe upon Iſrael to avenge God's righteous 
quarrel with that hypocritical people] MEANETH 
not fo, neither does his heart think ſo 2 but it is in his 
heart to deſt roy: theſe words in the Revelation, 
© God hath put it into their hearts | the hearts of the 
kings who Rall hate the myltic harlot, and deſtroy 


her, and burn her with fre] to Fulfil his will, and to 


agree, and to give their kingdom to the beaſt, till the 
| words 
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words of God fhall be fulfilled ;”"——and the words 


of Peter, * They [the accompliſhers of the cruci- 
Hxion of Chriſt | were gathered together to do what- 


foever God's hands, and God's counſel had predeſ- 


tinated to be done, £3.” | 

With reſpect to the laſt text, if it is rightly * 
tranſlated, it is explained by theſe words of Peter, 
Acts ii. 29. Chrift was delivered by the determinate 
counſel and fortknowledge of Cod: by his gracious 
counſel, that Chriſt ſhould lay down his life as a 
ran ſom for all: —— And by his clear foreknowledge 
of tne diſpoſition of the Jews to take that precious 
life away, This paſſage then, and all thoſe which 


33 


* With Eprſcopius, and ſome other learned critics, 1 doubt it 
is not. Why ihould it not be read thus? Acts iv. 26— 28. The 
Rulers were gathered together againſ! the Lord, and againſt his Chriſt, 
For of 2 truth againſt the holy child Jeſus, wiom thou haſt anointed 


[bot Herod and Pontius Pilate with the Gentiles and the peofle of 


Lfras ] were gathered together] for to do whatſyever thy hand and thy 
counſel determined before to be done. — By putting the clauſe Bot. 
Ferot, &c. in a parentheſis, you have this evangelical ſenſe, 
which gives no handle to the pleaders for fin. Both Herod and 
Pilate, &c. wre gathered together againſt the holy child Jeſus, 
whom thou haſt anouited for to do whatſoever thy hand and counſel 
determined before to be done. I prefer this reading to the common 
one for the following reaſons : {1 ) It is perfectly agreeable to the 

Greek; and the peculiar conſtruction of the ſentence is expreſſive 
of the peculiar e rueſtneſs with which the Apoſtle prayed. (2) It 
is attended with no Manichean inconventency. (3/7 It is more 
agreeable to the context. For, if the Sanhedrim was gathered by 
God's direction and decree, in order to threaten the Apoſtles, with 
what propriety could they ſay [verſe 29.] Now, Lord, behold thetr 
threatuings?*—And (4) It is ſtrongly ſupported by veiſe 30, 
where Peter [aſter having obſerved verſe 27, 28, according to 
our reading, that God had anointed his holy child Jeſus to do 
all the miracles which he did on earth] prays, that, now Chriſt 


is gone to heaven, the effects of this powerful anointing may 
continue. and ſigns and wond:rs may ſtill be done by the name 0} 


fits Roly child Jeſus. 
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| Mr, T. has produced, or may yet produce, only 


rove: 
(1) That God foreſees the evil which is in tlie 


A heart of the wicked, and their future ſteps i in pecu- 


liar circumſtances, "with ten thouſand times more 


| clearneſs and certainty, than a good huntſman fore- 


ſees all the windings, doublings, and ſhifts of an 
hunted fox: and that he over. rules their wicked 
counſels to the execution of his own wife and holy 
deligns, as a good rider over-rules the mad pran- 
cings of a vicious horſe, to the diſplay of his per- 
fett ſkill in horſemanſhip, and to the treading down 


of the enemy in a day of battle. (2) That God 
| catches the wiſe in their own craftineſs, and that, to 


puniſh the wicked, he permits their wicked counſels 
to be defeated, and their beſt-concerted ſchemes to 
prove abortive. (3) That he frequently tries the 
faith, and exerciſes the patience of good men, by 
letting looſe the wicked upon them, as in the caſe 


of Job and of Chriſt, (4) That he often puniſhes the 
wickedneſs of one man by letting looſe upon him 
the wickedneſs of another man; and that he fre- 
quently avenges himſelf of one wicked nation by 

letting looſe upon it the wickedneſs of another 


nation, Thus he let Abſalom and Shimei looſe 
upon David. Thus, a parable ſpoken by the 


prophet Micaiah informs us, that God, aſter 


having let a lying ſpirit looſe upon Zedekiah, 


the falſe prophet, let Zedekiah looſe upon wicked | 


Ahab, Thus the Lord let looſe the Philiſtines 
upon diſobedient Iſrael, and the Romans upon 


the obdurate Jews, and their accurſed city; uſing 
thoſe wicked heathens as his vindictive ſcourge, 


Juſt as he uſed ſwarms of frogs, and locuſts, when 
he puniſhed the rebellious Egypt with his plagues. 
(5) That he ſometimes lets a wicked man looſe 
upon himſelf, as in the caſe of Ahitophel, Nabal, 
and Judas, who became their own executioners, 


() That when wicked men are going to commit. 
| | _ attrocious. 
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attrocious wickedneſs, he ſometimes inclines th 
hearts ſo to relent, that they commit a % crime 
than they intended. For inſtance, when Joſeph'; 
brethren were going to ſtarve him to death, by 
providential circumſtances God inclined their 
hearts to ſpare his life ; thus, inſtead of deſtroying 
him, they only fold him into Egypt. (7) With 
reſpect to Rev. xvil. 17. the context, and the full 
ſtream of the Scripture, require that it fhoula be 
undetſtood thus: “as God, by providential cir. 
cumſtances, which ſeemed to favour their worldly 
views, {uffered wicked kings to agree, and give 
their kingdom unto the beait, to help the bealt to 
execute God's judgments upon corrupted churches 
and wicked ſtates: ſo he will peculiarly let thoſe 
kings looſe upon the whore. and they ſhall agree 
to hate her, and ſhall make her delolate and 
naked,” Ez ROY Os 
Upon the whole, it is contrary to all the rules of 
criticiſm, decency, and piety, to take advantage of 
the dark conſtruction of a ſentence, or to avail ones 
ſelf of a parable, an hyperbole, a bold metaphor, 
or an unguarded ſaying of a good man interwoven 
with the thread of {cripture-hiſtory; in order to 
make appear | ſo far as Calviniſm can] that “God 
EET all things in all men; even wickedneis 
in the wicked.” Such a method of wreſting 


the oracles of God, to make them ſpeak the 


language of Belial and Moloch, is as ungenerous, 
as our inferring from theſe words, I do not condemn 
thee, that Chriſt does not condemn adulterers; 
that Chriſtianity encourages; and that this fingle 
ſentence, taken in a filthy, Antinomian ſenſe, 
outweighs all the ſermon upon the mount, as wel! 
as the holy meaning of the context: for theſe 
words being ſpoken to an adultereſs, whom the 
* magiſtrates had not condemned to die, and whom 
the Phariſees wanted Chriſt to condemn to be ſtoned 
according to the law of Moſes ; it is evident that our 
Lord's words, when taken in connexion with the 
| | | Context, 
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therefore, and FREEDOM, are very good ten! 
e all the efforts of Arminianilm to 


8 


context, carry this edifying meaning, Lam come 
to act that part of a Savwur, and not that of a 
Magiſtrate : it the magiſtrates have not 5 
thee- 70 be Honed, neither do I conderan thee to that 
dreadful kind of death: avail thylelt of thy un- 
deſerved reprieve: go, and repent, and evidence 
the ſincerity of thy repentance by finning no more.“ 
—— Hence I conclude, that all the texts quoted by 
the Fataliſts, prove. that God u. regulates men to {in 
by his decrees, juſt as John vii. 11, proves that 
Chriſt countenances the Hithy fin of adultery, 

ARG. LIII. Ip. 04.] Mr. IL. thinks to We 
ſtrate, that the duttiine of the ABSOLUTE nece/*!y 


of all our actions, and confequeotiy of ail our #5, 
is true, by producing St, Paul's cale asa-preacher 


& Thcugh I preach. the goſpci, { fave nothing t, 
of ? for NECESSITY 2s laid up ne, 5 ty O02 1: 
me if 1 preach not the goſpel, {Cor 1x e Hethe 
preached* the goſpel FREELY; Kc, cs 


7 


let them at variance,” —— The Apoſtle evidently 
ſneaks here of a xzcrssI7Ty of PRECEPT on God's 
part, and of born on his own part: and Iuch a 
neceſty being perfectly coniiſtent with the 47 1 775 


tive of obedience, or of d obi ence, is allo perfect uy 


conſiſtent with freedom, and with a day ol juig- 


ment: and Mr, T. trilles when he {peaks of alt. 


tie efforts of Arminianiſm, to ſet SUCH A neceſſity 
at variance with FREEDOM; for, it is the diltine 


guiſhipg glory of our doctrine, to maintain both 


tie freedom of the will, and the indiſpenitvle 
nectjaty of cordial obedience, But, in the name 
g caador and common lenſe-I aik, What his a 

ceſity of PREGEPT and DutY to do with CAL- 
VixIAN nece/ity, which, in the day of God's power, 
ABSOLUTELY NECESSITATES the ele to 06:9, ard 
the, rehrobates to diſobey entirely debarring the 
LO from the alternative of a; obedience, and 
he latter from the alternative of cetdience? That 
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the Apoſtle, in the text before us, does not mean a 
calvinian, abſolute nece ſſity, it is evident from the 
laſt clauſe of the verſe, Where he mentions the 
poſſibility of his diſobeying, zend the puniſhment 
that awaited him in caſe of diſobedience : woe 25 
me, ſays he, if I preach not the goſpel —A NECEss1TY 
of precept was laid on Jonah to preach the goſpel 
to the Ninevites; but T1158 neceſſity was ſo far from 
caluiniſ{ically-binding him to preach, that (like 


 Demas, and the clergy who fleece a flock which 


they do not feed) he ran away from his appointed 


work, and incurred the woe mentioned by the 
| Apoſtle, Therefore, St. Paul's words candidly 


taken together, far from eſtabliſhing abſolute 
neceſhty, which admits of no alternative, are 
evidently ſubverſive of this dangerous error, 
which exculpates the finner, and makes God 
the author of fin, 5 5 

Hence Mr, Weſley ſays with great truth, that 
if the doctrines of ab/oiute predeſtination and 
calvinian neceſſity are true, there can be "fon 
ſeeing It cannot be a fin in a ſpark to riſe, or 
in a ſtone to fall.“ And therefore, * the repro- 
bate” [tending to evil by the irreſſtible power of 


divine predeſtination, As UNAVOIDABLY as ſtones 


tend to the center, by the irreſtible force of natural 


gravitation] “ can have no fin at all.” —— This is a 
quit obſervation taken from the abſurdity of the 
doctrine of an abſolute neceſſity, originally brought 
on by Goud's abſolute and irreſiſtible decrees, Let 
us ſee how Mr, T, ſhows his wit on this occaſion, 

"Are, LIV. [p. 71, 72.] Ie reprobate CAN 


have no fin at all, Indeed? They are quite fin-_ 


leſe, are they? As perfect as Mr, Weſley himſelf? 
O excellent reprobation! & c. What then muſt the 
let be? & c. Beſides: if reprobates be finle[s—— 
nay, immutably perfect, ſo that they can have 2 
fin at all, will it not follow that Mr. Weſley's own 
perfectioniſts are reprobates? For furely if repre- 
bates may be fnlefs, the finlels may be fr Os 
= 


— — — C 1 


tid not Mr. John's Marics outrun his crarr, 
when he. advanced an objection, &c. lo eahly 
retortible PP? 
This ilogical, not to ſay idliberal 0er, is of a 
piece with the challenge, which the reader may 
lee illuſtrated at the end of Sef, I. by my remarks 
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upon a conlequence as juſt as that of Mr, Weſley: 


ior it is as evident, that if the reprobate are in- 
voluntary Beings' . ings abſolutely neceſſitated 
by efficactous, irreſe/{rbie predeſtination to act as 
they do, they are as really fenlefs, as a mountain 

of gold is really heavier than a handful of feathers, 
And Mr, Weſley may believe, that both con- 


lequences are juſt, without believing, either that 


the wicked are ſinleſs, or that there is a mountain of 
gold. On what a ſlender foundation does Logica 
Genevenſis reſt her charges of craft and malice / 
And yet, this foundation is as ſolid as that, on 
which ſhe raiſes her doctrines of unſcriptural grace 
and free-wrath, But Mr, T. advances other 
ea: 
Ane, LV. p. 69; 70.5 The holy Baptiſt, wich- 


out any ceremony or ſcruple, compared ſome of his 


even of theſe $70NEs to raiſe up children to Abraham, 


| Sc. Ye therefore as lively STONES, are built up, a 
; Jpmitual houſe, &c. They (the elect) hall be mine, 
a aith the Lord of Hoſts - in the day when I make up 
t my JEWELS: now, unleſs I am vehemently miſ- 
t taken, Jewels are but another name for precious 
i ſiones,*——FHence the reader is given to under- 
8 ſtand, that when Mr, Weſley oppoles the dottrine 
LY of abſolute neceſſity, by laying, that, It cannot be a fin 
9 in a fione to fall, he turns 5 the Bible's own: 
le artillery again ſt itſelf, and gives us too much room 


to fear that it is as e to him to e 


no as it is for a ſtone to ſink.“ 
n Boy luch arguments as theſe, I could prove tran- 
95 ſubſtanciation: for, Chriſt faid of a bit of bread, 


{has ts my body. 


Nay, 1 could: prove any other 
H. 


unregenerate hearers to Stones ; laying, God is able 
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human agency.” | 
bow I can prove a propoſition ſo ſubverſive of 


— 
— 
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arguments as thele, 4 cannot help wondering at 


5 


abſardity: I could prove that Chriſt could not 
{hink, and that his diſciples could not malt for he 
favs, I am the vine, and ye are the branches; and a 
P14 can no more think, than branches can walk, — 
I could prove that he was a len. aud the Jews 


 «hickens 5 for he lays, that he would have gathered 


them, as MEN gathers her CHICKENS under fer 
wings, Nay, I could prove, that Chriſt had no 
more hand in our redemption, than we are ſuppoſed 
by Calviniſts to have in our converſion ; that his 
« hoor free-will [to uſe Mr. Toplady's expreſſions 
[page 70.) with reſpett to us] 4 had no employ,” 
that he was abſolutely paſſive, and that” redemption 
& 75 as totally the operation f the Father, * as the 


fevering of ftones from their native quarry, and the 


erecting them into an elegant building are the effefts of 
—If the aſtoniſhed reader aſks, 


the gratitude, which we owe to Chrift for our 
redemption ? I reply, By the very ſame argument, 
by which Mr. T. proves, that we are * abſolutely 
paffive” in the work of converhon, and that 
* converſion is TOTALLY the operation of God:“ 
that is, by producing paſſages, where Chriſt is 
metaphonically called a sTONE ; and of theſe there 


are not a few, Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, 


1 lay in Zion @ STONE, à tried STONE, 4 precious 
corner STONE, @ ſure foundation, II. xxvill, 16.— 
Fhoſoever ſhall fall on this STONE fhall be broken ; 
but on whomſoever IT Hall fall, ir will grind him to 
powder, Mat. xxi. 34: ——The 8TOxNE which tne 
builders rejected 1s become the head of the corner, 
Atts tv. v#1.——-—7o whom coming as to a ting 
8$FONE, &c. 1 Pet, ii. 4.—— If to theſe texts we 
add thoſe, in which he 1s compared to a foundation, 
to a rock, and to jeaels, or precious tones, 1 could 
demonſtrate {in the calvinian way] that Chnt 
was once as “ abſolutely paſſive” in the work of 
our redemption as a flone, When I conſider ſuch 


the 
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the groſs impoſitions of pagan, popiſh, and cal- 
vinian dottors, I find myſelf again in the midſt 
of Ovid's Metamorpholes, Jupiter, if we believe 
the Poet, turned Mobe into a rock, The temper 
wanted Chrilt, to turn a ſtore into bread, Logica 
Romana turns bread into Chrijt, But Logica 
Genevenſis carries the bell, for ſhe can, even 
without Hocus Pocus of a maſling prieſt, turn 
Chriſt into a one. —— Ir. Toplady far from re- 
canting his argument à lapide, confirms it by the 
following. | | | 

ARC. LVI. p. 71.] © A ſtone has the advantage 


of you: man's rebellious heart is, by nature, and 


ſo far as ſpiritual things are concerned, More 


intractable and unyielding than a ſtone itſelf. I may 
take up a ſtone, and throw 1t this way or that 


and it obeys the impulſe of my arm. Whereas in 


the ſinner's heart, there is every ſpecies of hatred 
and oppoſition to God: nor can any thing, but 


omnipotent power, ſlay its enmity,” 


I am glad Mr. T. vouchſafes, in this place, 
to grant, that omnipotent power can ſlay the enmity, 1 


hope he will remember this conceſſion, and no 


more turn from the Prince of life, to preach up the 


monſter Death, as the $LAaYER of the enmity, But, 
to come to the argument: would Mr. T. think 
me in earneſt, if I attempted to prove that a ſtone 


had [once] the advantage of him, with refpett to 


getting learning, and that there was more omni— 
potence required to make him a ſcholar, than to 
make the ſtone he ſtands upon, fit to take a degree 


in the Univerſity ? However, I ſhall attempt to do 
it: diſplaying my ſkill in orthodox-logic, I per- 
ſonate the ſchool-maſter, who taught Mr. Toplady 


rammar, and probably found him once at play, 
when he ſhould have been at his book, and I ſay, 


Indeed, maſter, a {tone has the advantage of you, 


A boy's playful heart, is by nature, ſo far as 
grammar is concerned, more intractable and un- 


yielding than a ſtone 3 for the proof ! | 
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that, and it rinſt my; arid without the leaſt degree 


of reſiſtance obeys the impulſe of my arm: 


whereas YOU. re [i my orders, YOU Tun away 
ſom your book, or You. book off fiom it. In 


your playful heart, there is every ſpecies of 


hatred end oppoſition to your accidence; and 
therefore re power is required to make you A 
ſcholar, then to meke that ſtone a grammarian,” 
Mr. Toplady's voluntary humility claps this argue 
ment as excellent; but his good ſenſe hiſſes it as 
abſurd, and ſays with St. Paul, Men 1 was a child, 
17 ake as a child: but when 1 became @ man I put 
away childiſh things. 

Axe. LVII. p. 71] Ah but © God's gracious 
Dromile to renew his people, runs in this remark- 
able ſtyle: I will take away the ſtony heart out of 

your fl. TH And does this prove CALVINIAYN 
aon). will, any more than theſe gracious commands 
io renew our own hearts, prove PELAGIAN frees 


will 2 Circumeiſe the forefhin of your heart, and be 


n more firff-necked, —— Make you a new heart and a 
Turn yourſelves, and live ye? Who 


new ſhirit.— 
does not lee, that the evangelical union of ſuch 
pallages, gives birth to the ſcripture-dottrine of 


 affifted free-will, which ſtands at equal diſtance 
from caloinian neceſſity, and from Felag ian, elf. 


ſufrcient exertion ? 

Arc, LVIII. [p. 73.] But, God « worxetrn 
ALL ruiNGs accord: ing to the counſel of HIS OWN 
ul, Eph. i. 11. — By putting the word ALL in 
very large capitals, Mr. T. Jeems willing to in- 
ünuate, that God's decree cauſes all things; and, of 
conſeque. Neb. that God ablolutely works the good 
actions of the righteous, and the bad deeds of the 


— 


wicked. Whereas the Apoſtle means only, that 


all the things w HH Gov works, he works them 
according ta the counſel of his own molt wile, gracious, 
and righteous. will, But the things which G05 


things 


WOKkKS, Arc, in many caſes, as different from the 
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darkneſs. This pallage therefore, does not prove 
calvinian nece//ity 7 for, when God made man, ac- 
E cording to the counſet of his own will, he made him a 1 
free agent, and ſet before him life and death; bid- _ 0 
ding him chule life. Now, to include Adam's 404 
eating of tte forbidden fruit, and chuſing death, | 
among the things which GOD WORKETH, is to turn i 
Manichee with a witneſs: it is to confound Chriſt | | 
and Beltal ; the acts of Goa, and the deeds of 15 
ſinners. It is to ſuppoſe { horrible to think !] that 115 
God will fend the reprobates to hell for HIS own 
deeds, or, if you pleaſe, for what he has abſolutely 
wrought in them and by them, accoraging to the counſel 
of has own neceſſitating will. This dreadful doctrine 
is that capital part of Calviniſm which 1s called 
abſolute predeſtination to death. If Mr, T. denies, 
that it is the fecond pillar of his dottrine of grace, 
he may turn to Sect. II. where he will find his pe · 
culiar golpe] © uron 1TS- LES. | 
I hope I need lay no more upon this head, to 
convince the unprejudiced reader, that Mr, T's 
arguments in favour of caluinan neceffity are frivo- 
lous; and that Mr, Weſley advances a glaring 
truth, when he allerts, that, On the principle of 
abſolute predeltination, there can be no . 


things which we wor K, as light is different from 4 
1 


. — 


uture (RY 
judgment uon any known principle of wiſdom, | ba 
equity, and jujiice ] and that it requires more pains wy 
than all rationals will be ever able to take, to re- Th 
concile the dottrine of [.calointan | reprobation, 4 
with the doctrine of a judgment. day. | ; 
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SECTION VIII. 


An anſwer to the argument taken from God's pre- 
ſcience, whereby Mr. Toplady tries to prove, that 
the VERY CRUELTY which Mr. Weſley charges 
on Caloiniſin, is really chargeadle on the doctrine 
of general grace. | 


MI. Toplady is a ſpirited writer. He not only 
VI tries to reconcile calvinian reprobation with 
divine mercy, but he attempts to retort upon us the 
charge of holding a cruel doctrine. . 

Ans. LIX. [p. 47.] But what, if, after all, 
that very cruelty, which Mr, Welley pretends to 
charge on Calviniſm, be found really chargeable 
on Arminianiſm ? I pledge myſelf to prove this 
before I conclude this tratt,” ——And accordingly 
p. 86, 87.73 Mr. Toplady, after obſerving in his 
way, that according to Mr, Weſley's doQrine, God 
offers his grace to many who put it from them, and 
gives it to many who recezve it in vain, and who, on 
this account, are condemned ; Mr, Toplady, I ſay, 
ſums up his argument in theſe words: © If God 
knows, that the offered grace will be rejected; it 


would be MERC to forbear the offer. Prove the 


contrary if you are able.“ 
I have anſwered this objection at large, Scripture 
Scales, Sett, XI X. However I ſhall ſay ſomething 


upon it here. (1) God's perfections ſhine in ſuch a 


manner as not to eclipſe one another. Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, mercy, and truth, are the adorable, and 
well-proportioned features of God's moral face, if I 
may venture upon this expreſſion. Now, if, in or- 
der to magnify his mercy, I thruſt out his wiſdom 
and juſtice | as 1 fhould do if I held a lawleſs calvi- 
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vin election; — or, if, in order to magnify his 
nme, I thruſt out his mercy and wi dom | as I 
thould do, if I conliſtently held calvinian repro- 
E tion; | ſhould I not dishgure Gop's moral face, as 
much as | ſhould ſpoil Mr, Toplady's natural face, 
if I {welled his eyes or cheeks to ſuch a degree, as 
to leave abſolutely no room for his other features ? 
Ihe Calviniſts forget that as human beauty does not 
conſiſt in the monſtrous bignels of one or two fea- 
E tures, but in the harmonious and ſymmetrical pro— 
portion of all; ſo divine glory does not conſiſt in 
> diſplaying a mercy and a juftice, which would abſo- 
E lutely ſwallow up each other, together with 
n iſdom, holineſs, and truth, This would however 


1 be the caſe, if God, after having wiſely decreed 


to make free agents, in order to diſplay his holineſs, 
| juſtice, anl truth, by judging them according to their 
| works, NECESSITATED them to be good or wicked, 
by decrees of abſolute predeſtination to liſe and 
heaven, or of abſolute reprobation to hell and 
| damnation, = „ | | 

| (2) Do but allow, that God made rationals in 
| order to rule them as rationals, namely, by laws 


adapted to their nature do but admit this truth, 


I ſay, which ſtands or falls with the Bible; and it 
| neceſſarily follows, that rationals were made with 
an eye to @ day of judgment and the moment this 
is granted, Mr, Toplady's argument vaniſhes into 
| imoke, For, ſuppoſing that God had diſplayed 
more mercy towards thoſe who die in their ſins, by 
forbearing to give them grace and to offer them 


more grace; — or, in other words, ſuppoſing that 


God had ſhewn the wicked more mercy, by ſhewing 
them No MERCY AT ALL [Which by the by is a 
contradittion in terms; | yet, ſuch a mercileſs mercy 
[if I may uſe the expieſſion] would have black- 


ened his wiſdom, overthrown his truth, and, 


deſtroyed his juſtice. What a poor figure, for 
inſtance, would his juftice have made among his 
atiributes, it he had ſaid, that he would judicially 


caſt 
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caſt bis unprofitable ſervants into outer darknet:, WW The 
for burving a talent which they never had, or fert e pla 
not receiving a Saviour” who was always ken bing, 
from them? And what rationals would not have inte 
wondered at a Governor, who, after having mace 4 excite 
moral agents in order to rule them according to . 
THEIR FREE- nature, and to judge them in rigl- light k 
teouſneſs according to THEIR works, ſhould never. 1 di 
theleſs ſhew himlelf,——'1) So inconſiſtent, as to elf 95 
rule them by efficacious decrees, which abſolutel; . tha 
neceſſitate ſome of them to work iniquity ; and I will 
others to woik righteouſneſs; (2) So un), as to 3 ihreat- 
judge them according to the works, Which his above 
own binding decrees, had neceſſitated them to do; en. 
and (3) So cruel and unwiſe, as to PUNISH them | Calvir 
with eternal death, or REWARD them with eternal lays, 

life, according to a ſentence of abſolute reprobation Wi nth 
to DEATH, or of abſolute election to LIFE, which be ee 
paſſed beforehand, without any reſpect 4o TEA th 
works, thouſands of years before moſt of them N lightit 
were born? By what art could ſo ſtrange a con- M8 ©? the 
duct have been reconciled with the titles of Lau- the re 

giver, and Judge of ail the earth, which God by th 
aſſumes; or with his repeated declarations, that beck, 
1 5 are the baſis of his throne ; and mocks 
hat, in point of, at, hi 0 : 
cr P Judgment, his as la perfectly | and fe 
If Mr, T.*ſhould try to vindicate fo range a as 
proceeding, by ſaying, that God could julliy FEET 
Teprobate to eternal death myriads of unborn een 
infants FoR THE SIN OF ADAM; would he not cruelty 
make a bad matter worſe; ſince [upon the plan does 

of the abhſolute predeſtination of all event] Adam's AR 
fin was neceſſarily brought about by the decree hab 

of the Means, which decree: [if Calviniſm is Ml & ©<© 

true | God made in order to ſecure and accompliſh E 
the two grand decrees of the exp, namely, the "By 

eternal decree of finiſhed damnation by Adam, ig 
al \ 


and the eternal dec ee of fo | : by 
Chriſt? | . | fins, ied faluation b. 
The 
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The abſurdity of Mr, Toplady's argument may 


be placed in a clearer light by an illuſtration. The 
bing, to diſplay his royal benevolence, equity, and 
uſtice, to maintain good order in his army, and 
excite his troopers to military diligence, promiſes 
% give a reward to all the men of a regiment of 
 lioht horſe, who ſhall ride ſo many miles with 
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E out diſmounting to plunder: and he engages bim- 


ſelf to puniſh ſeverely thoſe who ſhall be guilty 
of that offence, He foreſees indeed, that many 


will flight his offered rewards, and incur his 
E threatened puniſhment: nevertheleſs, for the 
| above-mentioned realons, he proceeds. Some 
men are promoted, and others are puniſhed, A 
| Calviniſt highly blames the king's conduct. He 
lays, that his Majeſty would have ſhewn himſelf 
nore gracious, and would have aſſerted his 
| lovereignty much better, if he had refuſed horſes 
to the plunderers, and had puniſhed them for 
lighting off horſes which they never had? and that, 
on the other hand, it became his free-grace to tie 
| the rewardable dragoons faſt to their ſaddle, and 
| by this means to neceſſitate them to keep on horſe- 


back, and deſerve the promiſed reward, Would 
not ſuch a conduct have marked his Majeſty's 


rewards of eternal life, and the puniſhments of 
eternal death, Mr, Toplady fixes the charge of 


cruelty upon the goſpel which we preach! He 


goes on?: | | 7 
Arc, LX. [p. 85.] According to Mr. Weſley's 


own fundamental principle of unwerſal grace: 


grace itſelf, or the ſaving influence of the Holy 


Spirit on the hearts of men, Dots and MUST 
become the miniſtration of eternal death to thous 
lands and- millions,” 
lore your tragical exclamations, about unmerciful- 


neſs, 


reputation with the ſtamp of diſingenuity, cruelty, 
and folly? And yet, aſtoniſhing! becauſe we do 
| not approve of fuck a judicial diſtribution of the 


[p. 89.] © Level there- 
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neſs, at your own ſcheme, which truly and propeih 
defcrves them,” | 

The flaw of this argument conſiſts in the words 
te pots and usr,“ which Mr. T. puts in italics, 
(1) In the word pots: it is a great miſtake to lay, 
that upon Mr, W's principles, grace itſelf pot, 
become the miniſtration of eternal death to any 
ſoul. It is not for grace, but for the abuſe or negli 
of grace, and it is ſaving light, that men are con. 
demned. This is the condemnation, lays Chriſt him. 
ſelf, that light. {the light of grace] is come into th: 
world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light,—— 
And St, Paul adds, that the grace of God which 
bringeth ſalvation, hath [in different degrees þ- 
peared to all men, John iii. 19, Tit. ii. 11. There 1s 
no medium between condemning men for not uling 
a talent of grace which they had, or for not uling a 
talent of grace which they NEVER Had. The former 
ſentiment, which is perfectly agreeable to reaſon, 
ſcripture, and conſcience, is that of Mr, II: 
the latter ſentiment, which contradicts one half of 
the Bible, ſhocks reaſon, and demoliſhes the doc- 
trines of juſtice, is that of Mr, Toady. 

(2) When this gentleman ſays, that God's grace, 
upon Mr, Weſley's principles, uus become the 
miniſtration of death to millions, he advances as 
groundleſs a propoſition, as I would do, if I ſaid, 
that the grace of creation, the grace of preſervation, 
and the grace of a preached-goſpel, ABSOLUTELY 
deſtroys millions; becauſe millions, by wilfully 
abuſing their created and preſerved powers, or by 
neglecting ſo great ſalvation as the goſpel brings, 
pull down upon themſelves an unneceſſary, and 
therefore a juſt deſtruction, '3) We oppole the 


doctrine of AnSOLUTE NECESSITY, or the calvinian 
MUST, as being inſeparable from Manicheiſm: 
and we aſſert, that there is no needs Mus in the 
eternal death of any man, becauſe Chriſt imparts 
a degree of temporary ſalvation to all, with power 
to obey, and a promiſe to beſtow eternal falvation 
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upon Yall that will obey, How ungenerous is it 
then, to charge upon us the very doctrine which 
we deteſt, when it has no nece/ary. connexion 
with any of our principles! How urational to lay, 
that if our doctrine of giace is true, God's grace 
Abs become the miniſtration of death to millions? 
ken men have a mortal diſorder; a phyiictan 
prepares a ſovereign remedy tor them all: five 
take it properly a and recover, and ve, wito will 
not follow his preſcriptions, ate of their diſorder : 
now, who but a prejudiced perion would inter 

from thence, that the phylic1an's lovereign remecy 
is become the minjiration of deatn to the patients 

who die, becauſe they would not take it? Is it 
rivht thus to confound a remedy with the ne 
negleck of it? A man wilfully ſtarves himſelf to 
death with good food before him. I ſay that his 
10 nr is the cauſe of his death: no, replies a 
dectetiſt, it is the good food which you detire him 


to take. This abſurd concluhon is all of a- piece 


with that of Mr. Toplady. 
Arc, LXI. [(p. 89. } © The Arminian ſyſtem 


reprelents the Father of mercies as offering grace 


to them, who he knows, will only add lin to fin, 


and make themſelves two-fold more the children 
of hell by refuſing it.“ Indeed is it not the 
Arminian ſyſtem only, that ſays this: (1) All the 
Calvinifts, who alloy that God gave 8 grace 
to angels, though he knew that many of them 
would fall from that grace, and would fall deeper, 
than if they had fallen from a leſs exalted {tation : 
(2) . ſus Curiſt, who gave Judas the grace of 
avoſtleſhi; b, and repreſents God as giving a pound 
to his ſervants who ſquander it, as well as to thole 
who ule it properly: ind (30 Mr. {oplady him- 
lelk, who [notwithſtanding his pretended horror 
for lo ſcriptural a dottrine | dares not deny, that 
God gave the grace of creation to thole who ſhall 
perth, Now ite grace of creation implies ſpotleſs 
holinets 
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holineſs : and ir God could once gracioutly gie to de 


ſyotlels holinels to Judas in the loins of Adam, upon 
why could he not graciouſly reſtore to that Apoſtle Top!. 
a degree of free- agency to good, that he might be 407 

40 /olu 


judged according to fits o Works) and not accord - 
ing to calvinian decrees of finiſhed wickedneſs and 
niſhed Jamnation in Adam ? Bu —— (4) W hat 
is Hill more ſurpriſing, Mr. T. himſelf (p. 51. 
uotes theſe words, which ſo abundantly decide 
the queſtion: Thou, Capernaum, which art EXALTED 
ven | by the peculiar favours and golpel- 


have 
them 
never 
thro 
lay ing 

AR 


UNTO HEA | 
privileges beitowed upon thee] alt be brought Wicke 
DOWN TO HELL: for if the MIGHTY WORKS which : and t 
have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it der 
-yould have remained unto this day, Matt. xi. 23. yl mote 
Now, I alk» Why were thele mighty works done will 
in Ca ernaum? Was it out of lobe. bring demr 
Capernaum to repentance? Or was 1t out of urn We 
that it might be more tolerable in the day ef et 
There is no 84 


or Sodom than Capernaum ? 


judgment 7 
medium: Mi. Toplady 


the Bible, and of his book; or 
one of thele- te queſtions 10 


muſt recant this part of 
he mult anſwer 
the affirmative. 


1 but 


dS W 
Were 


if he ſays (as WE do] that theſe mighty Works, mere 
which might have converted Tyre, Sidon and Judi 
Sodom, were primarily wrought to bring Caper- 1710 
naum to repentance: he gives up Calviniſm, which in 
Bands or falls with the dottrine of neceſſitating per! 
ans. uſed in order to bring about a neceſſary end. But 
1f he ſays Cas Calviniſm does | that thele mighty beſt 


works were primarily wrought 10 ink Capernaum 
:nto hell— into 3 deeper bell than Sodom, 
pecauſ: the end always thews what the mean 
were uſed for; he runs upon the point of his 
own obje&ion 3. he pulls upon has dottrines 0! 

race the very unmevcifulne /s, which he charges 
upon ours, an 


he ſhews 10 every unprejudice 
reader, that the difficulty ariling 


from the ple 
{ſcience of God, with which the Calviniſts tink 


10 
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<4 t 
to d:moliſh the doctrine of general grace, falls 
upon Calviniſm with a double weight. Mr. 
Toplady is ſenſible that God could never have 
ob eared good and juſt, unleſs the wicked had been 
Eo ab/olutely inexcujable, and that they could never 
| have been znzxcuſable, if God had condemned 
them for burying a talent of grace which they 
never had; and therefore Mr. T. tries to over- 
throw this eaſy ſolution of the difficulty by 
laying, | : 
ARC. LXII. ſp, 88.] „Be it fo” [that the 
wicked are made INEXCUSABLE by a day of grace 
and temporary falvation | yet, lurely, God can 


never be thought, knowingly to render a man 


more INEXCUSABLE, by taking ſuch meaſures as 
will certainly load him with accumulated con— 
demnatian, out of Mers Love to that man!“ 
We grant it; and therefore we aſlert, that it is 
not out of Mere Love that God puts us in a 
| gracious ſtate of probation, or temporary ſalvation ; 
but out of wiſdom, truth, and diſtributive juſtice, 
| as well as out of mercy and love. If God therefore 


merciful love, we would give up the doctrine of 
judicial reprobation; for a God devoid of dif- 
tributive juſtice could, and would ſave all ſinners 
in the calvinian way, that is, with a ſalvation 


perfectly finiſhed without any of their works. 


d. But then, he would neither judge them, nor 
iy WE beſtow eternal ſalvation upon them by way of 
m reward for their works, as the ſcripture ſays he 
m | will, | Ir LEP : 
yy Oh! how much more reaſonable and ſcriptural 
1s is it, to allow the doctrine of free- grace, and free- 
of will, eſtabliſhed in the Scyipture-ſcales ; and to 
ges WW maintain the reprobation of juſtice an unavoid- 
red able reprobation this, which is perpetually aſſerted 
in the goſpel, and will leave the wicked entirely 


inexcuſable, and God perfectly righteous ;—— 
| LSE 


were endued with no other perfection than that of 
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How much better is it, I ſav. to hold ſuch a 


revrobation, than to admit calyinan 1eprobetion, 


which renders the wicked exculable and piitable, 
as being condenmed for Qning what oinniporence 
necelhitated them to do = leprobation this, 
which ſtigmatizes Chris a {haMfer, for eitering 


1% all a ſalvation from which moſt are ab/u/utely 


aebarred ;——a cruz] reprobation, which 1epre- 
tents the Father of mercies as zu unjult Soveieign, 
who takes ſuch meaſures as will unarordably load 
mytiads of unborn men with accumulated con- 
demation, out of free wrath to their unformed 
fouls, | | . 

Should Mr. Toplady ſay, „That, according to 
the goſpel which we preach, the wicked ſhall 
certainly be damned; and therefore the difference 
between us is but triffing after all; ſeeing the 
Calviniſts aſſert, that lome men (namely thoſe 


who arc eternal reprobated by divine Sove- 


1eignty | (hall certcinly and unatroidably be damned; 
and the anti-calviniiis lav, that lome men namely 
thoſe who ate finally reprobated by divine jaltice] 
ſhall be ceorfarn/y though wnarordably damned: —.— 
] reply, that frivolous as the difference between 
thele two doftiines may. appear to thoſe, who 
judge according to the appearance of words, it is 
as Capital as the difference between avoidable 
ruin and unaveidable deflruction 5 between juſtice 
and injuſtice: between initial election and 
finiſhed reprobation ; between ſaying that Gov 
is the FIRST caufe of the damnation of the wicked, 
and aileiting that THEY are the FIRST Cauſe Of 
their own damnation, in a word, it is as great, 
as the dilfererce between the north and the Your? 
between a goipe! made vp of antznomian free- 
grace and barbaiian F- e, and a goſpel 
mede wp of ycriptural free-grace, and 1mpartial, 


teh ibuliye % ice. 
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Upon the whole, from the preceding anſwers 
it is evident, if I am not miſtaken, that, though 
the grand, calvinian objection taken from God's 
fore knowledge, may, at firſt fight, puzzle the 
imple; yet it can bear neither the light of ſcrip- 
ture, nor that of reaſon; and it recoils upon 
Calviniſm with all the force, with which it is 
ſuppoled to attack the ſaving grace, which has 
appeared to all men, 


13 SECTION 


S-E-C T. ION. IX. 


An anf er to the charges of robbing the Trinity, and 
encouraping Deo, which charges Mr, 7, brings 
againſt The- 1 of the anti=calvinifts, 


M T. thinks his cauſe ſo good, 


{uppoles himlelf able, not only to ſtand on 


the defeniive; but allo to ach the goſpel which. 
(his ſtrong 
tower of Confuſron| he makes a bold ſally, and 


w 2. preach, From his Babel therefore, 


Ci Arges, Us thus: 


Ass. EXHL Ip. e Arminianim robs the 


Arminianiſn Gdales not attribute to him the grin 
Overeigt ity 91 a Nero; 

allow hun g the lovercignty, which ſcripture and” 
Walon alcrive to him, ſo far it is wrong 
we. oppote *claglan Arminianifm as want as Mani- 
chean £ rlotnifm. — - It 6 robs the Father of his 
DECREE NE ee tis 
tis Tg, 5 criptural degrees; though it ſhud- 
ders at pray thought of imputing to him unſcri 
tural, calvinian dec. es, mote wicked and abfurd 
than the dec 575 cf Nebuchadnezzar and Darius, 
. Fe Father - of His providence ? — 
Another miles! Our Abel ine only refuſes to 
make God the author of in, and to lead men to 


tlie Pagen or Ot - Fataliſin, or to the Aanichean 


error of a two-principied god, who abfolutely works 
all things in all men, as a ſhowman works all 
things in his puppets; fixing a neceſ/ary- virtue 
on che good, and neceſſary wickedneſs on the 
wicked, 0 the iubyerliion of all the divine 


that he 
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gerlecttons, and to the entire overthrow of the 4 
iccond golpel-axiom, of Chrill's tribunal, and of 1 
he wiſdom and juſtice, which the ſcriptures alcribe LM 
to God, as judge of the whole earth, _ 4 

Arc, LXIV. ibid.] & 14 | Arminianiſm| robs 
the Son of his efficacy as a Saviour,” ——Another 
miſtake! It only dares not pour upon him the 
ſhame of being the abſolute reprobator of myriads 
of unborn creatures, whoſe nature he aſſumed 
with a gracious deſign to be abſolutely their tem- | 
. . porary Saviour; promiſing to prove their eternal 
Saviour upon goſpel-terms; and, accordingly, 1 
he faves. all mankind with a temporary lalvation ; 
aud thoſe who obey him, with an eternal ſalvation. 
The griicacy of his blood is then complete, lo 
far as he a6&/elutely deligned it ſhould be. 

ARG. LXV. | Ibid, | © It |, Arminianiſm | robs the 
Syirir of his EFFICACY as a  fſanthfeer,” By: 14 
no means: for it maintains, that the Spirit, Which | 
is the grace and light of Chriſt, enlightens every man -' 
that comes into the world, and leads the worlt of men- | 
to ſome temporary good, or at leaſt reſtrains them 
trom the commillion of a thouſend crimes, So far 
the Spirit's grace is efficacous in all: and, if it is 
not completely and eternally efficacious in thoſe who 
| harden their hearts, and by thetr wilful hardneſs trea- 
Jure up unto themſelves wrath againjt the day of wrath 
| ——it is becaule the day of wrath, for which the. 
wicked were * sECONDARILY made, is to be the 
day of the RIGHTEOUS Judoment of God, who will 

render to every man according to his deeds, Rom, ii. 5, 
b. and. not the day of ihe unrighteous judgment of 
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* All angels and men were fr:mariy made to enjoy an 
accepted time, aud a temporary day of ſalvation. Thoſe angels 
and men, who, know. and improve their day of falvation, were. Y 
trcondarily made for the day of remunerative love, and for a. "SE 
>uilom prepared for them from thie beginning o the world. 
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Calvin, who [ dottrinally] renders to every man 
according to a finiſhed ſalvation in Chriſt, pro- 
ductive of neceſſary goodneſs; and according to 
a finiſhed damnation in Adam, productive of 
remedileſs wickedneſs, and all its dreadful con- 
ſequences, | e 

Ag d. LXVI. (p. 92.] Mr. Tohlady produces a 
long quotation from Mr. 84%, which being 
diveſted of the verbole dreſs in which error 
generally appears, amounts to this plain abridged 
argument. lf the dottrine of calvinian election 
is falſe, becauſe all mankind are not the object 
of that election, and becauſe all men have an 
equal right to the divine favour, it follows that 
inkdels are right when they ſay, that the jewiſh 
and the chriſtian revelations are falſe; for all 
mankind are not elected to the favour of havin 
the Old and New Teſtament: and therefore 
Arminianiſm encouraged infidelity.” ED 

This argument 1s good to convince pelagian 
levellers, that God is partial in the diſtribution 
of his talents, and that he indulges ae and 
Chriſtians with an holy, peculiar election and 
calling, of which thoſe who never heard of the 
Bible, are utterly deprived, I have, myſelf, 
made this remark in the Eay on the gratuztous 
election, and partial reprobation which St. Paul 
frequently preaches: but the argument does not 
affect our anti calvinian goſpel. For, (1) We 
do not ſay, that calvinian election is falſe, be- 
cauſe it ſuppoſes that Cod is PECULIARLY gracious 
to ſome men; {for this we ſtrongly allert, as 
well as the Calviniſts: ] but becauſe it ſuppoſes 


» 


— * — 


But thoſe angels and men, who do not know and improve their 

day of ſalvation, were fecondartty made for the day of retributive 
wrath, and for the ſi e prepared for the deril, is angels, and his 

lervants, who arc laithful to him unto death, | 
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hat God is so PECULIARLY gracious to ſome men, 


- 43 (lo be ABSOLUTELY mercileſs and unjufe LO all be 


reſt of mankind, 


(2) That very revelation, which Mr, SC thinks 
we betray to the Deiſts, informs us, that, though 


all men ere not indulged with the peculiar bleſſings | 


of ſJudaiſm and Chriſtianity, yet they are all cho/n 
and called to be righteous, at leaſt according to the 
covenants made with fallen Adam, and ſpared 
Noah, Hence St. Peter ſays, that, In every nation 
he that feareth God, and worketh righteouſneſs 
according to his lizht, though it (hould be only 
the loweſt degree of that light, which enlightens 
every man that cometh into the world] is accepted 
of him and St, Paul ſpeaks of ſome gentiles, who, 
though they Have not the Law of Moſes or the Law 
of Chriſt, do by nature [in its ſtate of initial 


x etoration through the ſeed of life given to fallen 


Adam in the promiſe | the things contained in the 
aw, are a law unto themſelves; fhewing the work 


of the law written in their hearts, Therefore, 


though there is a gratuitous election, which draus 


after it a gratuzfous re probation from the bleſſings 
peculiar to Judaiſm and Chriſtuanity ; there is no 
calvintan election, which draws after it a gratuitous 
reprobation from all ſaving grace, and neceſſarily 
involves the greateſt part of mankind in unavoid- 
able damnation, Hence, if I miſtake not, it 
appears, that when Mr. Slofs charges us with 
having contributed to the prevailing Deiſm of the 


preſent time, by furniſhing the adverſaries of 


divine revelation with arguments againſt Chrit- 
tianity,“ he [as well as Mr, Toplady } gratuitouſly 
imputes to our doctrine, what really belongs to 
Calviniſm, For there is a perfect agreement be- 


tween the abſolute necefity of events, which is al- 


'erted by calvinian bound-witlers ; and that which 


is maintained by deiſtical Fataliſts and it is well 


non that the horrors uf the ablolute reproba- 
| tion 


(101 


tion which the Calviniſts fancy they ſee in Rom, 

ix. have tempted many moraliſts who read that 

chapter with the reprobating gloſſes of Calvin and 

his followers, to bid adieu to revelation 3 it being 

i impoſſible that a ſcheme of dottrine which repre- 

| {ents God as the abſolute Reprobator of myriads ot 
unborn infants ſhould have the Parent of Good, an 
the Cod of Love for its author, 
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$SECTIONX. 


An anſwer to the arguments by which Mr. Toplady 
attempts to retort the charge of ANTI SOMIANISx, 
and to ſhew that Calviniſm is more conductive co 
HOLINESS than the oppoſite doctrine, 


M. Hai t thee: Moc 7 ororts aff ns 


objeflions upon us in a moſt maſterly manner. 
Let us ſee how he retorts the objection, which we 
make to abſolute predeſtination a doctrine this, 


by which neceſſary holineſs is impoſed upon the 


el:&, and neceſſary wickedneſs upon the reprobates : 
how the fixing unavoidable holineſs upon a 
minority, and unavoidable wickedneſs upon a 
m4jority of mankind, is reconcileable with the 
glory of divine holineſs, Mr. Toplady informs 
us in the following argument. e 
ARG. LXVII. | Page 93, 94. ] Calvinian * elec- 
tion enſures holineſs to a very great part of man- 


kind: whereas precarious grace, deriving all its 


eficacy from the caprice of free-will, could not 
enſure holinels to any one individual of the whole 


{pecies,” ——Had Mr. T. ſtated the caſe properly, 
| 3 


* The author of a letter to an Arminian Teacher [a letter this 
which I have quoted in a preceding op advances the ſame 
argument in theſe words, p. 5. © The doctrine of eternal”? 
[Ne Means caloman}] © eleQion®? ¶ for we beliere the rig ht, godly, 
et-rnal election maintained in the ſcriptures] ** concludes God 
more mercitul than the Arminian dottrine of ſuppoſed, univer- 
al redemption, becauſe that doctrine which abſolutely aſccrtau s 
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he would have ſaid, © calvinian election, which 
enſures neceſſary holineſs to a minority of man. 
kind; and calvinian reprobation, which enſures 
necejſary wickedneſs to a majority of mankind, 
romote human ſanctity MORE than the partial 
elellion of grace, which formerly afforded the Jews, 
and now allords the Chriſtzans, abundant helps 0 
be peculiarly holy under their diſpenſations of 
eculiar grace: yea, MORE than the impartial 
election of juſlice, which, under all the divine 
dilpenſations of divine grace, chuſes the man that 
1s godly to rewards of grace and glory; and 
MORE than the reprobation of Juſtice, which is 
extended to none but ſuch as bury their talent of 
grace by wilful unbelief and voluntary dif. 
obedience. 45 

If Mr. T. had thus ſtated the caſe, according to 


his real ſentiments and ours, every candid reader 


103 


would have ſeen that our dottrines of grace are far 


more conducive to human lanctity than thoſe of 
(1) Becauſe Calviniſm enſures Huuax 
ſanflity to none of the elect: for a ſanctity, which is 
as neceſſary to a creature, as motion is to a moved 


puppet, is not the ſanttity of a free-agent ; and, of 


conſequence, it is not HUMAN ſanctiiy: (2) Be- 
cauſe Calviniſm egexnsUREs remedileſs wickedneſs 10 
all the reprobate, and remedleſs wickedneſs Can 
never be human fanciity,” 5 


the regen: ration, eflectual calling, the ſanQification, &c. as well 


as the eternal ſalvat on 0! an 1nnumerable compiny, &c. Rev, 
vii. o. muͤſt reprelent Gol more merciful than the Arminan 


{cheme, which cannot aiccrtain the eternal ſalvation of one man. 
now living,“ &c. As it is potlible to kill two birds with one 


ſtone, 1 hope that my antwer to Mr, Toplady will fatisfy Mr. 
M*Gowai, | a 
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With reſpect to what Mr. T. ſays concerning 
or doctrines of grace, which do “ not en e, 


1 9 to any ONE matwdual of the whole ſpecies; 


if by:< enſured holineſs.” he means a certain falva- 
tion without any work of faith, and labour of love, 
he is greatly miſtaken: for our golpel ab/olutely 


'enſures ſuch a ſalvation | and of conlequence anfant- 


holineſs} to that numerous part of mankind who 
die in their infancy. Nay, it abſolutely inſures 
a ſeed of redeeming, ſanctifying grace to all man- 
kind, ſo long as the day of grace or initial ſalvation 
laſts ; for we maintain, as well as St. Paul, that 
the free gift is come hon ALL MEX {0 juſtification of 
life, Rom, v. 18: and we aſſert, as well as our 
Lord, that of fuch [of infants] ts the K ingdom of 
f2aven, and therefore ſome capacity to enjoy it, 
which: capacity we believe to be inſeparably = 
nected with a feed of holineſs, Add to this, thet 
our goſpel, as well as Calviniſm, zxsuURES eternal 
{a vation to all the adult who are faithful unto 
death according to our dottrine THrSsE h never 
be ri e to theſe cleft of juſtice, who make their 
election of grace ſure by obedience, Chriſt gives 
:ternal life in the fulleſt ſenſe of the word: and 
none ſhall pluck them out of his hand, If Mr. T. 


had placed our goſnel in this true light, his 


objection would have appeared as juſt as the 
rhodomontades of Goliath, when he was to dil- 
patch David. 

ARG. LXVIII. p-. 94. Mr. T tries to make 
up the antinomian gap; and he atte npts it 
by doing that, which borders upon giving up Cal. 
vinilm, *5 No man [fays hej according to our 
lyſtem, has a right to look upon himſelf as elected, 
till lanctifying grace has converted him to faith 
and good works,” 

This flimſy ſalvo has quieted the fears of many 
godly Calviniſts, when the antinomianiſm of their 
ivitem ſtared them in the face, To ſhow the 
abſurdity of this evaſion, I need only aik, has 

| | I | | nut 
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Hot every man A RIGHT to believe the truth? 1! 
] am azs0LUlELY elected to cternal life, while | 
commit adultery and murder, while J defile my 
father's wife, and deny my Saviour with oatl:s 
and curſes; why may not I believe it? Is there 


one ſcripture which commands me to believe a 


lie, or forbids me to believe the truth? — “ Oh 
but you have xo RIGHT to believe yourſelf elected, 


TILL ſanctifying grace has converted you to faith 


and good works.“ — Then it follows, that as an 
adult ſinner, I am not elected to the reward of the 
1nheritance, or to eternal life in glory, 7:1 I believe 
and do good works; or it follows that I have no 
RIGHT to believe the truth. If Mr. T. affirms, 
that I have xo Richr to believe the truth, be 
makes himſelf ridiculous before all the world: and 


if he ſays, that I am not abſolutely elected, till ! 


am converted to faith and good works; it follows, 
that, every time I am perverted from faith and good 
works, I forfeit my election of juſtice, Thus, 


under the guidance of Mr. T. himſelf, I eſcape 


the fatal rock of calvintan election, and find my- 
ſelf in the ſafe harbour of old, practical Chriſ. 
tianity: Ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean 
perſon, nor covetous man, HATH ANY INHERITANCE 
in the kingdom of Chriſt and of God : Let no man 
deceive you with vain words, For if I have no Tight 
to believe myſelf an heir of God, and a joint heir 
with Chriſt, while I turn whoremonger; it 1s 
evident that whoredom deprives me of my right; 
—much more adultery and murder, Hence it 
appears that Mr, T. cannot prop up the calvinian 
ark, but by flatly contradicting Paul, which is a 
piece of zmprety; and by aſſerting that elect whore- 
mongers have no right to believe the truth while 
they commit whoredom, which is a glaring 

abſurdity. f 5 
Arc. LXIX. [p. 98.] After havirg made up 
the antinomian gap, by giving up either calvinian 
election, or the inconteſtible 213%t which every 
| man 
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man has fo believe the truth, Mr, Toplady tries 
to retort the charge of Antinomianiſm upon our” 
docttines of grace: and he does it by pro- 
ducing one “ Thomſon, who, when he was in a fit f 
intemperance, if any one remanaed im of the 
wrath of God threatned againſt ſuch courſes, would 
anſwer, 1 am a child of the devil to-day; but [ 
have Free- will: and to-morrow 1 will make myſelf 
a hild of God,” 

To this I anſwer, (1) The man ſpoke like a 
perſon & in a fit of intemperance,” and there is no 
reaſoning with ſuch, any more than with mad 
men, But Dr, Criſp, when he was ſober, and 
in the pulpit too, could ſay, “A believer may be 
alfured of pardon as ſoon as he commits any fin, 
even adultery and murder,—Sins are but ſcare- 
crows and bug-bears to fright ignorant children, 


but men of underſtanding ſee they are counterfeit 
things :” and indeed it muſt be fo, if, as Mr. T. 


tells us, Whatever is, is RIGHT, and neceſſarily flows 
from the predeſtinating will of him who does alt 
things well, 85 8 

(2) This Thomſon [as appears by his ſpeech] 
was a rigid free-willer; one who diſcarded the 
firſt goſpel-axiom, and the docttine of Free- grace; 
and thereſore, his error does not effect our goſpel, 
Nay, we oppoſe sucu free-willers, as much as we 
do the RIGID bound-willers, who diſcard the 


ſecond goſpel-axiom, and the neceſſity of ſincere 


obedience in order to our judicial juſtification, and 
eternal ſalvation. 


Ib) If Thomſon had been ſober and reaſonable, 


Mr, Weſley might eaſily have made up the 


pretended, antinomian gap of Arminianiſm five 
different ways :—(1) By ſhewing him, that, 


although free-will may reject a good motion, yet 
it cannot raiſe one without free-grace; and there- 
fore, to ſay * To morrow I will make myſelf a child 
of God,” is as abſurd in a man, as it would be in 
a woman, to ſay, To-morrow. L will: conceive: 
ed K 2 „ lone: 


n 


alone :—it 1s as imtious as to ſay, To-morrow [ 
will ablolutely command God, and he mall obey. 
me, (2) By ſhewing him his imminent danger, 
and the horror of his preſent ſtate, which he, 
himſe]', acknowledges when he lays, © [ am a 
child of the devil to-day,”-—(3) By urging the 
uncertain length of the day of ſalvation, Grace 
gives us no room to depend upon to-morrow its 
conftant language being, Now 15 He accepted tine, 
—(4) By prefling the hardening nature of 
preſumptuous ſin.— And (5) By caiſplaying the 
terrors of juſt wrath, which frequently ſays, lah? 
the talent from him. Becauſe ye refuſed, I wil be 
avenged. —1 give thee up to thy own heart's luſts, —to 
a reprobate mind.—Thou fool ! Tu⁰rͤ NIGHT Mall 
thy foul be required of thee, | Ee 
Theſe are five rational and ſcriptural ways of 
making up the ſuppoſed, artinomian gap of our 
goſpel, But if Mr. Thomſon had been a Calviniſt, 
and had ſaid, like Mr, Fulſome, “ I have had a 
call, and my election is ſafe: as my good woiks 
can add nothing to my finiſhed ſalvation, ſo my 
bad works can take nothing from it, Satan may 
pound me, if he pleaſe; but Jeſus muſt replevy 
me. Let me wander where I will from God, 
Chriſt muſt fetch me back again, The covenant. 
is unconditionally ordered in all things and ſure, 
All things work for good to the ele&,” ——* And 
if all things,” [ſays Mr, Hill] * then their very 
ns and corruptions are included in the royal pro- 
miſe.— Whoredom and drunkenneſs may hurt 
another, but they cannot hurt me. God will 
over- rule fin for my good, and bis glory: What 
ever is, is right: for God worketh all things in all 
men, even wickedneſs in the wicked, and how 
much more in his elett, who are his choſen 
inſtruments !”-—1f Mr. Thomſon, I ſay, had been 
a Calviniit, and had thus ſtood his ground in the 
 antinomian gap which Calvin, Dr. Criſp, Mr. 
Fullome, Mr, Hill, and Mr, Toplady have mage} 
who 


who could reaſonabiy have beaten' him off? Do 
not all his concluſions low from the doctrige of 
abſolute election and finiſhed ſalvation, as unavoidabl 
as four is the reſult of two and two? fo, 
Arg. LXS. [p. g7.| Mr. T. attempts again to 
ſtop up the antinomian gap, which Fataliſm, and 
calvinian predeſtination make in practical religion.- 
Calling to his alliltance Zeno, the founder of the 
Stocks Or vigid predeſtinarians among the heathens, 
he lays, © Zeno one day thraſhed his ſervant for 
piifering, The fellow, knowing his maſter was a 
zatalilt, thought to bring himleif off by alledging 
that he was DESTINED to ſteal, and therefore ought' 
not to be beat for it.“ “ You are deſtined to ſteal, 
ate you? Anſwered the philoſopher: then you. 
are no lefs vestINED to be thrafhed for it: and laid 
on ſome hearty blows extraordinary.“ —I do not 
wonder if Mr. Hill, in his Aniſhing flroke, calls 
Mr. Toplady's arguments © moſt maſterly ;” for this 
argument of Zeno is yet MoRE maſterly than his 
Own : „I ſhall not take the leaſt notice of him, 
any “ more than, if I was travelling on the road, I 
would ſtop to laſh, or even order my footman to 
laſh every impertinent little quadruped in a vil-- 
lage, that ſhould come out and bark at me.“ Mr. 
Toplady, in the Advertiſement placed at the head 
of his pamphlet, repreſents ſome of us as unworthy: 
of even being pillory'd in à preface, or flogg'd at a 
pamphlet's tat: We are now arrived at the tail of 
his p2mphlet, in the body of which he has thought 
Mr. Weſley ſo highly. worthy of his rod, as to 
+ flog?” him with the gratuity, abſoluteneſs, mercy, 
and juſtice, which are peculiar to the reprobation- 
defended through the whole performance. If 
lertouſneſs did not become us, when we vindicate 
the injured attributes of the judge ef all the earth, I 
mizht be tempted to alk with a ſmile, has Mr, T. 
lo worn out his rod in making. © more work for Mr. 
* efley,” that he is now obliged to borrow Zeno's 
tic to finiſh the execntion at the pamphlet's tail? 
For my part, as J have no idea of riveting ortho- 
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doxy upon my readers with a „tick, and of ſolving 
the rational objettions of my opponents by «laying 
« on ſome hearty blows,” and fo * thraſhing” them 
in to conviction, or into ſilence, I own that Logica 


Lenoms and Logica Genevenſis being of a piece, 


eiiher of them can eaſily beat me out of the field, 
Arguments a lapide are laughable : but ! fly before 
arguments a baculo, However, in my retreat, I 
will venture to prevent Mr. T. with the following 
QUETICS» | 

If Zeno, in vindicating Fataliſim, could ſay to a 


thief, that he was abſolutely predeſtinated to ſteal, 


and to be TURASHED for ſtealing; is it not more 
than Mr. Toplady can ſay in vindication of Calvt- 


niſm For, upon his ſcheme, may not a man be 


abſolutely predeſtinated, not only to ſteal, but allo 
to ESE thraſſiing, and to OBTAIN ſalvation by 
fiealing? Mr, Toplady is Mr, Hill's ſecond; and 
Mr. Hill. in his fourth letter, | where he ſhews the 


kitby ects of ſin] tells the public and me, One- 


fimus robbed Philemon his maſter; and flying from 
juſtice was brought under Paul's preaching and 
converted.” Thus Zeno's predeſtination failed, and, 
with it, Zeno's argument: for robbery led not One- 
fimus to thraſhing, but to converſton and glory, if we 
believe Mr. Hill, And if Mr, Fulfome is an elect, 


why might he not be guilty of ag fortunate a rob- 


bery ? Why might not a fimilar decree “ fecure and 
accompliſh the jiame evangelical | ND by the 
[ſame Antinomian | EAS F?!“ Mr, Toplady may 

revail over us by borrowing Zeno's cane, and the 
whip of Mr. Hill's !afhing footman but his pen 
will never demonſtrate, (x1) That Calviniſm does 
not rationally. lead all her admirers to the deepelt 


mite of {peculative Antinomiantim : and (2) That 


when they are there, nothing can keep them from 


_ weltering in the dirt of practical Antinomianiſm, 
but an happy inconſiſtence between their actions 
and their peculiar principles. 
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4 caution againſt the tenet, whatever is, is right: an 
lntinomian tenet this, which Mr, T. calls & a firſt 
principle of tre Bible. An anſwer to his Chals 

len ge about finding a middle way between the cal- 
vinuan ddocteine of PROVIDENCE and the at/urſticas' 
doctrine of CHANCES 


T THATEVER the true God works is un- 
W doubtedly right. But if the deity ab/olutely 
works all things in all men good and bad, it evi- 
dently follows, (1; That the two-pringipled deity 
precahed by Manes is the true God: (2) ihat the 
bad principle of this double deity works wickedneſs 
in the wicked as neceſſarily as the good principle 


works r:ghteou neſs in the righteous. And (3 that.” 


the original of wickedneſs being divine, wicked- 


nels is as right as the deity from whom it flows. 


Upon this horrid, Manichean ſcheme, who ca 

wonder at Mr, Toplady ſaying? : 
Arc, LXXI. ſp. 96j Tis a firſt principle 

of the Bible, and of found Reaſon, that whatever 


is, is RIGHT; Or will anſwer ſome great end, 


c. in its relation to the whole“ — Error is never 
more dangerous than when it looks a little like 
truth, But when it is impofed upon the ſimple, ag 
® a firſt principle of the Buble and of found reaſon” 
it makes dreadful work, How concluſively will 
a rigid predeſtinarian reaſon if he ſays, “ What. 
ever is, is right: and therefore ſin is right.— 
Again, it is wrong to hinder what is right: fin is 
right: and therefore it is wrong to hinder fin,— 
Once more, we ought to do Whatis right: ſin is right: 
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and therefore we ought to commit ſin.“ Now, in 
oppolition to Mr. Loplady's At principle, J allert 
as. a firſt principle of reaſon, that, though it was 
right in God not ad/vlutely to Linder fin, yet fin ts 
always wrong, Oh, but God permitted it, and 
will get himlelf.glory by diſplaying.his vindittive 
Juſtice in puniſhipg it: for the minſtration of con. 
demnalion is GLORIOUS,” This argument has 
deluded many a pious Calviniſt. To overthrow it, 
I need only oblerve,. that rTzghteouſneſs EXCEEDs 
condemnation in glory. 

lo what teſpect is fin right? Can it be right in 
reſpect of God, if it brings him leſs glory than righ- 
teouſnels? Can it be right in feſpect of man, if it 
brings temporal milery upon al, and eternal 
milery upon fome? Can it be right in reſpect 
of the Adamic law, the law of Moſes, or the law 
of Chrijt ? Certainly no: for fin is equally the 
tranlgielfion of all theſe laws. „Oh, but it is 


right with reſpe&t to the evangelical promile,”— 


By no means: for the evangelical promiſe, vul- 
garly called the goſpel, teſtifies of Chriſt, the 


deltroyer of ſin, and offers us a remedy againſt 


ſn, Now, if ſin were rTght, the goſpel which 
remedies it, and Chriſt who deſtroys it, would 
be wrong. I conclude then, that, if fin is right, 
neither with reſpe& of God, nor with reſpect of 
man; neither with regard to the law, nor with 


regard to the goſhel; it is right in no ſhape: it is 


WRONG in every point of view, 


Hut why did God permit it?“ Indeed he never 


properly permitted it, unleſs Mr, Toplady, who 


does not {cruple to call God © the Permitter of evil,” 


can prove, that to forbid in the moſt folemn man- 


ner, and under the ſevereſt penalty is the lame 
thing as to permit, 55 | 


Should you aſk, Why did not God aBso1uUTELY. 
hinder fin? I ſtill anſwer, (1) Becaule his udn 


law, that a world where free-agents and neceſ/ary 


agents are mixed, is better [all things conſidered} 
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than a world ogked with nothing but neceſſary 
arents's i. e. Creatures ABSOLUTELY, HINDERED 
trom ſinning. a) Becauſe his diſtributioe juſtice 
could be diſplayed no other way, than by the 
creation of acrountable free-azents, made with an 
eye to a day of judgment. (3) Becaule it would 
be as ablurd to NECESSITATE FREE-ACEHNTS, as to 
hid FREE-AGENTS BE, that they might NOT BE 
{REE-AGENTS ;———as fooliſh as to form accounta'le 
creatures, that they might Nor nE ecrountable,—— 
Ard (4) Becauſe, when God ſaw that the free- 


agency of his creatures would introduce ſin, he 


determined to over-rule, or remedy it in ſuch a 
manner as would, upon the whole, rencer this 
world, with all the voluntary evii, and voluntary 
good in it, better than a world of necefſary agents, 


where nothing but neceſſary good would have been 
diſplayed !——an inferior ſort of good this, which 
would no more have admitted of the exerciſe of 
God's political wiſdom, and diftrivutive juſtice, than 
the excellence of precious ſtones and fine flowers 


admits of laws, rewards, and puniſhments, 


Should the reader aſk how far we may ſafely 


£0, to meet the truth which borders moſt upon 
Mr, Toplady's falſe principle, whatever is, is right? 
1 anſwer, (1) We may grant, nay, we ought to 
aflert, that God will get himſelf glory every 


way, Evangelical grace and juſt wrath miniſter 


to his praiſe, though not equally: and there- 


fore God willeth not primarily the death of his 


creatures, Puniſhment is his trange work; and 


he delights more in the exercile of his remu- 


nerative goodneſs, than in the exerciſe of his 
vindiflive juſtice, ——{2; Hence it appears, that the 
wrath of man, and the rage of the devil, will turn 
to God's praiſe e but it is only to his inferior praile, 
For, though the bleſſed will fing loud hallelujahs 
to divine juſtice, when vengeance ſhall overtake 
the ungodly; and though the conſcience of the 
ungodly will give God glory, and teſtify that he is 
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holy in all his works, and righteous in all his vin. 


dictive ways; yet, this glory wit be only the glory 


Of the miniſtration of condemnation :—a diſpenſa. 


tion this, Which is inferior to the diſpenſation of 
righteous mercy, Hence it appears, that thoſe who 
die in their ins, would have brought more glory to 


God by chuling righteoulneſs and life, than they do 


by chuſing death in the error of their ways. But 
ſtill, this inferior praiſe, ariſing from the condenna- 
bon and puniſhment of ux ODI free-agents—this 
inferior praiſe, 1 ſay, mixed with the sUPERIOn 
praiſe ariſing ſrom the juſtification and rewards of 


CODLY free agents, Will ter exceed the praiſe, which 


might have accrued to God from the unavaidable 


obedience, and abſurd rewards of neceſſitated agents, 
Sof angels and men abſolutely bound to obey by a 


neceffitating grace, like that which rigid bound-willers 
Preach ; were we even to ſuppole, that this forcible 


grace had calviniſtically caught all rationals in a net 


of finiſhed ſalvation, and had drawn them all to 
heaven, as irreſiſtibly as Simon Peter drew the net to 
land full of great fiſhes, an hundred and fifty and three, 


For, before the LAW IIR and Junce of all the 
earth, the unneceſſitated, voluntary goodneſs of one 


angel, or one man, is mote excellent than the neceſ- 


Jary goodneſs of a world of creatures, as unavoida- 


bly and paſſively virtuous, as a diamond is unavoid- 
ably and paſſively bright, e 
Ac. LXXII. . 96.] With reſpe ct to the ſecond 
part of Mr. Toplady's doctrine, that whatever is, 


is right, becauſe 5 i will anſwer ſome great end, &c. 
in its relation to the whole; it is nothing but logical 
paint put on a falſe principle, to cover its defot- 


mity ; for error can imitate Jezebel, who laid natu- 
ral paint on her withered face, to fill up her hide- 
ous wrinkles, and impoſe upon the ſpectators. I 


may perhaps prove it by an illuſtration, I want to 


demonſtrate that cheating, extortion, litigiouſneſs, 
breaking the peace, robberies, and murdets, ate all 


RIGHT, and I do it by aſlerting, © That they anſwer 
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ſome great ends in their relation to the whole; for 
they employ the parliament in-making laws to pre- 
vent, end, or puniſh them; they afford buſineſs to 


all the judges, magiſtrates, lawyers, ſheriffs, con- 


ſtables, jailors, turnkeys, 'hieſ-catchers, and execu— 
tioners 1n the kingdom: ana when robbers and 
murderers are hanged, they reflect praiſe upon the 
government which extirpates them ; they ſtrike 
terror into the wicked; and their untimely, dread- 
ful end ſets off the happineſs of a virtuous courſe 
of life, and the bliſs which crowns the death of 
the righteous, Beſides, many murderers and rob— 
bers have been brought to Chriſt for pardon and 
{alvation, like the dying thief, who by his robbery 
had the good luck to meet Chriſt on the croſs: ſo 


that his own gallows, as well as our Lord's croſs, 


proved the tree of lite to that happy felon,” —The 


miſchievous abſurdity of theſe pleas for the excel- 


lence of wickedneſs, puts me in mind of the argu— 
ments, by which a greedy publican of my pariſh 


once exculpated himſelf, when I reproved him for 
encouraging tippling and drunkenneſs. The 
more ale we ſell,” laid he, © the greater is the 


king's revenue. If it were not for us, the kin 


could not live ;—nor could he pay he fleet und 5 


army ;—and if we had neither fleet nor army, we 


ſhould ſoon fall into the hands of the French.“ So 
great are the ends, which tippling anſwers in its rela- 
tion to the whole Britiſh empire, if we may believe 
a tapſter, who pleads for drunkenneſs as plauſibly, 
as ſome good, miſtaken men do for all manner of 


wickedneſs, 1385 | | 
From the whole, if 1 am not miſtaken, we ma 


ſafely conclude, that, though all God's works are 
right, yet fin, the work of fallen angels and fallen 
men, 2s NEVER RIGHT; and that, though the uni- 


verſe, with all its ſinfulneſs, is better than a ene 
world neceſſitated to be ſinleſs by the ceſtruttion of 
free-agents; yet, as there is ſo much n in the 


world, through the wrong uſe which free agents 


make 
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make of their powers, Mr. T. ten en unſciip- 
tural and irrational maxim, when he lays, that, 
Ilhatever is, is right; and he impoſes upon us an 
Arminian paradox, when he allerts that this dan. 
gerous maxim is a firſt principle of the Bible and 
of ſound reaſon,” I repeat it: it was right in God 
to create free-agents, to put them under a praktica. 
ble law, and to determine to puniſh them accord. 
ing to their works, if they wantonly broke that 
law; but it could never be 7zght in free-agents to 
break it, unleſs God had bound them to do it by 
making calvinian decrees necef/arily productive of lin 
and wickedneſs, And ſuppoling God had forbid 
free-agents to fin by his law, and had e 
[which | 1s more than to 77 them to lin by cal: 
nian accrees ; we deſire Mr, F. to ſhew how it cou 0 
have been riglit in God to forbid fin by law, to ne- 


ceſſitale men to fin by decree, and to ſend them inty 
eternal fire for not keeping a law which he had 
necęſtated them to break. 


The unreaſonableneſs of this doctrine brings 0 
my remembrance the boldneſs of Mr, T's s challenge 


about the calbinian dottrine of Providence—a do- 


trine this, which aſſerts that God adb/olutely neceſſ- 
tates ſome men to n and be damned, See Set. ii. 


Arc, LX XIII. [Page 73.] Upon the plan of 


Mr. Weſley's conſequence, the wretch was not a 
fool, but wiſe, who ſaid in his heart there ts no God, 


+ dey the Pelagian to ſtrike out a middle way be- 


tween Providence and Chance,” [i. e. between 
Chance and the calvinian notions of a Providence, 
which ad/olutely predeſtinates fin, and neceſſitates 


men and devils to commit it, j—&c. © Why did 
the heathens themlelves Juitly deem Epicurus an 


Atheiſt ? Not becaule he denied the being of a 


God {for he aſſerted that :} but becaule he denied 


the agency of God's lara Providence.” 


From this quotation it is evident, (1) That Mr. 


T. indirectly charges us with holding an Epicuredu, 


etheiſiical doctrine about krovidence, becauſe we 
| | ablor 
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hor the docttine of a Piedeſtination Which res 
relents God as the author of fn,—And (2) That 


he dehes or challenges us to point out a middle 


way between tne atheiſtical docttine of Chance, and 


the calvinian docttine of Providence. _ hot: 


lenge is too important to be diltegarded : ag 
(wer to it will conclude the argumentative 3 Ot 
this tract. 

There ate two oppoſite errors with reſpect to 


Providence, The firjt is that of the Evicurean phi- 


loſophers, who thought that God aces not at aN 
concern himſelf abou our fins ; but leaves us to ga 
on as we pleaſe, and as chance dite ts. The ſecond 
is that of the rigid Predeſtinarians, who imagir: 


that God abſolutely predeſtinates lin and necefſarr! v 


brings it about to accompliſh his abſolute decrees 
of eternally ſaving ſome men through Chriſt, art 
of eternally damning all the ret of mankind rouge 
Adam. Of theſe two erroneous ſentiments, the 
latter appears to us the worſe; ſeeing it is better 16 
repreſent God as doing nothing, than to reprelent 
him as doing wickedneſs, The truth lies between 
theſe two opinions; God's Providence is peculzar'y 
concerned about fin, but it does by no means e le 
rily bring it about. By this reaſonable doftrine we 

anſwer Mr, T—'s$ challenge, and {trike out the 


middle way between his error and that of Ehicurus. 


If you aſk, how far God's Providence is concetn- 
ed about ſin! > we reply, that it is concerned about 


it four ways. Firſt, in morally hindering the inter- 


nal commiſſion of it, before it is committed, Se- 
condly, in providentially hindering {at times] the 

eternal commiſſion of it, when it Has been inten- 
tonally committed, Thirdly, in marking. bound— 


ing, and over, ruling it, while it is committed. 


And, fourthly, in bringing ahout means of property 
pardoning or examplarily puniſhing it, after it has 
b-en committed, Dwell we a moment upon each 


| ot che e paſticulars, 
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(1) Before ſin is committed, divine Providence ts 


engaged in morally hindering the internal com. 


milſion of it. In order to this God does two 
things: Firſt, he forò ids fin by natural, verbal, or 
written laws. And ſecondly, he keeps up Our 
powers of body and ſoul ; enduing us with (liberty, 


Whereby we may abſtain, like moral agents, from 
the commiſſion of lia ; furniſhing us beides with a 
variety of motives and helps to refiſt every temp- 
tation to ſin:—a great variety this, which includes 


all God's threatnings and promiſes :—all his ex- 
hottations and warnings ;—all the checks of our 
conſciences, and the ſtrivings of the IIoly Spit; 


—all the counſels of good men, and the examplary 


puniſhments of the wicked; together with the tears 
and blood of Chrilt, and the other peculiar means 


Of grace, which God has appointed to 5. i 
tians from fin, and to e them 1 in the pet. 


formance of their duty. 


(2) When fin 1s committed in the intention, God 


frequently prevents the outward commiſſion, or 


the full completion of it, by peculiar interpoſit ions 


of his Providence, T us he hindered the men ok 


Sodom from injuring Lot, by ſtriking them with 
blindneſs ;—he hindered: Pharoah from enſlaving 


the Iſraelites, by drowning him in the Red Sea: — 


he hindered Balaam from curſing Iſrael, by put- 
ting ea bridle in his mouth: —he 8 Jero- 
boam from hurting the prophet who came out of 


Judah, by drying up his royal hand, when he 


ſtretched it forth, ſaying, lay hold on him :—he hin- ö 


dered Herod from deſtroying the holy child Jeſus, 


by warning Joſeph to fly into Egypt, &c. &c. The 


icriptures, and the hiſtory of the world, are full of 


accoun:s of the ordinary and extraordinary intei- 
politions of divine Providence, reſpetting the 
detection of intended miſchief, and the preſervation 
of perſons and ſtates, whom the wicked deter- 
' mined to deſtroy: and to go no farther than 


Engng, the providential er of the gun- 


powder | 
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powder plot, 18 as remarkable an inſtance as any 


that God keeps a watchful eye upon the counſel 
of men, and confounds their devices when cver 
he pleaſes, | 5 | 

(3) During the commiſſion of fin, God's Provi- 
dence is engaged in marking it, in ſetting bounds 
to it, or in over-ruling it in a manner quite con- 
trary to the expectation of finners, Thus when 
Tolepli's brethren contrived getting money by ſel— 
ling him into Egyp', God contrived the preſervation 
of jacob's houichol:l —Thus, when [Taman con» 
trived a gallows to hang Mordecai thereon, the 
Lord ſo over-ruled this cruel deſign that Haman 
* was hanged on that very gal'ows,—Thus, when 
Satan wanted to deſtroy Job, God ſet bounds to his 


rage, and bid the fierce accuſer ſpare the good 


man's life. That envious fi-nd did his worſt to 


make the patient faint carſe God to his face; but 


the Lord lo over-ruled his malice, that it worked 
' for good to Job. For when Job's patience had 


had its perfect work, all his misfortunes ended in 
proſperity, and all his tempeſtous tollings railed 


him to an higher degree of perfection: for, The 


Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation, 


and to reſerve the unjuſt to the day of judgement, 
2 Pet. ii. 9,—Thus, again to preſerve the ſeed of 
the righteous, God formerly kept 100 prophets, 
and 7000 true Iſraelites, from the cruelty of Jeze- 


bel; and, for the ſake of finceye Chriſtians, he 


will one day ſhorten the great tribulation, or fierce 


_ perſecution, which the wicked will raiſe againſt 
them, Mat. xxiv. 22. When the ungodly are 


moſt buſy in finning, God's Providence is moſt 


employed in counter- working their lin, in putting 


| bounds to their deſperate deligns, and in making 
a way, for the godly to eſcape out of temptation, that 
they may be able to bear it + tor the rod of the godly 


cometh not {with its full force] into the lot of the 
righteous, left the righteous put forth their hand unto 


Intguity, through ſuch powerful and laſting temp— 
5 6 ___ tations, 
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tattons, a8 would make it zpoſible for them to fland 
iim in the way of duty. Pl. cxxxv. g. To 

{4 When fin 1s ectuallv committed, the provi- 
dence of Godin conjuttion with his mercy and 


juſtice } is employed, either in uſing means to 
bring linners to 1epentance, confeſſion, . and 


pardon, or in inflifting upon them ſuch punith- 


ments as ſeem moſt proper to divine wiſdom, 


To be convinced of it read the niſtory of man's 


redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, Mark the various 


iteps by which Providence brings the guilty to 
conviction, the penitent to pardon, the finally 
impenitent to deſtruftion, and all to ſome degiee 


of puniſhment, By what an amazing train of 


providential diſpenſations were Joſeph's brethren, 
for inſtance, brought to remember, lament, and 
{mart for their cruel behaviour to him! And how 


aid God, by various afflictions, bring his rebellious | 


people to conider their ways, and to humble 
themſelves hefore him in the lands of their 
captivity! What amazing work had divine 
Providence in checking, and puniſhing the in 


of Pharoah in Egypt ;—that of the Iſraelites in 


the wildeinels ;—that of David and his houſe in 


Jeruſalem and that of Nebuchadnezzar and 


Evangelically and providentially opening the 
way lor the return of finners, and repaying 


obdurate offenders to their face, make one half 


of God's work, as he 1s the gracious and righteous 


Governor of men, We cannot doubt it, if we take 


notice of the innumerable means, by which con- 


- verſions and puniſhments are brought about, To 


touch only upon puniſhments : ſome extend to 
the ſea, others to the land: ſome ſpread over 
particular diſtricts, others over whole kingdoms: 


L ſome affect a whole family, and others a whole 
community: — ſome affect the ſoul, and others 
the body: ſome fall only upon one limb, or 
one of the ſenſes; others upon the whole animal 


frame, 


| ( 120 ) 


frame, and all the ſenfes:——ſom2 aſtect our 
well-being, others our being nſ-If ;——ſome are 
confined 10 this worid, and others extend to a 
future ſtate:—— ſome are of a temporal, and. 
others of an eternal nature, Now, ſince Pro- 
vidence [in ſubſerviency to divine juſtice] ma— 
nages all theſe puniſhments and their innumerable 
conſequences, how miſt-ken is Mr. T. when he 
whnuates, that our doctrine ſuppoles God to be 
an idle ſpettator while fin is committed! 

(5) With reſpect to the en tempers of the 
righteous, we believe that they all flow [though 
without calvinzan necellity | from the free gift which 
is come upon all men, and from the light which en- 
lirhtens every man that cometh into the world, And 
as 10 their good works, we are ſo far from exclud- 
ing divine grace and Providence, in order to 
exalt abſolute free-will, that we aſſert, Not one 
good work would ever be begun, continued, or 
ended, if divine grace within us, and divine 
Providence without us, did not animate our fouls, 
ſupport our bodies, help our infirmities, and | to 
uſe the language of our church] © prevent, ac- 
company, and follow us' through the whole. 
And yet, in all moral, and in many natural 
actions, we are as free from the laws of 
calvintan necefnty, as from thoſe of the Great 
Mogul. = 15 

(b) With regard to the families. and; king- 
doms of this world, we aſſert, that God's Pro- 
vidence either baffles, atrols, or ſets bounds 
tothe bad deſigns of tie wicked; whilſt it has 
the principal hand in ſucceeding the good deſigns 
of the righteous, as often as they have any ſucceſs : 
for, except the Lord keep the city, as well as the 
watchmant the watchman waketh but in vain.—And 
with reſpect to the evurle of nature, we believe 

that it is ordered by his unerring counſel, In 
order to maintain order in the univerſe, his pro- 
vidential wi/dom made admirable laws of attraction, 
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repulſion, generation, fermentation, vegetation, and 


cillolution. And his provideniial power and 


watchfulne/s are [though without cither labour 
or enxiety | continually engaged in conducting 
all things according to thoſ2 laws; except when 
(on proper occaſions] he ſulpends the influence 
ef his own natural decrees; and then fire may 
ceaſe to burn; iran to ſink in water; and 


| hungry lions, to devour their helpleſs prey, 


Nay, at the beck of Omnipotence, a widow's cruſe 
of oil, and barrel of meal, ſhall be filled without 
the help of the olive-trce, and the formality of a 
growing harvelt ;——a dry rod ſhall ſudden] 

bloſſom, and a green fig-tree ſhall inſtantly be 


dried vn ;——garments in daily ute ſhall not 
wear out in forty years ;——a prophet ſhall live 


forty days Without food; — the liquid waves 
{hall afford a ſolid walk to a believing Apoſtle; 


Sa fiſh ſhall- bring back the piece of mone 


which it had ſwallowee——and water ſhall be 


turned into wine without the gradual proceſs of 
vegetation, Eo | | RS 


If Mr. F. does us the juſlice to weigh theſe fix 
obſervations upon the prodigious work, which 
3od's Providence Carries on in the moral, ſpiritual, 


and natural world, according to our doctrine; 
we hope he will ne more intimate, that we 
atheiftically deny, or heretically defame that divine 


atizibute, | OS, 
To conclude : we exactly ſteer our courſe be- 


tween rigid free-willers, who ſuppoſe they are 
independant on God's Providence; and rigid 
bound-willers, who fancy they do nothing, but 


what Fate or God's Providence abſolutely binds 


them: to do. We equally deteſt the error of 
 Epicurus, and that of Mr, Toplady, The ſormer 


taught, that God took no notice of ſin; the latter 


lays, that God by. eſicacious Ws, Se and irre /g 


tible decrees, abſolutely neceſſitates men to commit 


it, But we maintain, that although God never 
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abſolutely neceſſitated his creatures to ſin: yet his 
Providence is remarkably abs about fin in all 
the above-deſcribed ways. And if Mr, Toplady 
will call us defamers of divine Providence, and 
| {heiſts, beca: ifs we dare. not repreſent God, 
directty or indirectly, as the author of ſin; we 
„ice in ſo honourable a reproach, and humbly 
trait that this, as well as all manner of fimilar evil, 


:3 taſhly faid of us for righteoufneſs fake, 
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Some encouragements for thoſe, who, from a princiſle 
of confaence, bear their tefltmony againſt the 
Intinomian doctrine of caluinan election, and the 


barbarous dectrine of caloinlan reprobatuon, 


| Humbly hope that I have, in the precedin 
1 pages, contended for the truth of the goſpel, 
aud the honour of God's perfections. My con- 


ſcience bears me witnels, that I have endeavoured 


to do it. with the ſinczrity of a candid equirer alter 
truth; and that I have not, knowingly, leaped over 
one material difficulty, which Mr. 1, has thrown in 
the way of the laborious divine, whoſe evangelical 
ptinciples I vindicale, And now, judicious reader, 
1f I have done my part, as a detecter of the falla- 
cies, by which the modern dottrines of grace are 


kept upon their legs ;** let me prevail upon thee to 
do thy part as a judge, and to lay if the right leg of 


Calviniſm i. e. the lawleſs election of an un- 
ſcriptural grace] ſo draws thy admiration, as to 
make thee overlook the deformity of the left leg 
i. e. the abſurd, unholy, ſin-enſuring, heil-pro- 
euring, mercileſs, and unjuſt reprobation, which 
Mr. T. has attempted to vindicate.] Shall thy 
reaſon, thy conſcience, thy feelings, thy Bible 
and [what is more than this} ſhall all the ber- 
fetlions of thy God, and the veracity of thy Saviour, 
be facrihced on the altar of a reprobation, which 
none of the prophets, apoſtles, and early fathers 
ever heard of? a barbarous reprobation, wh ch 
heated Augufin drew from the horrible error of 

55 Manichean 
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Mfanichean neceſſity, and clothed with ſome 
| (cripture expreſſions detached from the context, 
E and wreſted from their original meaning? 


2 phariſaic rehrobation, which the church of Rome 
took from him, and which ſome of our reformers 
unhappily brought from that corrupted fociety 
into the proteitant churches ?——In a word, a 
reprobation which diſgraces Chriſtianity, when 
that holy religion is conſidered as a ſyſtem of 
evangelical doctrine, as much as our moſt 
enormous crimes diſgrace it, when it is con- 
fidered as a ſyſtem of pure morality ?——ſhall 
ſuch a reprobation, I ſay, find a place in thy 
creed !——yea, among thy dodrines of cRace! 
God forbid! 

Du meliora pris! erroremque hoſtibus illum | I hope 
better things of thy candor, good ſenſe, and piety. 
If prejudice, human authority, and voluntary hu- 
mility, leduce many good men into a profound re— 
verence for that ſtupendous dogma, be not carried 
away by their number, or biaſſed by their ſhouts, 
Remember that all Iſrael, and good Aaron at their 
head, danced once around the golden calf:— that 
deluded Solomon was ſeen bowing at the ſhrine of 
Afitaroth, the avominations of the Stdonians ;——that 
| all our godly fathers worſhipped a conſecrated 
wafer 400 years ago: that all the world wandered 
after the beaſt :>—and that God's choſen people went 
a whoring with their own inventions, and once 
ſacrificed their ſons and their daughters to devils upon 
the altar of Moloch,—Confider this, I ſay, and take 
courage: be not afraid to “ be pilloried in a pre- 
face, flogged at a pamphlet's tail,“ and treated as 
a knave, a felon, or a blaſphemer through the 
whole of the next Vindication of the * deified 
decrees, which are commonly called Calviniſm. 


6 


* Mr. T. calls them The Decrees of God, and it is an axiom 
among the Calviniſts, that 6 God's decrees are God himſelf.” 
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his mav be thy lot. if thou dareſt to bear thy 
bein tellimury againlt the Antipomian idol of 
tine day. e 
Nor lay that thou art not in Italy, or Portugal; 
but in a proteſtant-land, a land of liberty in 
England: for thou mighieſt meet with mote 
mercy from reprobating prieſts in popiſh Naples 
than ia orthozox Geneva. Being ſome years agg 
in the former of thole cities, among the fine 
buildings which I viewed, one peculiarly dier 
my attention, lt was a towering monument 
ſeveral ſtories high, erected by the Jeſuits in 
honour of the Virgin Mary, whoſe image ſtood 
on the top of the elegant ſtructure. But what 
ſurprized me moſt, was an Italian inſcription 
engraven upon a ſtone of the monument, to this 
purpoſe; „Pope Benedict the XIVth, grants a 
Plenary indulgence to all thoſe, who ſhall honour 
this holy image; with privilege to deliver one 
loul out of purgatory, every time they ſhall pay 
their reſpects to this immaculate mother,” While 
2 copied this inſcription in my pocket-book, and 
dropped to my fellow-traveller an innocent irony 
about the abſurdity of this pop decree; two or 
three prieſts palled by: they {melt out our hereſy, 
looked diſpleaſed, but did not inſult us. Mr, 
Weſley took ſome years ago a ſimilar liberty with 
a literary monument erected in myſtic Geneva, 
to the honour of abſolute reprobation. He ſmiled 
at the ſeverity of calvinian bigotry; and not with- 
out reaſon: ſince popiſh bigotry kindly ſends a 
foul our or PURGATORY, if you reverence the 


black image, which is pompouſly called the imma- e 
culate Mother of God : whereas calvinian bigotry 4. 
indirectly ſends ro HELL all thoſe, who ſhall not Ry 
bow to the doctrinal image, which ſhe calls „ 
Divixs SovVEREIGNTY, upon as good ground, as 2 
ſome ancient devotees called the appetite of Bel Bio 
{ Baal] and the Dragon Divins Voraciry. He 5 


[(Mr. Weſley } added to his {mile the e 5 
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man than myſelf. But Mr. 


of an ironical re proof. A gentleman, who ſerves 
at the altar of g/l e het hrobation, caught him 
in the fact, and ſaid ſomething about“ tranſmit- 
ting the criminal to Virginia or Maryland, * if not 
4% Tyburn,” But free-wrath yielded io free-grace, 
(alriuian mercy rejoiced over orthodox judgment, 
Mr, Weſley is ſpared, The. Vindicator “ of the 
doctrines of grace,” after“ wraf hing has knuckles” 
——* pillorying” him in a preface——and flogging”? 
him again and again in two pamphlets, and in a 
huge book, with a tenderneſs peculiar to the 
Houſe of Mercy, where popiſh reprobation checks 
proteſtant Hereſy;——the Vindicator of proteſtant 
Reprobation, I fay, has let the gray-headed heretic 
50 with this gentle and civil reprimand: | page 10: | 
— Had 1 publicly diſtorted and defamed the 
dect of God:“ | ould it not be? had I fairly 
held out to pubs 6 the ablurdity of the 
imaginary decrees preached by Calvin — 
& had I moreover advanced ſo many miles beyond 
boldneſs, as to lay thoſe diſtortions and defama- 
tions at the door of another :' 4 ſhould it not be? © 
had I moreover 1ronically aſſerted, that monſtrous 
conſequences neceſſarily flow from monlitrous | 
premiles: ] “ bold as I am affirmed to be, I could 


never have looked up afterwards. I ſhould have 


thought EVERY MISCREANT I met an HONESIEeR 
Johan leems a perfect 
ſtranger to theſe feelings. His Murus alle neus“ 
As braſſy hardneſs) 66 has been too long trans- 
erred from his con{cience to his forehead, On 
the whole, &c. 1 had rather let the antient of- 


fender paſs unchaſtized, than foil my hands in 
the operation,” As Mr. Weſley is ſo kindly 


diſmiſſed by Mr. Toplady, I muſt alſo diſmiſs 
thee, gentle Reader, and leave thee to decide, 


which is moſt likely to convert thee to calvi- 
nian reprobation, URBANITAS or Locica Gene- 
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deni the Courtefy of our Opponents, or their 

Arguments, OR | 
In the mean time, if thou defireſt to know hoy 

near ca:viman election comes to the truth, and what 


„* 


difficulties, in which prejudiced divines, and ſyſtem- 
makers have, for theie fourteen hundred years, in- 
volved the fundamental doéteine of election. And, 
if that piece does not end the controverſy [which, 
conſidering the prevalence of bigotry, is not to be 
expetted in our days] I flatter myſelf that it will, 
at leaſt, check party-{pirit, reconcile judicious pro- 
teſtants to one ariother, and give ſome uleful hints 
to more reſpectable divines, who in happier days, 
will exert themſelves in the total extirpation of the 
errors, which diſgrace modern Chriſtianity, 
ws E N D. | 
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„NEN, 
8 theſe ſheets have been prepared for the 
k) preſs, I have ſeen a new performance of Mr, 
Toplady, in defence of the doctrine which is ex- 
| Poled in the preceding pages, As there are, in that 

piece, ſome new atguinents, the plauſibility of which 
may puzzle many readers; and as I think it my duty 
fully to vindicate the truth, and completely to detect 
error; I deſign to anſwer that book allo, in a lutle 

Tre&, which will be a Supplement to this, and 
which will probably ſee the light under the fol- 
lowing litle : | 7 | © 
To the principal arguments, by which the Calvig 

niſts and the Fataliſts ſupport the {preading 


doctrine of abſolute Neceſſity : 

„ IN 
SOME REMARKS 
On the Rev. Mr. Toplady's „ Scheme of chriffion 

and þ%lofophical Neceſſity,” 
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